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HOUGH few there be that care 
to be virtuous, yet fewer there are that would not 
be counted fo. 

Nothing but what is God's difhonor Diould 
be our fhaxne. 

We rouft not walk by example, but by rule. 

They that drive away time, fpur a free horfe. 

As often as a man lays out for God, he lays 
up for himfelf. 

We have nothing that we can properly call our 
own, but what we have reafon to be a(hamed of. 

We are never well informed o/ihc truth, till 
mc are conformed to the truth. 

A conceit of knowledge is the greatefl enemy 
to knowledge, and the greateft argument of ig- 
norance. 

We remember many things we fhould forget 
(as inju«s, difappoimments, Sec) but forget 
what we fliould remember (viz. God and our 
fouls.) 

They that prefume moft in profperity are 
fooncft fubje6l to defpair in adverfity. 

Man may commend thee, but God may con- 
demn thee, 
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Wher\ God punilhes another, he threaten* 
thee; when he wounds another, he warns thee. 

It is as great a mercy to be preferved in healthy 
• as to be delivered from Jicknefs. 

If you mind nothing but the body, you lofe 
body and foul too. If you mind nothing but 
earth, you lofe earth and heaven too. 

As tbey, who for every flijght infirmity take 
phyfick to repair their health, do rather impair 
it ; fo they, who for every trifle are eager to 
vindicate their charafter, do rather weaken it. 

Honcfty is the bett policy, and innocence the 
bell wifdom* 

Inr^rove the wit you have bought at a dear 
rate, and the wifdom you have gained by fad ex- 
perience. 

Learn of Chrift, who was fenfible of injuries, 
yet patient under them. 

Be lively but not light ; folid but not fad. 

Keep the body under, but the fpirit up. 

Keep fuch company as God keeps. 

What can you get by bad company ? If you 
are truly good they will either taunt you or def- 
pife you. 

Take heed of being infeQed with the breath of 
a profane heart. 

Let the body wait upon the Soul, and both 
ivait upon God. ^ 

Speak not well of yourfelf, nor ill^f others. 

Speakof peoples' virtuesjconceal their infirmi- 
ties : If you can fay no good, fay no ill of them. 

To render good for evil is God Hke ; to ren- 
der good for good is man like ; to render evil 
for evil is bcalt Uke ; to render evil for good is 
devil like. 



Carry yoarfelf fubiniffively towards your fa* 
periors ; friendly towards your equals ; condc- 
fcehdingly towards your inferiors ; generoufly 
towards your enemies; and lovingly towards all. 

OF RELIGION IN GENERAL. 

It fignifies nothing to fay we will not change 
our religion^ if our leligion change not us. 

If a man lives and dies a meer profefTor, it had 
been better for him if he had lived and died a 
roeer heathen. 

The duty of religion flows from a principle of 
reliigion* . 

It is not talking, but walking with God, that 
gives a man the denomination of a chriftian. 

Darknefs-cnay as well put on the name of light, 
as a wicked man the name of a chriftian. 

It Is our main bufmefs in this world to fecure 
an intereft in the next. 

A defire of happinefs is natural, a deGre of 
holinefs is fupernatural. 

If God haih done that good Jor us which he 
haih dented to the worlds we ought to do ihatybr 
him which is denied him by the world. 

If we are willing, God will help us ; if fincere, 
God will accept us. 

A ferious remembrance of God is the fountain 
of obedience to God* 

If you forget God when you are young, God 
may forget you when you are old. 

When a chriftian confiders the goodncfs of 
God's ways, he wonders that all the world doth 
not walk in them. But when he coniiders the 
blindnel^, and depravity, and prejudice of tb« 
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lieart by nature, he w'orvders that any fhould en- 
ter upon them. 

Make your calling fure, and your election is 
fure* 

Uneven walking, with a negleO: of Watching, 
makes adirconfolate foul. 

Four things a chriilian fhould efpecially labor 
after, viz^ to be humble and ihankful^ watchful and 
cheerJuL 

If we would not fall intoihings unlawful, we 
mud fometimes deny ourfelves in thofe that are 
lawful. 

Salvation then draws near to man when it is his 
main care. 

The ordinances of God are the means of faU 
vation ; but the God of ordinances is the author 
of falvation. 

Religion mull be our bufinefs, then it will be 
our delight. 

It will coft fomething to be religious, it will 
coft inore not to be fo* 

A chriftian's life is nothing elfe but a (hort tri- 
al of his graces. 

Lukewarmncfs is the beft natural, but the worft 
fpiritual temper a man can be in. 

There are few but are fometimes in a ferious 
fit ; but how few are in a ferious frame, who 
have an abiding fenfe of God upon their hearts ? 

It is a voluntary cannot that keeps the foul 
from God. 

The gate which leads to life is a ftrait gate, 
therefore we fhould fear j it is an open gate, 
therefore we fhould hope. 

Do the Lord's work in the Lord's time; pray 
whilli Cod hcar^ ; hear whilfl God fpeaks ; be- 



licve whilft God promifes ; obey whilft Cod 
commands. 

That man hath no fenfe of mercy that wants a 
fenle of duty. 

Tvro duties mud run through a chriftian's life^ 
like the W^ thro' the woof, blejfing SLud irujling. 

Religion is much talked of, but little under- 
flood, till the confcience be awakened ; then a 
man knows the worth of a foul and the want of 
a Saviour. 

Then doth Religion flourifh in the foul, when 
it kt\ows how to naturalize fpiritual things, and 
to fpiritualize natural things. 

We may judge of our eternal ftate by our fpi* 
r/rual ftate ; and of our fpiritual (late by the de- 
Jightful and cultomary anions of oUr lives. 

If we expect to live with Chrift in heaven, wc 
mud live to him on earth. 

We may expetl God^s prote£lion fo long as wc 
keep within God's bounds. 

Our opportunities are (like our fouls) very pre- 
cious ; but if they are loft they are irrecovera- 
bly loft. 

That preaching that is plain, pure, powerful, 
and practical, men are apt to didike. 

Religion begins with a knowledge of a man's 
{cU\ and is perfefted with the know ledge of God. 

This is a threefold myftery ; a gofpel publilh- 
cd in the midtt of an ungodly world ; a little 
church prelerved in the midft of devils ; and, a 
little grace kept alive in the midft of corruptions. 

The fervice of God is the foul's work ; and the 
favor of God is its reward. 

A man may be imperfeQ in his obedience, and 
yet impartkh 
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God never fails them that ^vait for him, nor 
forfakes them that work for him. 

It is a fign of advanced grace when opinion is 
fwallowed up of religion. 

Of GOD. 

That there is a God, may be proilbd by con- 
fidering the manner of propagation of mankind 
' by generation. Thus, 

1. There muft have been onejirjl man. 2. 
This firft man muft have had fome maker. 3. 
This maker of him muft himfelf be unmade^ 
Therefore, 4. There muft have been eternally 
fome unmade being ; and that i« God. 

We may intly conceive of God, though we 
cannot yw/Zy conceive of him. We may have 
right apprehenfions of him, though not an ex- 
aft comprehenfion of him. ^ ' 

Then our conceptions of God's attributes are 
carnal, when our high thoughts of one give us 
low thoughts of another. 

His goodnefs makes his majefty amiable, and 
his majefty makes his goodnefs wonderful. His 
love is not abated by his great nefs^ nor. his great- 
nels by his love. His holinefs hinders him not 
from dwelling with the^oor infpirit. 

Nothing is great enough for him to admire, 
who is infinite majefty ; nothing is mean enough 
for him to defpife, who is infinity mercy. 

Gpd deals with bis fervants, not as a paffion- 
ate mafter, but as a compaffionate father. 

What pleafeth God fhbjuld pleafeus, becaufc 
itpleafeth God. 

A fight of God begins a faint on earthy and 
perfeSs him in heaven. 
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God takes notice of every particular man as if 
there were none elfe; and yet takes notice of all 
as if there were but one man. 

God repented that he made man, but never 
repented that he redeemed man. 

We cannot live naturally without God, how 
then can we Mvq happily without him ? 

We may know what God intends yc?r us, by 
what he hath wrought in us. 

They that have God for their God have an- 
gels Cot iheir guard. 

Many have loft yir God, but none ever loft 
by God. If ithey have loft in temporals, they 
have been eternal gainers, Mali. xix. 29. 

This is a fufe rule ; God never takes any thing 
frqm his people^ but he gives them Jomething bet- 
ter in thejlead of it. 

God is a great God, and therefore we (hould 
wait upon hitn ; he is a good God, and therefore 
it is not in vain to wait upon him. 

A mian may be a worfhipper of the true God, 
and yet not be a true worfliipper of God. 

The lowejl reverence is due to the highejl ma- 

Fear God for his power^ trujl him for his wif- 
dom^ love him for his goodnefsj praife him for 
his greatnefsj believe him for his /ailhfuln'efs^ and 
fidore him for his holinefs. 

All creatures are as nothing compared with 
God, ditid abfolutely nothing without God. 

Of the fear of GOD. 
They that fear God leaft have the greateft rea- 
fon to fear him. 
A fear of departing from God is a good means 
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-•o keep us from departing from him. ^ 

Tfee more we fear God, the lefs we fiiall fear 
inen. 

They that will not fear God in profperity, will 
be afraid of him in adverlity« 

Of the presence of GOD. 

If God^s earthly prefence is fo good^ what is 
his heavenly prefence ? 

If God's being with us is fo fweet, what is it 
to be with God ? , 

There is joy in God's gracious prefence, but 
in his glorious prefence ihcrc is Julnefs of joy. 

There are pleaCures in approaching to God 
here, but at his right hand there ^xc pUafuresfor^ 
(vtrmore^ 

The nearer we are to Chrift, the nearer is God 
to us. 

The prefence of God's glory is in beaven ; the 
prefence of his power on earth, the prefence of 
his juftice in hell, and the prefence of his grace 
with his people. — If he deny us his powerful pre- 
fence we fall into nothing ; if he deny us his gra- 
cious prefence we fall into fin ; if he deny us bis 
merciful prefence we fall into helL 

Of thf love of GOD. 
If the love of God fet us on work, the God 
of love will pay us our wages. 

God loveth his people to the end, therefore 
they (hall endure to the 'end. 

He loveth them in his fon, and as his fon^ 
and as long as he loveth his fon. 

We hated God without a caufe| and he loved 
us without a caufe. 



Love begets love. 'Tis a flame that conomiz- 
nicates itfelf. They that have much forgiven 
them, much done for them, much laid out for 
them, and much laid up for them, will love much. 

Our love to God is the reflection of his love 
to us; 1 John is. ig. We love him becauje he 
firji loved us. 

Of CHRIST. 

Chrift madebimfelf like to us, that he might 
make us like to bimfelf. 

Chrift ihuft needs have died, how elfe could 
fin be expiated, the law faci^ficd, the devil con- 
quered, and man be favcd ? 

They that deny themfelvesybr Chrift fliall en- 
joy tHcmfdves in Chrift. 

Men had rather hear of Chrift crucified for 
them, than be crucihed for Chrift. 

If Chrift denied innocent nature out of love 
ID uSf fhall not we deny corrupi nature out of 
love to hi7n ? 

Chrift by his death appeared to be ihtfon of 
man^ by his refurrefliou he appeared to be the 
Jon of God. 

Chrift \yas the great promifc of the Old Tef- 
tameot, the fpirit is the great proraife of the New. 
. Chrift's ftrength is the cbriftian's ftrength. 

If we would ftand, Chrift muft be our foun* 
dation ; if we would be fafe, Chrift muft be 
our fanftuarv. 

In regard of natural hfe, we live in God; in 
regard of fpiritual life, Chrift lives in us. 

He ihat thinks he hath no need of Chrift hath 
too high thoughts of himfeif; he that think* 
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ccffion prevalent, and his coming again will be 
magnificent. All the angel^ heaven adore him ; 
all the devils in hell fear him ; and all the fons 
and daughters of Adam muft ftand before him* 

Own Chrift's pcrfon, love his name, embrace 
his doQrine, obey his commands, and fubmitto 
his crofs. His perfon is lovely, his name is 
fweet, his dotlrincs arc comfortable, his com- 
mands are rational, and his crofs honorable. — 
The very angels admire him, and4hall not we ? — 

A depraved underftanding will not yield that 
the creature is fo bad, and that Chrift is fo 
good ! — 

O ! did we but know ourfclves, and our fa- 
viour ! we are poor, but he is rich ; we are dead 
but he is Hfe ; we are fin but he is righteoufnefs ; 
we are guiltinefs, but he is grace; we are mife* 
ry, but he is mercy; we are loft, but he is fal- 
vation; — if we are willing, he never was other- 
wife. — He ever lives, ever loves, ever pities, e- 
vcr pleads. He Ipves to the end, and faves -to 
the uttcrmoft, all that come unto him.. 

A PATHETICAL INVITATION TO glNNERS TO 

COME TO CHRIST. 

Have you fins, or have, you none ? — If you 
have, whither fhould you go, but to the Lamb 
-of God^ which takeih away thejins of the world ? 
Have you fouls, or have you none ? — If you 
have, whither fliould you go but to the faviour 
of fouls ? Is there a life to come, or is there not ? 
— If there is, whither fliould you go but to hiiti, 
who only hath the words of eiernallife ? Is there 
a wrath to come, or is there not ? — If there is, 
whither ihould you go but to him, who only 
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your fin and forrows, tears and fears, fled and 
gone, gone for ever ; and you meet with an un- 
fpeakable reward. 

OP SIMNERS. 

Are not they miferable, who, if they had their 
wifii, could not be happy ? 

They that will not hear Chrift fay come to w^, 
in a day of grace, Ihall hear him fay itpar^rom 
me, in a day of judgment. 

If v;e are gracelefs here, we fhall be fpecch- 
\ets "hereafter. 

Sinners are firft driven, then drawn to God. 

The converfion of a finner is a greater wonder 
than the creation of t'ne world. 

If a finner's thoughts be not changed by grace, 
they will be changed hereafter by experience. 

They that are leaft ferious, have the grcDieft 
reafon to be fo ; their condition h awful, and 
therefore their difpojition ought to be fo. 

Hatred is due to fin, compaflion to the finner. 

Sinners, if you will not hear God call to-day, 
you will hartlen your hearts to-day : and, if you 
harden them to-day, God may harden iliem to- 
morrow. If you will not fet about repentance 
to-day, God may juftly deny you his alfillaucc 
to-morrow. 

If you will not do that which God hath ena- 
bled you to do, how can you look that he lliould 
do that for you which, of yourfelves, you can- 
not do ? 

Do riot think to begin to Hvc, when thou ?rt 
ready to die. 

If you would not go to hell, you muft know 
that you have deferved it. 
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Let not your hearts flatter you, nor the world 
comfort you, when God threatens you. 

God tells you, if you repent, you (hall find 
mercy ; and will you not believe him ? Becaufc 
thou haft been a, finner, wilfihou make God a 
liar ? 

Sinners, you muft be changed ; if your hearts 
be not changed for the better, your condition 
will lie changed for the worfe. 

The worft of the ways of God are better than 
the beft of the ways of fin* 

OF SIN. 

He that pleads for fin, is an advocate for his 
accufer, 

God allows us dny thing but fin. 

If fin be in the fafhicn, we muft be out of it. 

Then a man fhews himfelf to be a Chriftian, 
when he chufes rather to fufFer than fin. 

Sin digs graves ^for bodies, and kindles hell 
for fouls. 

That is a fufficient caufe for trouble, that is 
the caufe of all the trouble in the world. 

Should not we groan for that which makes the 
whole creation groan ? 

If the heart be under the power of fin, the 
confcience is under the guilt of fin. -If thou art 
not purified, thou art not pardoned. 

A man can never leave fin thoroughly, till he 
loathes it heartily. 

We muft hpjick of fin, before we can be dead 

to ^n. 

There is no fin a man can be tempted to, but 
he will find greater comfort in refitting than in 
JDdul^ing. 



How can we fay that we love Clirift, if wc 
love (in, which was an enemy to his life and fuul 
when he was on earth ; and is an enemy to his 
glory now he is in heaven ? 

Our fins cried as loud to heaven, as the Je-xs 
did lo earth, that Chrijl might be crucijied. 

Co to Golgotha^ and fee what (in di(J there. 

Chrill did not die/or fin, that we might live to 
fm. 

Chrid died that our fins might die, and our 
fouls live. 

Sin received its fentcnce in the death of Chri ft ; 
but it doth not receive its execution till the death 
of a chri/}iari« 

All our fins fliall not feparate between God 
and our fouls, if unbelief doth not feparate be- 
tween Chrift and our fouls. 

There is no fin but what may be traced up to 
unbelief. 
• He tliat glories in his fin, glories in his (hamc. 

We fhould be afliamed of fin, but not ailia- 
med to uke fhame for fin. 

Get this principle into your hearts ; there is 
nothing got by fin, nor lojl by holinefs. 

By fuffering we may avoid finning ; but by 
finning we cannot avoid fuffering. 

Onethattruly fears God, is afraid of fin ; he 
fees more evil in it than in all the evil \x\ the world. 

If we be not humble for fit), we derogate from 
the majefty of God ; if \vc delpair under it, we 
derogate* from his mercy. 

One that is fincere hales fin in himfelf, and la- 
ments it in others. i 

Our hatred of fin muft be irrcconcileable, and 
pur endeavors again 11 it perpetual. 
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The fins of the wicked anger Chrift, the fins 
of his people grieve him. 

Want of forrow for fin, more argues want of 
love to Chrift, than the fin itfelf. 

Sin is a believer's burden and wound, but 
Chrift is his cure and comfort. 

Sin is the fickiiefs of the foul, and Chrift the 
only phyfician, that can cure it of the leprofy of 
profanenefs, ihe fever of concupifcence,the drop^ 
Jy of covetoufnefsj^ the tympany of pride, the k^ 
thargy of lukcwarmnefs, the phrenzy of naffion, ^ 
and the paljy of unbeUef* / 

Hatred i.N heart-murder ; luft is heart-adulte- 
ry ; and covctoufncfs heart-ftealing. 

How tender is our flefh ? How hard our 
hearts? i. e. How much more fenjible are vie of 
fujftring than fin ? 

We fhould fear to think that before God 
which we are afraid to do before man ; for God 
knows our hearts better than any man knows^j 
our faces. 

Vain thoughts are fin's advocates, and Chrift's 
adverfaries. 

God is fo holyj that he would not fufFer fuch ■ 
an evil as fin ; but that he is fo wife^ that he can i 
bring good out of it> ; 

I 

OF REPENTANCE. i 

Repentance begins in the humiliation of the ■] 
heart, and ends in the reformation of the life. 

Though we want power to repent ; ytt we do,- ( 
not want means to repent, nor power to ufeihefe | 
vieans. ^ 

He that repents of fin, as fin, doth implicitly 
repent of all fin* - ' 
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Let not finful pleafures prevent godly forrows. 

An humble confeilion of fin brings (hame to 
ourfelves, but glory to God. 

You cannot repent too foon. There is no 
day like today, Yefterdayis gone, to-morrowr 
is God's, not your own. And, think how fad it 
will be to have your evidences to feek, when 
your caufe is to be tried ; to have your oil to 
buy, when you fhould have it to burn ! 

Let the hopes of mercy encourage to the ex- 
erciCe of repentance. 

Turn to God, and he will turn to you ; and 
then you are happy, though all the world turn 
againft you. 

If we think amifs of Chrift, we fhall never be- 
lieve : ifwe think well of fin, we fhall never re- 
pent. 

If we put ofF our repentance to another day, 
we have a day more to repent of, and a day Icfs 
CO repent in. 

If we ftudy to honor God, we cannot do" it 
better than by confeffing our fins, and laying 
ourfelves low at the feet of Chrilt. 

Godly forrow is the forrow of love; the melt- 
ing of the heart : love is the pain and pleafurc of 
a mourning heart. 

The evangelical penitent loves and grieves. 
^ Alas (faith he) that I, who am as high as hea- 
ven in privilege, fhould be as deep a^ hell in in- 
iquity ! inftead of repenting, I have ran farther 
on fcore ! infiead of honoring God, I have dii- 
honored him ! inflead of pleaiing him, I have 
provoked him ! inftead of following him, I have 
Ibrfaken him f— »-0 whaibovjeVsV\vi\^ l^^vcv^d^ 
how can I fin againll my ^ct\3L^\ ^^\ ^^\\, 
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and crucify my faviour ! He was crucificdy^r 
nic, and Ihall he be crucified by me ? Shall I 
>vound his heart, and pierce his lide again, and 
give him caufe to fay, thefe are tht wounds I re* 
ccived in the houfc of viy friends,*- 

OF FAITH. 

Reliance is the effence of faith, Chrift is the 
objeft, the word is the food, and obedience the 
proof: fo that true faith is a depending upon 
Chrijt for falvation in a way of obedience^ as he 
is offered in the word. 

The true tears of repentance flow from the 
eye of faith. 

Though faith be neceffary to our juftificaiion, 
good works are neceffai:y to our falvation. 

We mull derive our works from faith., and de- 
mon ftraie our faith by our works. 

God is often pleafed to imbitter a life of fcnfe, 
that he may endear the life of faith.' 

A ftedfall faith begets a conftant peace. 

The more faith the morehuniility. 

Keep good principles, and they will keep you^. 

Men would firft fee, and then belieye ; but 
they mud firft believe, and then fee. 

As believers Xwtupon Chrift by faith, fo they 
iive to him by obedience. 

Julljfying faith is always attended with uni- 
verfal obedience. 

There is a difference between contending for 
the faiih, and babbliog for a fancy. 

Alfuiance fets the iiotion of faith too high, 
jiffenttoo low. \ 

There is as jpduch difference between faith dn4 
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dflurancc) as there is between the root and the 
fruit. 

There may be joy without faith, and there 
may be faith without joy. 

Human faith is founded upon j^ro^j^i//^^, di- 
vine faith upon certainty. 

If the exercife of faith be the care of your fouli 
the end of your faith will be the fulvation of your 
fouls. 

Of humilitv. 

To be low is the fafcil and comlieft pofturc 
fo¥ (inful creatures^ 

It is the creature's honor to abafe himfcif be- 
fore the mod high God. 

God had rather fee his children humble for 
fiUj than proud of grace^ 

If men did but know themfelves more, they 
would be more humble* 

They that are humble, are content and thank- 
ful. 

An humble fpirit is a charitable and quiet fpU 
lit. 

Judge thyfelf with a judgment of fincerity, 
and thou wilt judge others with a judgment of 
charity. 

To humble ourfelves, is the only way to rift*. 

Believers muft be humble for iin pardoned, 
and becaufe it is pardoned. 

When Paul was ^pharifee^ he thought he was 
blameUfs ; when he was a chrijiian^ the chief of 
finners : before, any thing but Chrijl : now, 
nom but Chrijl. 

If Chrift humbled himfelf to honour our na- 
ture, we fhould humble ourfelves to honor his 
name. 
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Neither all the devils m hell, nor all the temp- 
tations of the world, can hurt that man that keeps 
himfelf humble and depending on Chrift. 

It is no humiliation to aggravate Tin above 
Chrift's faving power. 

Defpair is a corruption of humiliation, it is a 
counterfeit humilrty, a fullcn pride, the covert 
of a hardened fpirit. 

That is true humiliation, which (like a har- 
binger) makes way for Chrift, and throws the 
foul at his feet. 

Our Saviour was a preacher and pattern cif 
humility : he did fo admire it, that he fet them 
in the higheft form, that had the loweft hearts. 

None fo high and glorious as Chrift, yet none 
fo meek and lowly. 

or CONTEJTTWENT. 

Humility is the mother of contentment. 

The deeper y our felf-abborrence, theeafier it 
felf-refignation. 

They that deferve nothing fhould be content 
with any thing. 

Blefs God for what you have, and trrrft God 
for what you want. 

We muft commit our fouls to God's keeping, 
and fubmit ourfelves to God's difpofing. 

We fhould obey his revealed will, and then 
l>c refigned to his providential will. 

If we cannot bring our condition to our mind 
■we muft; labor to bring our mind to out condi- 
tion. 

Neither contentment, nor difcontentm^nt, a- 
rifes from the outward conditio*), bm from the 
inward difpofition. 
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If a man is not content in that ftate he is in, 
he vfill not he content in any date he would be 

in. •■ ' 

OF PRIDE. 

To be fure a man is (uroud of that, which he 
fcorns another for the want of. 

That which a man envies in another, he would 
be proud of, if he had it himfelf. 

Pride is founded on error snid felf-ignorance. 

Some are proud of what they are^ others of 
-what they are not. 

There is a fullen pride in not acknowledging 
benefits. 

A man may be poor in purfe, yet proud in 
fyirit. 

There may be pride in rags, in a folemn look 
and lowly carriage. 

God had rather his people (hould fare poorly, 
than live proudly* 

How canft thou be judge of another's heart, 
that doft not know thine own ? 

As the firft ftcp heaven-ward is humility, fo 
the firft ftep hell-ward is pride. 

Pride counts the gofpel fooliflmefs, but the 
gpfpel always Ihews pride to be fo. 

Pride is a fin that will rife out of the afhes of 
other fins* 

Folly is the beginning of pride, and fhame 
fliall be the end of it ; either fenitcnt fhame, or 
/?en£i/ ftiame ; either temporal repentance, or e- 
ternal punifhment. 

Shall the finner be proud that is going to hell ? 
Shall the faint be proud that is newly faved from 
k ? 

Thou that canft call nothing tbiiie own but 
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fini and Ihame, art thou proud ? Duft and afli- 
jcs, proud ? A worm, and proud ? Emptinefs, 
and proud ? Perifhing, and proud ? 

It is unreafonablc for the creature to be proud 
much more the finncr. 

Ot HYPOCRISY. 

A hypocrite is one that neither is what he 
feems^ not feems what he is, 

A' hypocrite is the piQure of a fi^int ; but 
his paint fhall be waflied off, and he (hall appear 
in his own colours. 

God is good in earneft with us, we ought there- 
fore to be fo with him. 

A hypocrite is hated of the world for fecm- 
ing a chriftian, and hated of God for not being 
one. 

OF IDLEN£S&. 

Idlenefs is the mother of many wanton chil- 
dren. 

They that do nothing, are in the ready way 
to do that which is worfe than nothing. 

If we hide our talent in the earth, we fhall 
lofe our trcafure in heaven. 

A chriltian fliould never fay, he hath nothing 
to do. . * 

It was not for nothing that we were called out 
of nothing. 

OF THE SOUL. 

It matters not what a roan lofes, if he faves his 
foul ; but if he lofe his foul, it matters not what 
he faves. . 

They that areleaft fenfible of their foul's wants 
are moft miferable. 
// y> c^i/r^rcateft wifdom to be tenderly watch- 
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ful over the frame of our fpirits ; to obfervfc 
what helps it, and what injures it. 

If you lofe your time, you lofe your hopes ; 
and if you lofe your hopes, you lofe your fouls, 
and when your fouls are loft, they ihall never 
beranfomed; when your hopes are loft, they 
Ihall never be recovered ; and when your time is 
loft^ it (hali never be redeemed. 

OF THE HEART ANDi CONSCIENCE. 

The foft mercies of God will break the hard 
heart of man. 

A hard heart is not fo foon broken, as a bro- 
ken heart is bound up. 

It is better to have a good confcience, and 
be cenfured, than to have a bad one, and be 
flattered. 

We muft hear the warnings of confcience, or 
we (hall feel the woundings of confcience. 

A word from God, a look from Chrift,- a 
touch from the fpirit will break the heart. 

OF GRACE. 

• The^tion of freegrace, may make perfons 
diftbkite, but zfenfe of it reftrains from fin. 

The goodnefs of God refpefts our emptinefs^ 
iA\egrace of God onr Jinfulnefi^ and the mercy 
of God our unworihinefs. 

What fin is there which mce cannot pardon ? 
What heart is there, which grace canoot Ibricu? 
What foul is there, which grace cannor ta'e ? 

All grace flows from Cbull unit^dtothefoul; 
as all life flows from the iuul united ic> the 
body. 

The more God's juilice was declared towards 
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his fon, the more was his mercy niagnifie4 to- 
wards the finner. 

God humbled his fon to exalt his grace. 

Saul was not fo free in perfecuting Chrift, as, 
Chrift was in pardoning Paul. 

Blefs God for Chrift, Chrift for the fpirit,and 
the fpirit for grace. 

Poflibly a chriftian's enemies may fpoil him of 
his common mercies ; but they ftiall never rob 
him of his covenant mercies. 

God*ft faithfulnefs performed what his mercy 
promifed. 

Mercy drew the covenant ; faithfulnefs keeps 
it ; mercy called us : faiihfulnefi? will not caft us 
oflF. 

Common mercies may be fweet, but cove, 
nam mercies are fure. 

Abufcrs of mercy are treafurers up of wrath. 

If thou wert worthy* thou couldctt have no 
mercy. 

There is grace in the defire of grace, as there 
is fin in the defire of fin. 

You that have found mercy, fhew mercy* 

Though God in mercy hath done great things 
for you, yet confider what in juftice he might 
have done to yoUr 

Wbilft we carry a fenfe of grace in our con- 
fcience to comfort us, let us carry a lenfeof fin 
in our memory to humble u^. 

We can never blefs God enough for his pa- 
tience, that hath kept us fo long out of hell ; 
nor for his mercy, that foearneftly invites us to 
heaven. 

All that are chofcn are vefTels of mercy ; all 
ibat are regenerate^ are patterns of mercy ; ail 
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tbat are faved are monuments of mercy ; and 
the work of heaven, is to fing the loud praifes of 
mercy. 

It melts the heart to think, that God is as /till 
cf mercy, as I am of Jin ; ht is as free to forgive 
ai I am tOioffend ; he bath daily mercies for dai- 
ly Jins. 

The heart of man is fuch a barren foil, that 
no good can grow therein, unlefs almighty grace 
plant it. 

Grace is an immortal feed, cad into an im- 
moTUl foil, that brings forth immortal fruit» 

or TEMPTATIONS. 

Temptations arc inftruQions. 

He is over -wife that goes out of God's way to 
.^fcape a crofs, 

God will cither keep his faints yrow tempta- 
tions by his preventing mercy, or in temptations 
by his fupporting mercy, or find a way for their 
cfcape by his delivering mercy. 

A cbriftian that lives here among his enemies, 
fhould never ftir abroad without his guard. 

Satan tempts to (in, iht fpirii counfels againlt 
fin. 

If you follow Satan, you will find the temp- 
ter prove a tormentor; if you follow iheffirit^ 
you will find the counfellor prove a comforter. 

OF THE WORLD. 

. If the world be our portion here, hell will be 
ourjporiion hereafter. 

We muft neither leave the world, nor love it. 

The world promifes comforts, and pays {ox-- 
rows» 
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Riches and profperity will either kill with cat* 
-or furfeit Avith delight 

Be not proud of riches but afraid of them,left 
they be as filver bars to crofs !he way to heaven* 

We put a price upon riches, but riches can^, 
not put a price upon us, 

Wc muft anfvver for our riches, but aur ricb^ 
€s cannot anfwer for us. 

Riches are as indifferent things ; good or bad 
as they are ufed : be then as indifferent to them 
as thev are to you. 

If there be too great an affeftion for any thing 
here, there will be an anfwerable affliflion. 

It is a fad thing when a man can have no com^ 
fort but in divedions, np joy but in forgetting 
himfelf^ 

Love the men of the world, but not the thingi' 
bf the world. 

To have a portion in the warld, is a mercy > 
to have the world for a portion is a mifery. 

Whatever we make an idol of, will be a crofii 
to us if we belong to Chrift > a curfe to us if wc 
do not. 

We fhould endeavor to pafe thro' this world 
with a cheerful indifferency. , 

Covetoufnefs betrayed our faviour, envy ac- 
cufed him, and the friendfhip of the world con* 
demned him* 

Man is not made for the world, but the world 
for man. 

It is our bufinefs in this world, to fecujce ail 
intereft in the next. , 

The things of the world, the more they afe 
known; the lefs they are admired ; but the ihings 
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^f God, the more they are known^ the more 
they are admired. 

There is no mils of the creature., where therife 
as a full enjoyment of the creator. 

If thou art not afraid of the world, I fear thou 
art a friend of the world, and an enemy to God. 

As you love your fouls, beware of the world, 
it bai,h flaio its thoufands, and ten thoufands. 
What ruined Lot^s wife ? the world. Whatru^ 
ioed Judas ? the world. Wliat ruined Simon 
Magus ? the world. What ruined Demai ? the 
-world. And, what Jhall it profit a man^ if he 
gain the whole world^ and lofe hi^ oiu)n foul ? 
Matt, xvi, 26. 

To fpeak the truth freely ; riches are dufl, 
iionor^ are (hadovvs, pleafures are bubbles, and 
jn^n a lumpof viinity, compounded of fin and 
^nnifery, 

OF THE WORD OF GOD. 

The word of God muft be nearer to us than 
..our friends, dearer to us than our live?, fweet- 
.cr to us than our liberty, and pleafanler to us 
than all earthly comforts. 

Take ihc candle of God's word, and fearch 
4he corners of your hearu 

We fpeajc to God in prayer ; God fpeaks to 
xis in his word. 

" I 

Two things are to be trembled at ; the prefence 
,of God which fills all places, and the word of 
God which reacheth to all times. 

All arguments againft the word of God are 
fallacies ; all conceits againft the word are delu- 
fion^s ; cill derifion againft the word is folly ; and 
^11 oppofition againft the word is niadnefs. 

When God threatens, that is auvcv^vo x^'^^^x^^ii 



whett he promifes, that is a time to believe ; when 
lie commands, that is a time to obey. 

If a man believed the threatnings of the word 
of God, he would tremble, and fly to the pro:- 
mifes for refuge. 

As Chrift came out of his father's bofom^ fo 
the promifes came out of Chrifl's fide. 

The church cannot live without faith^ and 
faith cannot live without the promifes. 

We have lefs power to Hand than our firft pa» 
rents,'*but we have better promifes. 

Whatever promifes faith takes holdof,itmakei 
the good thing there promifed to be our own. 

God's promifes are a defence againft man's 
threatenings. 

The promifes of the gofpel are fealed to us by 
the oath of the father, the blood x^f the fon, and 
the witnefs of the fpirit. 

OF THE LAW. 

The moral law was weak through the flefh, 
the ceremonial law was fo in its own nature; but 
Chrift was the end of the moral law to fulfil it, 
and the end of the ceremonial law to anfwer its 
intention, by offering himfelf a facrifice. 

Chrift was God's righteous fervant to perform 
all the duties of the moral law ; and our devoted 
facrifice to bear all the penalties of it. 

By the law is the knowledge of fin, by the gof- 
pel is the knowledge of Chrilt. 

God hath written a law, and a gofpel; the law 

to humble us, and the gofpel to comfort us ; the 

law to cafi us, dowrij and the gofpel to raife us up ; 

i/jc laWj to convince us of owr mifiry^ and the gol- 

»^/ to convince us of his mercy ; v\vt\^.H« \o dvC- 
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cover Jin^ and the gofpei to difcover grace and 
Chriji. 

or PROVIDENCE. 

Providences are fometimes dark texts that 
wants an expofitor. 

God's providence fulfils his promife. 

Count every day, as well as you can, the pro« 
vidences of God towards you that day. 

Without God's providence nothing falls out 
in the world ; without his commiii^on nothing 
ftirs ; Without his bleiling nothing profpers« 

OF AFFLICTIONS. 

'Tis a worfe fign to be without chaftifcmcnf^ 
than to be under chaftirement. 

Two things fliould comfort fuflFeringchriftians, 
vtz. all that they fuffer is not hell ; yet it is all 
the hell they fliall fuffer. 

AfHiftions are not fo much threatened^ ^spro-^ 
mifedj to the children of God. 

To be a chrillian, and a fuffering duiftian, is 
a double honor. 

By affliftion God feparates the fin which he 
hates, from the foul which he loves. 

The more a man fears fin, the lefs will he fear 
trouble. 

AffliQions are of God's fending, but of fin's 
deferving. 

Sin is the poifon,. afiliftion the phyfic. 

When God ishyi^bling us, let us endeavor to 
humble ourfelves. 

May every one do what he will with his own, 
but God ? 

If the fervants of Chrift are never fo low ; yet 
bis heart is with them, aitd bis eye upon them* 
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God taker it unkindly when wc grieve- to# 
much for any outward things; becauie 'tisa fign 
v/e fetch not that comfort from him which we 
fliould. 

Though the hand of God may be againft you ; 
yet, the heart of God may be towards you. 

What if the providence of God crofsyou, if 
the proniife of God blefs you ? 

What is bearing a temporal crofs, to the wear- 
ing an eternal crown. 

Our enjoyments are greater than our afilic- 
tions, and our affliftions lefs than our fins. 

Our fuflf'erings fliould ftir up our graces^ as 
well as our griefs^ 

OF PRAYER. 

ft I 

Fill up the void fpaces of your ti^ie with me- 
ditation and prayer. 

They are the fafeft who are moft in their clo- 
lets ; who pray not to be feen of men^ but to he 
heard of God. 

Prayer doth not confift in gifted exprefljonfi, 
and a volubility of fpeech ; but in a brokennefs of 
heart. 

Imperfeft broken groans, from a broken hearty 
God will accept. ' 

An hard heart cannot pray ; a broken bcarx 
b made up of prayer. 

}t is a comfort xo chriftians apart to think 
their prayers meet before a, throne af grace ; and 
liiheir perfons fhall meet before a throne of glory. 

There wants nothing but a believing prayer 
to turn the prom ife into a ^rformanqe* 

Qod is a great God, jand ther.eEbre he will be 
J^i^^ht ; be is ^LgQoi God^ and tbercfprj^he wiU 
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'^ When God pours out his fpirit upon man then 
viil man pour out his heart before God. 

He that lives without prayer, or prays without 
]ife, hath not the fpirit of God. 

Prayer doth not confift in the elegance of the 
phrafe, but in the [Irength of theaflPeQion. 

Where there is a willing heart, there will be a 
continual crying to heaven for help. 

Pray that you may pray. 

Waiting upon God continually will abate your 
iknnecefTary cares, and fweeten your neceffary 
ones. 

God counts all the (leps we take to the throne 
oT grace, and all the minutes of our waiting. 

Let nothing get between heaven and prayer, 
butChrift. 

Prayer,' if it hdrdone as a ta(k, is no prayer. 

Sin quenches prayer, affli8ion quickens it. 

The fame fpirit of faith which teaches a man 
iO' cry earneftly, teaches him to wait patiently : 
For, as it aflur^ him the mercy is in the Lord's 
hand ; fo it affures him, it will be given forth in 
the Lord's time. 

, The breath of prayer comes from the life of 
faith. 

Whatever you want go to God by faith and 
I^rayer, in the name of Cbrilt, and never think 
his delays are denials. 

They that fpend their days in faith and pray^ 
cr, fhall end their days in peace and comfort. 

OF ETERNITY. 

Look backwards, and time was when fouls 
were not ; look forwards, and our fouls wilt be 
when time (hall not. 
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Who would nbt deny himfclf for a time, tJuil; 
he may enjoy himfclf for ever ? 

What is the world to them that are in the 
grave, where our bodies muft Qiortly be ? Or to- 
them that are in eternity, where our fouls rouft 
fhortly be ? 

Remember ydxi^ are at the door of eternity, 
and have other work to- do than to trifle away 
time ; thofe hours which you fpend in your 
<^lofets(, are the golden fpots of all your time, 
and will have the fwectell influence upon your 
laft hours. 

Our life is a paffage to eternity • it ought to 
be a meditation 0/ eternity, and a preparatioa^br 
eternity. 

OF DEATH. 

The longeft life, is a Ungefjpgndp^th. 

Firll infancy dies, then chilcUiood, then youth^ 
then manhood, then old age ; and tt^n we make 
an end of dying. 

Though thou may eft have been nearer death 
(in thine own apprehen(ions) than thou art now ;. 
yet it is certain, death was never fo near to the6 
a^ it is now. 

Man does not die becaufe he is made of earthy 
but becaufe he is infe6ed with Hn. 

Death to a chriftian, is a putting off rags for 
robes. 

We need not be afhamed of that now, which 
we are fure we (hall not repent of when we come 
to die. 

As the king of terrors leaves us, fo thi day of 
terror will find us. 

Death will be very terrible to hm who dies not 
y/i iv> tboughu daily. 
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There is nothing terrible in death, but wha(^ 
our lives have made To. 

It is death to many to think of death ; they are 
as unwiUing to be ied into a difcourfe of death, 
as children into the dark : The thoughts of it are 
AO'more welcome to them, than Mofcs was to 
Pharaoh ; to whom he faid. Get thccfrovi mc^ 
s^nd let me fee thy face nomore^ Exod. x. 28. 

Death fhuts in the light of this world, and is 
die day-break of eternity. 

Let us familiarize death by meditation, and 
fweeten it by preparation. 

The great comfort of a believer, on his death-* 
bed, is faith in Chrift, hope in the promife, and 
an.rntereft in the covenant. 

This life is a middle ftate ; we muft foon go 
higher or lower, where we muft fpend upon the 
treafure we h^re lay up, whether of wrath or 
glory. 

We (hould think of death, not as though we 
were thinking, but as though we were dying. 

It is the greateft bufincfs of life, to think of 
the end of life, and to lay hold of eternal Ufa. 

Let us make a/riend of death and our judge; 
and then we fhall die out of choice, as well as ne- 
ceffity. 

OF HEAVEN, 

If heaven doth not enter into us by way otho^ 
linefs, we (hall never enter into heaven by way 
of happinefs^ 

If you would lay up a treafure of glory in 
heaven, lay up a treafure of grace in your hearts. 

If your fouls are rich in grace, they will be 
rich in glory% 

The more you do for God in this worl(3. the 
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moTt God wilt do for you in the vpoi td to come« 

As heaven is kept for the faints by ChriR^ fo 
they are kept for heaveiV by the fpitit. 

InJieaveri all God's fervants will be abuirdanu 
ly fatisBed with his dealings and difpen rations 
\^ith them ; and ihall fee how all conduced hke 
ib many winds to bring them to stheir haven ; 
and how, even the rougheft blafts helped to bringf 
them homeward. 

In heaven God will never hide his face more^ 
Iter the devil fhew his more. 

How can we expe£t to live with God in hea« 
^en, if we love not to live with him on eanh ? 

If thou loveft to worfhip God here beiow^ 
God will take thee up to worfhip him above. — 
Thou fhak change thy place, but not thine em^^ 
ployment. 

Heaven is a day without a cloud to darken ie^ 
and without a night to end it. 

We would be feated in the heavenly Canaan^ 
but are loath to be fcratched with the briars and 
thorns of the wildernefs. 

In heaven ther? is the prefence of all good, 
and the abfence of all evil. 

Grace and glory differ but at the bud and the 
bloffom :— -What is grace, but glory begun ? 
What is glory, but grace perfeSed ? 

We may hope for a place in heaven, if our 
hearts are made luitable to the (late of heaven. 

If there will be any grief in heaven, fure it will 
be for this, that we have done no more for God 
on earth* 

K>t MELL. 

^ They that will not fear the punifhment in the 
threatening, (haUfeel the threatening in-the pun« 
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In heaveti^ bolioers is their everlafting temperi 
end happinefs their everlafting portion ; in hell 
lin is their eternal teqiperi and forrow iheir eter«> 
naL portion. 

The reafon why fo many fall inta hell^ is be-* 
caufe fo few think of it. 

They fall deepejl into hell^ that fall backward 
into helk 

None are To near heaven, as they that ai;e con-, 
vinced i none fo near hell, as thofc who have 
quenched convidion. 

The fcorner*s feat (lands next hell gate. 

We mud fall into the arms of Cbrifti or into 
the flanges of bell. 

You may think it a fad thing to repent oq 
Cftfth, but it is a fadder thing to repent in hell. 

A creature's place is a low place, but a (inner'i 
place is a lower. 

1 1 is a weak and wretched tbingt by folfe peacQ^ 
to fiscure eternal forrow. 
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S rivers and fountains proceed 
from the lea, and return thither again ; fo true 
grace in the heart, as a fountain, fends forth all 
its ftreams towards God, the ocean from whence 
it flowed. 

Chriftian graces are like perfumes ; the more 
they are preft, the fweeter they fmell ; like liars, 
that Ihine brightell lu the dark ; like treeS| the 
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more they art lliaken, the deeper root they take, 
and the more fruit they beieir. 

As fnow is of itfelf cold, yet warms and re- 
frefhes the earth ; fo afflictions, though in them- 
felves grievous, yet keep the foul of the chriftian 
varn), and make it fruitful. 

The cafting down of our fpirits in true humi- 
lity, is but like throwing a ball on the ground, 
which makes it rebound the higher towards hea* 
vcn, ' 

As worldly joy ends in forrow, fo godly for- 
row ends in joy. 

As it fometimes rains when the fun (bines; fo 
there may be joy in a laint's heart when there 
are tears in his eyes. 

Confeffion of (in fhould come hke water from 
a fpring, that runs freely ; and not like water 
from a llill,that is forced by the fire of affli6tion. 

As the way to flo{>^ bleeding, is by opening a 
vein ; fo the way to ftop unreafonable forrow is 
to turn it againlt lin. 

Sin is like a bee, with honey in its mouih, but 
a (ling in its tail. 

Many a man fhifts his fins as men do their 
cloaihs ; they put off one to put on another : 
This is but wailing upon the devil in a new livery. 

The (ins of a good man are like weeds in a 
garden, which may hinder the growth of fruits 
and flowers, but (not permitted to get head) can- 
not kill them. 

The pleafur^ of (in is like a draught of fweet 
poifon. 

As the fly, that plays about the candle doth 
often burn its wings at la(t } fo the chriftian that 
parleys with temptations^ u in danger of having 
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the wings of his foul fo Ihortcned by the fiery 
darts of the devil, that he will not be able to rife 
again towards heaven, till God (hall give him re* 
newed afFeftions. 

As Noah's dove could find no reff for the folc 
of her foot ; fo the fpirit of God can find no rc- 
fidence iii that heart that is deluged in fin. 

Our conrcience is as a fire within us, our fins 
as the fewel ; therefore, inilead of warming, it 
\vill fcorch us ; unlefs the fuel be removed, or 
the heat of it allayed by penitential tears. 

All true chriftians mud be like Noah's ark, 

that was pitched within and without, Gtn. vi. 14. 

They muft have a holy infide, and a holy put- 

iide ; their profeflipn and pradice muft agree to* 

' geiber. 

They that are profefTors only, and make fliew 
ofreh'gion for finifter ends, are like Orpah ; in 
^ times of affliftion they will kifs their mother and 
be gone ; they will foon take leave of the church 
of God. But they that are true chriftians arc 
like Ruth ; they will cleave to her, ftay by her^ 
' live and die wiih her,, and never depart from 
her, RiUh i. 14. i 

As it is not putting on a gown that makes a 
fcho^ar, but the inward habits of the mind ; fo 
it is not putting on an outward cloak of profef- 
iion that rnakes a chriftian, but the inwarch^race 
of the heart. 

As Noah's dove found no footing but in the 
ark : fo a chrtftian finds no contentment but in 
Cbrift. 

Our hearts are like inftrumehts of mgfic welt 
tuned i they will make n^ melody in the ear of 
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Cfiapter lii. 

* 

Containing ftrious advice toyoiuip 
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PART h 



HUSE God for your portion : 
remember that he is the only happinefs of a ra- 
tional and immortal foul The foul that was 
made for God can find no happinefs but in God : 
it came from God, and can never be happy but 
by returning to him again, and refting in him^ 
Mic. ii. 10. Arifejor this is notyoUrrtjl. CoL 
iii. 1, 2, 3, If yf. then be rifen with Chrift fedi 
thofe things which are above^ where Chrijljitttth ' 
on the right hand of God : Jet your affeSions on 
things above^ not on things on the earth. For y^ ■ 
are dead^ and your life is hid with Chrijl in G.9d^ 
God isall fufticient ; get him for your portion 
and you have all : then you have infinite wiidom 
to dire6t you, infinite knowledge to teach you, 
infinite mercy to pity and fave you, infinite love 
to care for and comfort you, and infinite power 
to proteft and keep you. If God be yours, 
all his attributes are yours ; all his creatures, all 
his works of providence, Ihall do you good, as 
you have need of them. He is an eternal, full, 
fatisfactory portion. He is an ever-living, ever- 

. loving, evcr-prefent friend; and without him 
you are a curfed creature in every condition, 
and all things will workagainft you. 

2. Confider, that by nature you are dead in 
trefpalfes and fins; a child of wrath, a ftranger 

. and an enemy to God ; and ^wbile fucb, the 
ibo'ts of God are terrible to you ; you can ex- 
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pe£l nothing from him but wrath and evcrlafling 
burnings. God is ever angry with the 
wicked : his hoUnefs hates all fin ; bis all feeing 
eye beholds it, and his juQice will punifli it. 

While you arc in a ftate of nature you can do 
nothing but iin, Gen. vi. 5. Matth. vii. 18, 
£vcry thing is a fnare, and a wicked heart is apt 
to be taken. Labour to be fenfible of this, and 
let the fmfulnefs of your nature beyour greated 
burden. Strive and labor againfl this principal- 
ly. Get purity of heart and a holy life will foU 
low upon it : but if you ftrive only againft out- 
ward a8s of fin, while your heart is let alone^ 
your labor will be in vain, your heart will tire you 
out ; or if it doth not, yet remember, that God's 
eye is in the heart, and be haih provided a hell 
for hypocrites. Nothing more damnable than a 
wicked unrenewed heart. 

3. Confider, that Chrift alone is your way to 
Cod. Juftification, pardon, and acceptance 
with God, is by faith in him alone. San6li(ica- 
tion, and a new nature, is by the power of his 
fpirit alone. Let Chrift therefore be precious 
to your foul. Labour for true faith in him. 
Take him for your Lord and Saviour ; fubmit 
to his commands in all things ; and reft your 
foul upon him alone for reconciliation and peace 
with God. Open your heart to the motions of 
his fpirit ; welcome that principle of a holy and 
divine life, and be fure to improve his motion5, 
follow hii drawings, and by no means grieve 
him. 

4. Be fpeedy in your repentance, anddiligcn 
in your cisdeavors after holinefs. Know th< 
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time of GoJ*s gracious vifitaticn. While God 
is calling, Chrill inviting, ihcgite of heaven fct 
open, the minifters of the vrord exhorirng, and 
ibe fpirit drawrng, make hafte^nd delay nor. 

Conffdcr your 1Mb is but 'fhort, and altogd- 
iher unccitain. To defer one day tnay be to 
your evevlcjRing unrdoing. When your life is 
once gone it will be in vain to think of repeitt- 
ing. You fliall then have noTnorcfermons, u0 
more oficrs of Chrill and grace, Heb. ix. 27. 
Cod will be patient no liiore. And if Gx>d 
IhouM lake away your life to morrow, you 
VoUld pcrifh inexcul'ably for refufing his grace 
to day. One offer of grace refufed renders a lin- 
ner inexcufable, though God fhould never of- 
fer his mercy more. O, trifle not with your 
foul ! Be not carelefs of eternal happincfs. You 
have heaven and hell, life and death before you 
and it depends upon your own hearty choice 
which (hall be your portion : and they arc cho- 
fen by the choice of the way which leads to them. 
Chufe life, and chute it fpeedily, and remember 
once again, that you have but one life to chufe 
in. Trifle not away this moment, upon which 
depends eternity. Mifpend not your fhort time 
to your eternal lofs. 

Stand not upon a fhort labor, difficulty, fdf- 
denial, or fuffcring, for your eternal happincfs, 
God would have you favcd ; Chrid haih died 
for you to reconcile you to God ; he is afcerided 
into heaven to open a door for your foul to en- 
ter in at, and he is interceding with the Failier 
for all grace and mercy for you,- if you refuic 
him not. He came into the world to ftek end 
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h/ave'ihat ^hich is lo/l^ Luke xix. lO. Bs- 
fenCible of your AqFuJ) lod, daoinablc condition, 
without bim. O! in^ke hade to your faviojur, 
yidd to aU hi& demands, and take him as o£fcr^ 
ed in the. goii»el, in. all his ofSces. 

5. Endeavor to be truly and thprougjily reli- 
gious, and be aot diicouraged at the difQcuUiesi 
oF it. God:s grace fliall be fufficient. for youc 
beip ; his piEomiies, fi^all be your fw;eet cncou? 
ra^enoent; peaoe of confcience, and cotnmuDi^ 
on vcith God, (hall be your ever prefcnt cordi- 
&ls« The trouble and Pains of Religion (haJI be 
but ihort, and your reward fhall be gloi^ious and 
^^raaL Remccaber that of the apodle, when 
religion calls you to felf-denial and fuSerings, 
€ur light affliBions that arc but/or a mQmcnlJhall 
workoiU /or us afar mort exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory^ 2 Cor,, iv. 17. Ifwcfufferwiihi 
Chrijl wepicdl alfo reign with him^ 2. Tim. ii, 
1(2. And the fufferings of this prejent life> a-rc 
not worthy tobt compared with the glory which 
Jkall he revealed^ R^oiii. viii. 18^ Si^e alfo,^ 
lia. xUiL 2, 3*j WMn thou pajjejl through thti 
toaters Iwill be with thee s andtJirough the riuers^ 
iheyjhail not overflow thee ; w^en tliqu walk^jj^ 
through the fire ihoujhalt not he. iuv^t^ nelthev 
Jkall the flame, kindle upon thee.. For I am the 
Lord thy Godu^ thcJwly one of l^x^a^^i thy fyviqur. 
Never are we more joyful than whjen we deojc 
Qur joy for Ghdft's fake ! And if th^ije ^rgurqents 
witi not prevail, then couGder, that all thepain^ 
and difficuhies of religion will b^ fpund io the 
€nd far moxe toierabile than helL 

6. lievote your young years to. a gopd God 
and your loving faviour. The firft ijcijiits^^re; IQ 
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be offered to him* The green cars of yout 
youth are to be carried to his fanSuary. Think 
k not pity that the vain delights and (inrul plea- 
fures of youth fliould be loft : you (hall but ex- 
change them for fpiritual delights, which are far 
more excellent, inward and Jafting. The joy 
of the Holy Ghoft, the rejoicing ofa good con- 
fcience, communion with God, the fenfe of his 
love, and the hope of heaven, are far better than 
the pleafures of fln, and will more than rec6m-» 
penfe your lofs of youthful and carnal delights. 
And confider this ferioufly, that none have ufu- 
ally more comfort in their fouls than thofe, who 
are willing to lofe their iinful comforts for God 
and their foul's fake. 

Remember that you muft give an accotmt to 
God how you fpend your youth, as well as for 
old ag^. Confider, as young as you are, hovr 
many years are already fpent; and what account 
you are able to give to God of them. One day 
fpent in (in is too much ; and the (ins of one hour 
deferve a hell. Younger than you are dead and 
gone. Let the thoughts of them mind you fe- 
rioufly of your account. Your call to God^s 
bar may be next. Are you ready? Think of- 
ten what expcnce of time may be beft accounted 
for to God; and to fpend your younger days, 
as you will wifh you had fpent them when you 
come to die and be judged. 

Suppofe God fhould call you away fuddenly, 
ivhat fentence could you expeft from him ? Arc 
vou ready, if the bridegroom fliouId now come? 
Malik. XXV. 6. It will be no excufe atjudgment 
if you be found in your fin^, to fay, Lord^ I 
i^fffs kit young. He that is old enough to fin k 
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old enough for hell. You cannot make fure of 
Gbd's love, and an intereft in Chriit too foon. 
You cannot fecure your fouhoo foon. 

Confider thofe young ones in fcripture whoiire 
commended for their early piety. Samuel was 
iDiniftering to God in his childhood, i Sam: ii. 
*8. Jofiah had a tender heart for God in his 
tender years, 2 Kings xxii. 19. Children hng 
Hx)fannas to Chrift, Mailh. xxi. 15. Timothy 
was a faint betimes, 2 Tim. iii. 15. And let 
thefe young ones be your pattern. 

The young difciple was the loved difciple. — 
God takes great Delight in an early convert. All 
vourlife is due to God, let him therefore have 
all tltat {till rexnains, and beg his pardon that any 
of it hath been deny'd^ 

: Repentance is eafleft in youth. Sin is Icfs 
rooted, fatan not fo fortify'd, grace not fo much 
flighted, the fpirit not fo much grieved, and the 
confcience not fo much hardened. 

Be fure therefore to give God your youth,— 
Refolve now to be ferioufly religious. Now beg 
for; the pardon of your Sins, and the fpirit of 
holinefs ; and though the generality of youth 
take another courfe, yet be not fwayed by the 
muhitude, and carried down ihe dream towards 
hell ; let them go, you ihall have better compa- 
ny. The faints of God will love you, the angels 
of God will guard you, and the prefence of God ^ 
himfelf fhall be with you. 

And if you find yourfelf ftill inclined to be as 
the moft are, and to do as the moft do, confidcr, 
that you cannot have that pleafurein fin which 
others may. You have had a good education, 
and good inftruttious ; vour confcience hath 
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been more awakened, and will hot fufrer yon to 
enjoy the pleafures of Rn, as others, ^ho afrc 
more ignorant, and worfe 'educkted, may. Con- 
fcicnce will mix gall <viih ybu'r honey ; When 
you go to prayer, in the 'evening, updn yourr bfed, 
when alone and retired, or tn the daVk, k tvill 
read fad leQures to you, and make ycQ review 
your pad delights with buternefs. 

Labor therefore lb approve yourfeff to <Jdd 
in youth ; and though 'other's hiay condefnn ydu, 
yet God (from whofe mouth only you mull hVc 
or die) will acquu and juftify you. 

And as a conckifibn of ihi^ advice^ let toe peV- 
fuade you to confidcr,'that a forfkking of fin, 
when you are moft capable of pleafure or honoi: 
by it, and a turning to God When you are mdft 
capable of enjoying the world, will clearly evi- 
dence the truth of your converfion. So'thatia 
timely converfion fo God in youth, as it is mbfk 
eafy, Co it is leaft quefiionable ; for it how "ap- 
pears that God is loved for himfelJF, and 'Chrift is 
preferred above the flefh, and grace above thfe 
Iweeteft delights of the world, 

PART II. 

1. Make the word of God tile rlilfc of all yoti 

do. 

2. Whatever you do, be fu re to do k in the 
ftrength of Chrilt. Without me (faith Cbrift) ye 
can do nothings John xv. 5. i., e. nothing well, 
nothing that is acceptable to God. If you do 
not bear fruk as a branch in Chrift, your fruit 
will be but bad, and unfavory in God's account; 
and you cannot bear fruit, as a branch in ChriU, 
unhfs aJJ your fap and fructifying power be 
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drawn froln him by an adive faith. Paul could 
do all things through Cbrijl ihatjlrengthened him^ 
Phil, V5. 13. He could bear the devil's buffet- 
in gs by ^tf^aVn/^r^c^ from Chrift, 2 Cor. xii. 5. 
But, of hiitifelf, he coutd not fo much as think a 
good thought^ ^ Cor. iii. 5. 

Nature is but a dry root of Goodnefs ; no gra- 
cious actions fpring from thence. Grace depends 
upon continual fup'plies that (low from Chrift, as 
fap Trtwn the root, or beams from the fun. If 
Chrift wit^hdraws^your grace prefently languifh- 
es, grows faint and unaflive. Know therefore^ 
and mind it before you go to work, from whence 
your ftrength muft come, and fetch it in by faith. 
Without this pradice you (ha)! fall in fmall 
temptations, and with it (land in great ones. Be 
Jlroifg in the Lord^ and in the power of his mighty 
and nothing {hall be too hard for you. Moun- 
tains fhall be plains, and vallies filled up. All 
things (hall be po(rible to him that believes, and 
relies upon that power to which nothif^ is im* 
po(iible. 

3. As you are to a£l in the power of Chrift, 
fo you are to prefent your duties to God in the 
name of Chrift, CoL iii. 17. Your mod coitly 
fecrifices are but unlavory in the noftrils of a 
holy God, if they be not perfumed by the frag« 
rant incenfe of his interceCBon : Your faircft 
righteoufnefs but as (ilthy rags, if his righteouf- 
nefs doih not cover it : Your duties mu{t be dy- 
ed in the blood of Chrift, they muft be enriched 
with his precious merits, or they will be too mean 
for God to look upon, unlefs with indignation. 
In the Lord have I righteoufnefs and ftrength^ 
Ifa, xlv, 24, ..^^ 

r 
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4. Whatever you do, do all to the glory ofGod^ " 
X Cor. X. 31. The belt a3 ion is ill done, if not ■ 
for a good end ; and no end is religion fly good 
without this. That duty that does not begin and 
end "ill God, is no part of godlincfs. Look 
therefore to your end, and never fatisfy yourfelf 
that you have done niuchy unlefs you have done 
it well. 

It is the defign of the gofpel t6 take man whol- * 
ly ofFhimfelf, and call him wholly upon God 
and Chritt. All idols muft be caft down, that 
God alone may be exalted. Sclf-emptinefs and 
God's fulnefs, felf-deficiency and Chrift's fuffici- 
cncy, felf-unrighteoufnefs and Chrill's righteouC- 
nefs, are the great con viQ ions of the gofpel ; and 
to make felf nothing, and God all in point of ■ 
wifdom, ftrength, righteoufnefs and glory, is the -• 
great command and duty of it. 

And by thefe things examine all you d6 : By ' 
whofe rule have I a^led ? By whofe ftrengih 
have I a3ed ? In whofe name have I a6led ? 
And for whofe f,lory have I atlcd ? What faith, 
what humility, what felf-denial, what love of God ' 
and Chrirtj hath there been in all my atiions ? 
Thefc are General Rules of ASion. ^ 

5. Endeavor to make every day the Lord's, 
to fpend it well, and to gel nearer heaven by it. 

And to this End accept kindly oj this Advice* 
1. As foon as ever you awake in the morn- 
ing lift up your heart to God, and open it to 
him. As much as poflibly you can, avoid all 
thoughts about the world until your morning de- 
votions are over. For you will hnd by experi- 
ence that, if the world gives your f(>ul the firll 
falute, and be embraced v;ith kiudnefi in -your < 
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niorntng alFe£lions, it will greatly deaden yoot 
heart in the morning duties. 

2. As foon as you are up, prefent your de- 
fires to God, in the nameof Chrift, for whatever 
your foul feels the want of, and give God his 
due praifes for his merdes towards you the night 
paft. Thus David^ Pfal. v. 3. My voicejhalt 
thou hear in the mornings Lord ; in the morn'- 
ing -will IdireB my prayer unto thee. And for 
thankfgiving, Pfal. xcii. 1, 2. It is agood thing 

to give thanks unto ihee^ Lord to Jhewjorih 

thy loving kindnefs in the morning. 

3v Let no day go without reading fome por- 
tion of the fcriptures : And it is no great mat- 
ter, whether you read it before you pray in the 
morning, or juft after ; your own inclination 
and experience will dire6i you ; but be fure it be 
done. You will find it very profitable to begia 
the day with fuch a converfe with God. Prov. 
vi. 22, 23. When thou wakeji it Jhall talk 
with thee. See John v. 39, the command of 
Chrift : and Jojhua i. 8« the command of God^ 
^ith a prpmiie. 

The fcripture difcovers fin, and the devil's de- 
vices and malice; it difcovers duty, and the love 
of God and Chrift; and it difcovers your ftrength 
and encouragements : There are the promifes of 
aflifting and crowning^race. By thefe, the Spi^ 
rit a6ls, the devil is conquered, and the foul is 
comforted. Through thefe, the eye of faith can 
fee the love of Chrift, the grace of God, and the 
glory of heaven. In thefe are the food, the phy- 
fic, and the arms of the chriftian's foul. Thefe 
are the word of reconciliation, grace and truth, 
gnd the power of God to falvation ; Therefore. 
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every day look' iiilo thefe, prayiag for the rplrit-l 
teachings, and mixing faith with what yau read; 
4« Let aJi youc ordinary or woffidly bufinefs 
of the day be done- with integrity of h^art, and 
it refpe^t to God, whofe fervant you ought to be 
malt things*. J^fal. ixxviii« 72^ Doall thingj 
tfs to the Locd^ a^ in his eye^ and according tp 
his will; and your whole day's work will be as 
it w^ere a religious worfiiip : This refpe£fc will 
ipake all holy^ 

5. Have a cai?e every day that nothing piU 
you into a palBon : Do nothing witji an over 
eagernefs of mind ; and be e v6r u pot> your gu^ard 
againft fudden accidents/ And: this can never 
be obtained- but by committing yourfelF^ and 
your affairs, into God'^s hs^ and care every day ; 
believing that he governs all things rifely, and 
will ever do that which is beft for you. 

The power, wifdom and goodnefs of divine 
provideriGc, rauft every day be believed by hira 
that would live every day in peace and tran« 
^ility of foul. 

6. Every evening to your pray^r^ ^g^in? afld 
to your praifes foP that day's mercies : The J^ews 
were appointed their evening facrilices, as well as 
Hiorning, £xcd. xxx. 7, &. Twice- a day is as 
Tittle as can be allowed to thofe who are com- 
manded to pray continually, Phil. iv. 6. i: Thefs-^ 
V. if. And every prayer ftiould have it;s prai* 
fes in it, PfaL xoii. 1,2. It is ^ood to give thanks 
untothe Lord- — tQ-Jh^w^fbrth hisfaii^uhufs evc^ 
ry nighti A child will afe his earlWy father'^ 
bleffing^atmarnii^g and night; andi^isbeuer man- 
ners and to Wtter puifjofe, to afk o\if heavenly fa- 
ther'fi blcffing as often*. We are ever in wa&t, and 
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God iS'CVergiving ; pfa)*ers therefore, and praif- 
es, arecverfuitabieand becoming. 

•Let no day go wHho«t obfervaiion, and re- 
, view of God's oarriagetowards you, and of yours 
towards him; of mercies end afflictions ; and of 
your duties, and the frame of heart in them; of 
your iins or inclinations to (in; and fo likewife 
^f any fp€cial or remarkable providence of God 
related to you by of hers, or feen or read of by 
yourfelf. And let God have the glory of what 
teg<k)d. In affliOions be humble, be afhamed 
and grieved for fins ; and confider what God'« 
^rc/a/ providences fpeak to you. 

Cfraum ly. 

.Containing fom€ occafional refltHions^ direBions^ 
means andjtgns cfgrau^ d^c. 

, PROPER REFLECTIONS FOR POOR SAINTS, 

. AjrUTWARD good things are no 
ligns of God's fpecial !ovc. Thefan ofprofperi- 
ty Ihincs upon the brambles of the wikJcrnefs, as 
well as upon the flowers of (he garden : and the 
Tnow of afflitHon falls up'on the garden as v;cll as 
upon vkc wildcrnefs* 

What though the ftreams of creature comforts 
runs low with ihce, fo thou haft the more from 
fhe fpring-head ? There is more comfort in one 
drop that diHils immediately from God, than 
from tcnthoufand rivers that How from creature 
de'.ights. 

God doth ComciimQ^ on \)Ut^o^^ ^v^h^ xy^v^^j 
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creatures emptiners^ that we may go to his fuU 
nefs. He makes us fee the creatures to be bro- 
ken cifterns, that we jnay know him to be the 
fountain : and that we may feed more largely ^ 
upon fpiritual dainties, he may deny us carnal ;>; 
ones, ?' 

What though God deny the earthly jewel, if; 
he give ihee the heavenly crown? — If thou haft] 
fio portion here thou Ihak have a kingdom here- ! 
after; and Cod is thy portion here, and fo long : 
thou fhalt not want any good thing. Creinin^ 
comforts at the bcft, areonly delightful, not fa- .^ 
lisfying ; pleafant, not gainful J \ 

What if all thy friends forfake thee, fo long ■ 
as God (who is better than all) ftand by thee ? — : 
Whatever enjoyment friends afford, that God y 
does much more. Do they love thee ? He died - 
for thee. Do they pity thee in thine afflidions? ; 
In all thy offliBions ht is affliSied^ Ifa. Uiii. 9. — ' 
What wouTdcft thou have a friend for ? For 
converfe ? O tafte and fee how good and plea* ' 
fant a thing it is to have communion with God ! 
hear (if thou canft, and not be raviihed) the 
fweet voice, / am thine avkd thou art mine. O J "' 
feel the pantings of his heart, and hear the 
founding of his bowels ! — Wouldft thou have 
a friend 10 pour out thy breaft into ? — O ! who 
is fo fit for that as God ? He will bear part of 
thy burden if thou art laden or he will add new 
ftrengih to fuftain it. — His love, his converfe, 
his fociety, is life itfelf ; and fuch a life is made 
up of nothing but fweetnefs and delight« 
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The Myjlery of a Chriftian. 

1. He lives in another, GaL ii. 20. He rs 
wife in another, 1 Cor. i. 30. He is righteous 
in another, Rom. x. 4. He is ftrong in another, 
Ifa. xlv. 24. 

2. He is very low in humility, but very high 
in hope. He knows he is undeferving of the leaft 
mercy, yet expefts the greateft, Gen. xxxii. lOf 

12. 

3. He is in the world but not o/"the world, 
^'^'Ijfohn XV. g. In the world as a pilgrim^ but not 

as a citizen. His habitation is below, but his 
converfation above. 

4. He is meeky but vehement ; meek in his owni 
caufe, yet vehement in the caufe of God. (As 
Mofes^ who was dead to alfronts, deaf to re. 
proaches, and blind to injuries.) He will com- 
ply with any thing that is civil, but with nothing 
that is finful. He will (loop to the ncccffiiiesot* 
the meaneft, but will not yield to the finful hu- 
mors of the greateft. 

5. He works out his falvation ruithfear and 
tremblings yet believes in Chrift without fear and 
trembling, Phil. ii. 12, 13. He" does much for 
God, yet counts hirafelf an unprofitable fervant* 
He works as if he was to live here always, yet 
worfhips as if he was to die to-morrow. 

6. When he is weak then he is firong^ 2 Cor, 
xii. 10. When he is mod fcnfible of his own 
veaknefs, and moft dependent on Chrift's ftrcngtlv 
then he ftands the fafcft. 

7. When he is moft vile in his own eyes he is 
moft glorious in the eycsoFGocl. When Jo^ 
abhorred b/mfelf then God TU\\:dV\\^:v\^ 3^'^ ^^^* 
6. When the centurion ihou^\\v\mT&\lN\\^^s^^ 

Is 
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unworthy, Chrift faid, / hatfe- not found fo great 
fdith^ no not in Ifrael, Matth. viii. 8, lo. 

8. He lis content with his condition, yet longs 
and prays for a better, 2 Cor. v. 4, 

9. His lofTes are gains; (as Job's^ Job xlii. 
12.) His falls are rifings ; (a$ Peter's Job. xxi, 
17.) His affliQions are promotions ; {^s Jacob's^ 
allthoje things are againjl we, faith he, Grn. xlij, 
36, yet all thofe things were for him.) His dif- 
appointments are preferments ; (as Mofes*s; tho* 
he did not go to Canaan, as he defired ; yet he 
went to heaven, which was better, PeiU^ xxxiv. 

10. He cannot fin, 1 yohn iii. 9. yet he canr 
not biU fin, 1 John i.-S. He cannot fin habitu- 
ally^ and with full confent of will ; yet he cani^ot 
but fin a£tually through weakjnefs. 

11. He faith, wretched man that I am, who 
Jhall deliver me ? Rom. vii. ^4, Yet he faiih, 

hlejfed man that / am^ ^ho Jhall condemn me ? 
Kora. viii, 34^ ^ 

12. Hegrieves, yet rejoices under the ftrokes 
of hi$ heavenly father's hands. He grieves that 
his father's hand ftrikes him, yet rejoices that it 
is the hand of a father, Heb. x;i. 6, 7. 

ig. He knows there is no abfolute perfeQion 
in this life, yet is continually reaching after it. 
PhiL iii. 12, 13, 14. 

14. The lefs his burden grows the more he 
feels it. The lefs fin he hath the more fenlible he 
is of fin ; not that fin grows, but light, bolinefi?, 
and tendernefs is increafed, 1 Tim. i. 15, 

15. He is content to live, yet willing to die. 
He deGres .to fervc Chrift here, y et deCu^s more to 

depart, aod^to be with him ia Vxea^Ntv^^ PhU/v, ^^, 
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Some doubts and fears of a tender confcience anf 

wered. 

1. I fear Cbrift is not willing to fave me. 

Anfw. What is this but limiting, or fettin^ 
bounds to infinite mercy ? — What greater fign« 
of his willingnefs would you have than thofe he 
hath already given you ? He hath died, and pur- 
chafed falvation for you, Heb. ii. 9. 1 John ii. 2. 
He calls and intreats you to come and accept of 
it, Matth. xi. 28. He faith he will not cad you 
out, jfohn vi. 37. He complains that you will 
not come, Jfohn v. 40. — And wilt thou yet fay, 
he is not willing ? — If thou art willing^ he never 
^as otherwife.'-^^Be of good comfort^ he calleth 
thee. Ifa. Iv, 1. Ho ! every one that thirjleth^ 
tome ye to the waters^ and he that hath no money ; 
come ye^ buy and eat ; yea^ come^ buy wine and 
inilk without money and without price.— -^^Bring 
only yourfelf^ come out of need| as all do ; as the 
prodigal did. 

2. But I am fo unworthy.— 

Anfw. If you would have nothing but what 
you are worthy of, you muft have nothing but 
hell. What was Abraham^ or Saul^ or any, wor- 
thy of, before tlie Lord called them ? Say not, 
I am unworthy. Art thou willing? Rev, xxii. 
1 7. Whofoever will, let him take of the water of 
life freely. 

3. But my fins are very great ; and I am 
confounded at the fight of them. Alas! how 
can I think of a pardon ? 

Anfw. Are thy fins great ? the more need thou 
haftof a faviour. Greater finners have been par- 
doned, Manaffeh and Saul. But doll thou 

ihink thou art more guilty than Chriftis gracious.^ 
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read Ifa. i. 1 8. Come ^nd let us reafon iogeiTier^ 
faith the Lord^ though your fins he asfcarlet^ they 
Jhall be as white as fnow^ thovgh they be red liki 
iirimfon they Jhall be as wool, x John i. 7. Tht 
Hood of J ejus Chrijl his Son cleanjeth us from all 
fin. Blefs God for that word all. 

4. But I have a proud, bard, dead heart. 
Anfw. Put that among your fins, and coiB« 

to Chrift. 

5. My fins are many as well as great. I fin 
daily ; I fo fin that I rouft fuffer, 

Anfw, Yea, if there were none to appear for 
ihee. Luke vii. 47. Her fins which were- many^ 
are forgiven her. 1 John i. 7. Chrift is a dstily 
advocate, 1 John ii. 1, 2\, Jf any man fin we 
have an advocate with the Father^ J^f^^ Chrift. 
the Righteous^ and he is the propitiation for oui^ 
Jins. This fcripturc (hould be as daily bread foF 
believers to live upon. 

6. I have finned againft light and conviflion# 
Anfto. So did David and Peter, who yet 

were pardoned. 

7. But I am a revolter and backflider. 
Anfw. jfer. 'ni. 1. — Thou ha/l played the har- 

kt with matiy lovers^ yet return again unto me^ 

Jdith the Lord. Hof. xiv. 4. / will heal their 

hack/lidings^ I will love them freely. 

6. I am afraid of departing from God againv 
Anfw. Jer. xxxii. 40. — I will make an ever^ 

hfting covenant with them^ that I will not turn. 

away from, them to do them good^ bui I will put 

my fear into their hearts^ that they Jhall net di-^ 

^art from me. 

9, I have no ftrength. 
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Anfw. Ifa. xlv. ^^. Surely Jhall one fay ^ in 
the Lord have I righteoufnefs andjlrength^ 

10. I am afraid to die. 

Anfw. PfaL xxiii. 4. Yea^ though I walk 
through the valley 0/ thejkadow 0/ death I will 
fear no evil^ for thou art with me, Phil. i. 23. 
/ am in aflrait between two^ having a defirc to 
depart and to be with Chrifly which is far better^ 
When you die God fhall be with you; and you 
Ihall be with God and Cbrift forever. 
The difference between inherent and imputed righ- 

teoufnefs. 

t. Inherent righteoulnefs fanQifies^ imputed 
righteoufnefsjuftifies. 

2. Inherent righteoufnefs makes us {hine be- 
fore men, imputed righteoufnefs makes us fhine 
before God. 

3. Inherent righteoufnefs pleafes God, impu- 
ted righteoufnefs appeafes him. 

4. Inherent righteoufnefs difcharges from hy- 
pocrify, imputed righteoufnefs from guilt. 

5. Inherent righteoufnefs makes us pray^ 
imputed righteoufnefs makes our prayers pre- 
vail. 

6. Inherent righteoufnefs is our fincerity, im- 
puted righteoufnefs our perfeftion. 

7. Inherent righteoufnefs refpeQs the law, im- 
puted righteoufnefs anfwers the law. 

8. Inherent righteoufnefs is the evidence of 
our falvation, imputed rightequfnefs the foun. 
dation of it. 

9. Inherent righteoufnefs is our joy, imput- 
ed righteoufnefs our glory, Ifa. xlv. 25. 

10. Inherent righteoufnefs is to beloved, im- 
pujcd n^hreoulheis to be iruHcd* 

F 2 
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11. Inherent righteoufnefs is imperfeft, im- 
puted righteoufncfs pcrfeft. 

1 s. Inherent righteoufnefs is our qualification 
for heaven, imputed righteoufnefs our title to it. 
DireSionsfor thofe that art under conviHions of 

Confcience. 

1. Do not prefuroe, you arc not yet come to 
the heavenly Canaan. 

2. Do not defpair, you are in the way to it« 

3. Beware of ill company. 

4. Fear falling away, Heb. iv. 1. Prefer vc a 
tender frame. 

5. Keep up prayer. Be much in ejacula- 
tions. 

6. Do not reft in conviSions, nor duties, nor 
any thing (hort of Chrift. 

7. Be much in humiliation and confeffion. 

8. Remember to keep holy the Lord's day.* 

9. Study your foul's cafe, and labor to get 
your hearts aft'efiled with it, and mortified to the 
world. 

10. Remember the great day of accounts, 
Eccl. xii. 14. 

11. Prepare for, and think not ftrange of tri- 
als, Heb. x. 32. 

12. Let not religion be your diverjion^ but 
your bujinefs. 

DireBions to keep from Jin. 

1. Run not into temptations. 

2. Maintain a conftant watch againfl, and 
fear of fin. 

3. Beware of pride and prefumption. 

4. Avoid and abhor flothfulnefs. 

5. Remember you ftand by faith. Your 
UrcB^ih is in Chrift| look to him for it. 
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Means to gain repefttance. 
1^ Sit with care, conftancy) and confcience) 
under the word of trQth and go fpel of grace. 

2, Study the nature of God. 

3, Sit loofe to the world. 

4, Confider the (horttiefs of life, and the lim* 
itation of the day of grace. 

5, Be much in the bufinefs of felf-examination 
PJaL iv, 4. Stand in awe and Jin not^ commune 
with your own heart upon your bedy and be Jlill. 
Lam. iii, 40. Let us fear eh and try our hearts^ 
and turn again unto the Lord, 

6, Serioufly expe£l approaching judgment. 

7, Think much of death and eternity. 

8, Waih thy heart in the blood of Jefus, and 
lake every day a turn on mount Calvary. 

9, Scrioufly apprehend the poflibility, nayi 
the probability : nay the abfolute certainty of a 
pardon through Chrift. 

1O9 Sue for lepenrance at the hand of God : 
Say with Ephraim^ Turn thou me and IJhall be 
turned^ for thou art the Lord my Godj Jer. xxxi, 
18. 

Means to live at peace. 

1, Mind your own Bufinefs, x TheJ/. iv, 11. 

2, Keep your tongue from evil, 1 Peter iii, 
10. 

3, Do not contend for every trifle, whether 
it be matter of right or opinion. 

4, If others negleft their duty to you, be fure 
that you perform yours to them. To render 
railing for railing, is to return fin for lin. 

5, Make your enemy fee and feel your love 
to him, Rom. xii. 20. 

6^ Beg of God for univerfal charity^ J 
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7, Be h amble. 

8, By faith wait for the providence of God. 

Means to be content. 

1, Confider you have what God allots you ; 
^hat his providence allows you. . Your crofles 
and comibrts are mixed by his hands. It is the 
will of God that thou (bouldeft be thus and thus. 
Labour then to have that dearer to thee than any 
thing in the world. 

2, Confider, that if you had fewer comfortf 
and more crolfes, you ought to be thankful ; 
for do you know what you have dcfcrved ? 
'Tis of the Lord's mercy that you are not con- 
fumed. 

3, Whatever comes, take it as from the hand 
of God aflure yourfelF, that without permiffioa 
and direfiion it could not come. 

4, Prepare to receive the will of God, and 
look for changes and alterations in the world. 

5, Faith is another means to quiet, fatisfy and 
content the mind. That afTures us, that that 
which is confiftent with the love of God may w^ell 
be born. Outward lofles and afilittions are 
confiftent with the love of God. Wkom the Lord 
loveth he chqfi^^^^h^ Heb. xii, 6. We are all 
fubjeft to alterations ; our life, health, eflate, 
friends, families, and all we have, are liable to 
changes. Let us then fix upon a God that 
never changes, that never (iiils, who is from e- 
verlafting to evcrlafting. Let us depend upon a 
God that depefids upon none. And, what tho' 
our houfc be not fo with God as it hath been ; 
yet if he hath made wi^h us an everlafling cove- 
nant, we have great reafon to be content with 
all his outward dealings with us^ 2 Sam. xxiiij.g. 
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Means to prefa-vc mercies. 
i, Be thankful for them. 

2, Receive them as mercies, not as dues. 

3, Prepare to part with them. 

4, Expeft the continuance of mercies from 
God, he is the ftrength of our life, the ftaff of 
our bread, the breath of our noftrils, and the 
length of our days. 

Signs of Sincerity. 

1, Prayer is a lign of fincerity ; if it be fecret, 
Matth. vi, 6. Frequent, Adis x, 2. Fervent, 
Rom. viii, 26. 

2, A willingnefs to be fearched by God, PfaL 
cxxxix, 23. By the righteous, Pfdl. cxli, 5.— 
By minillcrs, AHs x, 33. By confcience, PjaU 
Ixxvii, 6. By the fciiptures, John iii, 19, 20> 
ai. Sincere fouls love fincere dealings. 

3, A fenfe of fin ; particularly of fpiritual 
fins, MarkiXj 24. Rom. vii, 21. And of origi- 
nal fin, Rom. vii. 24. efpccially when it drives to 
Chrift, ver. 25. 

4, When a man is mod fenfible of, and watch- 
fuVagainft his own fin, his conftitutional fin, ihi 
beam in his own eye. 

5, Univerfal Tcndernefs. When a man will 
not plead for any fin, Pfal. cxix, 128. nor quar- 
rel with any of the commandments, P/i/. cxix, 
6. ^Bs ix, 6. 

6, *Tis a fign of fincerity when a man chufes 
affliction rather than fin, Dan. iii, 17, 18. 

7, When a man relies upon Cbrilt for ftrength 
againft fin. 

8, When^^a man loves God above all, and 
loves others principally for what is God-Uke in 
them. 
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9, When a man delights in the word of God, 

10, IVhen he makes confcience to watch his 
heart in duty* 

iii When a man's thoughts run freely on 
heavenly things* , •* 

12, When the glory of God is preferred a- 
bove alL 

13, When a man^s profeflion is joined with 
meeknefs. 

14, A well governed tongue (for an outward 
fign) when a man dares neither boaft of himfelf^ 
nor cenfurc others, James iii, 2. Malth. xii, 36, 

15, Conftancy inthe wayspf God, Job xxvii, 
6, 10.— *-Such aman can never be a hypocrite. 
Short quejlions whereby to know whether the heart 

be truly changed. 
i, Hath thine heart been turned into forro^t 
fcr lin ? 

" fi, Haih thy forrow turn'd into prayer ? 
g, Hath thy prayer turried into faith P 
4, Hath thy faith iffued in univerfal tender- 
nefs and obedience. 

Signs 0/ Faith. ";> ^ 

TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE. 

1, Chrift is precious. 

t, The word is fwcet. 

3, Sin is bitter. 

4, Prayer is delightful. 

5, Saints are dear. 

6, Religion is their bufinefs. 

7, The world is a broken idol. 

8, Death is welcome. Or thus, 

They that believe, 
Have Chrift in their hearts ; heaven in their 
eye -, and the world under their feet. God's 




fpirit is their guide ; Cod's fear is their guard ;., 
God's people are their companions ; God's pro- 
mifes are their cordials ; holinefs is their vay $ 
and heaven is their home. 

Signs of love to Chrijl. 

JllEY THAT LOV£ CHRIST^ 

t, Love to think of him. 

^5 They love to hear of him, 

3, They love to read of him. 

j^^ They love to fpeak< foj 

bo 

5, They love ihe pretence ot Chrift^ 

.6, They love the yoke of Chrift. 

7, They love the mlniftcrs of Chrift. 

S, They love the name of Chrift. 

g, They hat<^ lin^ 

1O5 They are pleafed when Chrift is pleafed. 

XI, They are grieved when Chrift is grieved. 

12^ They long to be with Chrift. 

Chrift 's will is their will ; Chrift's diOionor is 
iheir affliction ; Chrift's caufe is their care ; 
Chrift's n:inifters are their ftars ; ChriftV faints 
«re th^V jcotnpanions ; Chrift's day is their de- 
light ; Chrift's word is their oracle; Chrift's glo- 
fy is their end. 

Signs 0/ the fear 0/ Gfid. 

A MAN THEN FEARS God, 

1, When he dares not fin, though folicited 
iand tempted ta it. 

2, When fin is common and yet he fears it. 

3, When he is afraid of an evil thought. 

4, when he dares not fin though he fhould fuf- 
fer if he does not. 
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5, When his heart is broken, and trembles at 
tlie word of God. 

65 When he flies to Chrift. 
7, When he is ftudiouslo pleafe God, 

Signs ojtrut grace. 

1, When felf-loving is turned into felf-loath- 
ing; felf-excufinginto relf-condtmning; felf-ad- 
miring into felf-aBhorring ; felf-feekingintoielf- 
denying* 

2, It is a fign of true grace when a man feri- 
oufly complains of the want of grace. 

A gracelefs perfon cannot truly complain that 
he ha;h no grace. There is grace in that com- 
plaint. 

3, When the heart is tender^ . and feels the 
power of an ordinance. 

4, When the foul hath an appetite after the 
word, 1 Ptt. ii, 2. . 

5, When a man makes confcience of fecrct 
prayer. 

6, When we are taken with their converfation, 
and manner of life, who are mod fpiritual, Zcch. 
viii, 23. 

7, When we are willing to be acquainted with 
Chrift, and reconciled to God upon any terms. 

8, When a man approves of all duties. 

g. When he delires more grace : There \% 
grace in the defire of grace, as there is fin in the 
delireof fin, Nth. i, 11. Pjal. Ixxxiv, 5. 

A Jhort Pray tr for Children. 

OMOST great and gracious God, thou art 
from everlafting to everlafting. No crea- 
turc is worthy to come before thee ; much lefs 
urn I, poor jfinful dutl and afties. 
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O Lord, I am conceived and born in firf. 
Thou had nouriUied and brought mc up, but I 
have rebelled againll ihec ; I huve known thy 
will, but have not done it, and therefore defervc 
to be beaUn with many Jlri pes, I have defpifcd 
thy Promifcs, and abufccl thy mercies. I have 
been unthankful for mercies received, and iiji- 
fruitful under mercies enjoyed. I have finned 
againfl To much light, againit fo much love, and 
againfl' fo much warning, that it is of thine in- 
finite mercy that I am not confumed. I cannot 
anfwer for what I have done : I cannot bear 
what I have deferved. — 

enter not into judgment with me ! do not 
puni(h but pity mc ! Remember not what I have 
done, but remember what Cbrill hath fuifcred, 
and let his blood go for mine. — I pray thee let 
my fins be my grief, but not my ruin : let them 
be laid to my heart, but not to my charge. Thou 
haft found a ranfom, deliver me from the pit. 
Since Chrift was crucihcd, let me be rclealed; 
as he wasafiiided and fmitien, let mc be healed 
by his ftri/res^ and cured by his wounds. 

What comfort can I take in any thing here 
below, if fin lie at the door ? — Lord I bcfecch thee 
take away my fin before thou takeft away my 
life. Let not me nor any that are related to mc, 
hve in fin, and die iniin, and go to the grave 
with a lie in the right hand, 

1 humbly befeech thee, O Lord, to fprinkle 
my confcience with the blood of Chrift, which 
cleanfeth from all Jin. Give me faith in that 
blood, and peace in the appircation of it to my 
confcience, that by ibefc thy tokens for good X 
may know that I am not appointed for wrath but 

i 
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to ollaitifalvdiion hy my Lord J f Jus Chrift, — And 
for his fake grant me thy holy fpiric, 1 befeecli 
tbec lo enlighten my mind, that I may know 
thee ; to renew my will, that I may ferve thee \ 
and to fanQify my afFcfclions, and all the powers 
of my foul and body, that I may follow thtc ful- 
ly Tiil the days of my life. 

O Lord defend me fiom the world, the flcfli, 
and the devil. Make me good in my perfon, 
and good in my place. Let thy fpirit reft in mc 
that I may be always doing or getting good.— ^ 
Help mc well through this world. Ufenie whilft 
I live, and dont refufe mc when I conae to die. 
Let my life be a holy walking with thee, that my 
death mav be a comfortable soing to ihee. 

For Chrift's fake, O Lord, blefs all thy peo« 
pie, this nation and the family I belong to. Give 
all true peace and holinefs. Haflen the down- 
fal of Babylon, the converfion of the Jews, and 
the fulnefsof the Gentiles. 

Heavenly Father, I blefs, praife, and mag«> 
nify thee, for my creation, prefervation, and ail 
the bleffings of this life ; but above all, for the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, thatunfpeakable gift of thine; 
for the means and feafons of grace, and for all 
thy mercies, — Hear me, O Lord, for Chrifl's 
fake, in whofe nameand words I further pray — 

Our Father^ which art in Heaven. Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will b^ 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily breads and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. A'^d lead us net into tempta- 
tiony but deliver us from tvil. For thine is the 
kingdom^ and thepower^ and the glory^ for ever 
'apid ev^r. Am en. 



Cfiaptet V. 

Caniainingfome letters of the late Rev, Mr. John 
• Mason, which hefent tofeveral of hu friends ; 
tending to proviote the power of godlinefs^ both 
in perfons and families. 

LETTER !• 
To my dearfifler^ Mrs. Hannah Wyat, under 

illnefs. 
Dear Sisti^r, 

I BESEECH his raoft merciful majcfty to Tend 
his word and heal you ! that we may not have 
forrow upon forrow ! — O, if it were his will to 
rellore you for bis glory, and the good of many ! 
•*— And who can tel], but oy this affli6ion he is 
luting you for future fervicc ? And that thcpray- 
-ersof your many afFe6lionate andfaithful friends 
may be a means of your recovery ? Which I 
hope, through the thankfgiving of many will rer 
dound to the praife and glory of God. — But, I be- 
lieve, it is not recovery you wi(h for, any far^ 
ther than as it will be a manifeftation of Go()'s 
pleafure, and an opportunity of ferving hiip ; 
it is not that you fo much dedre, as to depart and 
to be with Chrifl^ which indeed is far better. 

My dear Sifier^ what thanks can we render 
unto God who hath vifited us with peace and joy 
i#; the Holy Gholt, through our dear redeemer? 
And hath given us that communion with him 
here, which is a pledge of our joint communion 
with him in everlailing glory ? Certainly you 
cannot but remember fome Bethels and Chebars^ 
where the Lord hath met you and owned you ; 
fome proraifes which have been made your own i 
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a,nd fome times oj rtJrtPiing from the prcfence of 
the Lord. Bieffedbe God that you have a wiinejs 
in yourjelj ; ^wA internal evidence, an -inward 
fight and tajle that the Lord is gracious. 

The Lord hath aciquainted you with that which 
is the very funi and liibftance of the gofpel, viz. 
That Chrijl came into ike world to fave fenners : 
that a chriftian's thankfulnefs flows from faith in 
the promifcs : That felf-denial muft run thro* 
the whole courfe of his life, as the warp through 
the woof : and that Chrift is a chriftian's life, 
peace, hope and fecurity : whilft he lives, w(5 
are in fafety : 

Whilst God is merciful and irue^ 
IVe arc both safe and happy too : 

That a chriftian's important and daily duty is to 
eye and engagehis continual aflidance : and that 
our recovery from daily infirmities rauft be by a 
daily recourfe to this ever-living, cver'-Iovi'ng, 
ever-pleading advocate. 

You know alfo, that fubmiffion to the will oF 
God, is a yielding to thofe methods whereby he 
is conducing us to eternal happinefs and glory ; 
and that every dram of affliction is ordered us 
by the love of our ever-gracious and all-merciful 
Father — Bow then to his fovereignty, and be- 
lieve his grace : you are in a happy hand ; in hap- 
py circiimftances; all the paths of God are mer- 
cy and truth to yob — Infinite and immortal 
thanks are due to our ever-bleffed Father, Re- 
deemer and comforter.* The Lord be with your 
fpirit ! — grace and peace be with you ! Amen — 
J remain Your affcEionate and 

mojl obliged brother in the Lord^ 
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LETTER II. 
To my de^r friend Mrs. Mary Holmes.. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

OTH AT you might live in the Lord's fight? 
— IF I knew the prefent (late of your heart 
I could better tell what to write to you. Howe- 
ver I Ihall fet down fome things for your com- 
fort. 

Do not fay that you are left of God,and there 
is no hope for you : I tell you there is mercy e- 
noughin God, merits enough in Chrift, power 
enough in the fpirit, room enough in heaven^ 
and fcope enough in the promifes for you. 

Do not fay that you are a reprobate^ and a 
caft-away ; it is a fin to think fo ; every one is 
bound to hope that he is elected ; and, in virtue 
oFthat hope, to ftrive to make his calling and 
ehHionfurc. The Lord is good to ihem that mait 
Jor him^ and to the foul that feeketh him^ Lam. 
iii. 25. There will be doubts and fears, hut we 
muft not cherifh them. We muft not queftion 
God*s ability to fave; for he can do all things : 
normuilv^e queftion his willingnefs to fave; 
for he hath fent his own fon into the world to 
feve us — Say to thyfelf, he half, made me willing 
to be faved^ and i$ not he willing to fave me ? 
Alas ! my tender mercies are cruelties in refpeSt 
0/ his infinite compafjlons ? We cannot be Fo wil- 
ling to confefs lin, as he is to pardon it. We 
cannot defire to be faved, fo much as he de- 
lights to fave. , None ever tru (led him, but they 
found him a good God, 

Therefore, my dear frimd^ have honorable 
thoughts of God. Though he fliould hide him- 
/y/ Irom thcc [or a momem, ^ ^i VvSv \3l^ \V^ \\^'wx 

G 2 
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tc z.zi, 5r.£ vii: for hitn ; in bii own time lie 
v;.'. cake hitnf^.r known unto you ; he wiil be 
ycjrovnC»>d, for your oik n dear Saviour'jfr 

Perhaps ycu f;: in darknefs ; but ihc Lord wilf 
be ycuT ::^h:. It is darkeft a little before the 
break of cay : Z-rj^.* :? jczLft Jcr the righteous^ 
c.i •:> -":r :r.f : f**^"^^: i^- heart ; and it will fprin^ 
up. Bfhywd ihf ::. '"z^./.tnan xnaitsfor the freci-^ 
cu:fr-::s c'':hf ^j'^.'s ; Be patient then, and wak 
for God in the ufeof all his means, and the good 
hour wi'.i come. 

Perhaps ycu f.nd a coldnefs and deadncfs of 
heart, and complain ihai you cannot ferve God 
with life and ailcciion. This is a complaint of 
many of Goii'>c!ear children. But we rault do 
what we can, we iniift be reading, hearing, pray-, 
jng, waiting upon God in his own way, and he 
wiil give us his quickening fpirit. 

The world will reproach us ; but it reproach- 
ed Chrift before us. We muft be wilHng to foU 
Iowa fufFefing Saviour in a fuffering way. What- 
ever men fay againlt us, they muft anfwer for 
it, not we. Onh Ift our converjation be fuck €ls 
bccometh ihegofpdij Chriji. Let us give no oc^ 
cajion to his enemies to blafpheme his name. And 
he that fuffercd fo muchyor us, O ! let him not 
fufFer by us. 

We muft take our rules of living from the 
word and not from the world. And -the Lord 
give us wifdom to dircd us, and zeal to quicken 
us in his own blcffed ways — And to confirm our 
obedience and patience, let us remember, that 
ihc Lord is coming, and his reward is with him : 
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tie is coming to receive us to himfelf, that where 
he is we may be alfo. 

And as for the things of this life, the Tame love 
that provided a faviour For thee, will provide ail 
ncceUary temporal bleifings for thee: Thy hca* 
vcniy father, who knows what is heft for ihce 
vill chufe thine inheritance; therefore be not too 
careful about thefe things, but reft your care 
upon him who careth for you. Leave yourfcif 
vith him for he is love^^ i John iv. 8. Commit 
-your whole felf, foul and body into the hands of 
his infinite love» 

Now the Lord of his infinite ftlercy put his 
fpjrit into this dead letter for the quickening your 
foul > and I befeech him to make it effectual for 
your eternal good.— -I commend you to Got], 
^nd the word of his grace and reft. 
Your Jaithjul friend,^ 

JOHN MASON. 

LETTER IIL 
To iiiy deatjijler Mrs. MARGAREf Holmes* 

DEAR SISTER, 

MAY thefe lines find you well and happy — * 
I joy in the thoughts that your foul is fe- 
cured in the hands of Chrift, and that in this life 
you are as happy as con^^/iUtfelf can make you, 
— Who hath the largeft fhare of external com- 
forts, but hc'who believes this world is vanity ? 
indeed the fureft experience of the world** emp- 
tinefs arifeth from a lafte of Chrift's fulnefs^ 
Though tl?ere be nothing but difappoiniments ia 
ihe world to them that make it their idol, yet it 
vrill be flavilhly purfued^nd craved by them, be- 
caufe ibey know no better things; for theinfatu- 
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ftlcd idolatoi haih not the fenfeto fav within him- 
felf, Is the7'e 7iot a lit in my right hand ? 

bledcd be God, who bath engaged your 
hearc for himfclf ; in ihe ftrcngih of Cbrift follow 
on to know him. How fliould the way of fpi- 
ritual thrift be valued and improved by ihofe who 
are taught of God, where their main and eternal 
intercd lies ? Where every fuperadded degree 
of favour in religion doth at once increafe the 
flock in the heart, and the bank that is laid up in 
heaven. It is a provifion of fpikenard, and pre- 
cious ointment, againft our funeral. — Let us 
call thofe our golden hours that are fpent with 
God. 

1 fliould now at large commend to you that 
excellent duty of fdf-examination, but that it hath 
been eftcQually prelfcd upon you by a dear faini 
now in heaven. Nor have I caufe to doubt, 
but as her memory, fo hercounfels are inviola- 
bly prefervedinlhe moll inward rooms of your 
heart. — Accept the hearty rcfpctls of me and 
mine. — moft ardently defiring for you all the 
bledings that were purchafed by the moil valu- 
able blood of the fon of God. I remain in bim^ 

Dear Sifier^ 

Your ntCjQ, affcSli&nate brother^ 

JOHN MASPN. 
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LETTER IV, 

To tJxefamc. 

MY HEAR SISTER, 

1 PRESERVE carefully my ancient refpc&s. 
— though I have been long filent I am your 
oi'ator before the higheft throne, and do car- 
neiWy defirc that you may grow in the faith of 
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JeTus, and in lively communion ^vllh him, 
which is the mod comfortable thing in the world. 
— Alas ! we are lefs than nothing, worfe than 

nothing. Chrift is all May he be fo to 

us! — Let us glorify him more by relying upon 
his fatisfa8ion and merits, for all that we can 
do or fufFer cannot atone for the leaft of our fins 
— It is the felf-eraplied heart, and beggar'^ 
hand, that mud receive this infinite gift of God 
— ^The woman of Canaan is our pattern — ** true 
' Lord^ I am no hcUer ihan a dog^ but there are 
. , crumbs for dogs. I am as bad as Jin can make 
Wtf, and deferve to be as miferable as hell can 
make me ; but Lord^ 1 am not Jo bad as thou art 
good ; / am not Jo mijerable as thou artmcrciJuL — 
O, my dear Jijler^ I detire that you now may 
live by faith, and breathe by prayer ; that you 
may finally dwell above, where Chrijljiiteth at 
the right hand ojGod. — The Lord fpiritualize our 
fouls, and quicken us according to his loving 
kindnefs. — We long to fee you. — Farewell in 
Chrift. Your affeHionate brother^ 

JOHN MASON. 

, • LETTER V. 

To thejame. 

MY DEAR SISTER, 

YOU are dearly remembered by us ; though 
we. feldom converfe perfonally, or by let- 
ters, our hearty prayers are for you at the throne 
of grace. I hope we Ihall meet together before 
the throne of glory. 

I hope I need not fuggeft arguments of com- 
fort to you, who know what it is to enjoy the 
prefence of God on earth, and are therefore pre- 
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pared to enjoy the prefence of Chrift in heaven. 
Doubtlefs the Lord is out father ; though our 
earthly parents ^be ignorant of us. I commend 

you to him through Chrift Let us hope in 

the Lord, who is almighty and moft merciful- — 
The Lord abound in his mercy to you ! May 
he be a fun to direflt you, afhield to proteQ you, 
a portion to fuftain you, and a God to fave you ! 
O, that we may hear the rod ! which faith — 
Sin no more ; get an interejl in Chrifi ; prize 
time ; and prepare to meet your God ! That we 
may inwardly hear the voice of the rod, whilft 
%vc outwardly feel the fmart of it ! — I befeech 
the Lord to profper you every way ; to wktch 
over you ; and to rejoice ov^r you, to do you 
good ; to fweeten your life with his love, and to 

fit you for his whole pleafure. -No more, but 

^1 hearty refpefls to you, and that I am 
Yours^ in our dearejl Redeemer^ 

JOHN MASON. ; 

LETTER VL 
To Mrs, Elizabeth Glover. 
My Dear Friend in Chriji^ 

HOW hard a thing is it to exercife faith when 
we have moft need of it ? And how fad a 
ihing is if, that when we have moft need of the 
Lord's prelcnce and help, we fhould then efpe- 
« iaily grieve him with our doubts and diftrufts ? 
I lowcvor we have this to comfort us, that where 
ibc L(^rd fceth faith in fincerity he will pardon 
IIS inlirniity. — But O ! when fhall we believe a- 
Kaiull fcnfo, and hope againft hope ? When fhall 
wc fjivc all glory to God by grounding upon 
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his word, when we want prelent experience and 
feeling ? faying, 

The glory of my Glory Jlilljh all be^ 
To give all Glory andmyfelfto thee. 

When (hall we attain to that excellent frami 
v^f believing which the church W3s in, Mi(^. vii. 
8, 9. Rejoice not againjl me^ O mine enemy i 
ben I fall I Jliall arife ; whe)i 1 Jit in darknej 
lu ^.ordJJi'all be a light unto me. I will bear the 
inuignation of the Lord^ becaufe I have finned a* 
gainfi him^ until he plead my cauje^ and execute 
judgment for me. He will bring me forth to the 
lights and Ifhall behold his righieoufnefs ? 

But thoqoh we have not attained fo far, let 
u? blefs God for any mcafure of Faith, one grain 
whereof exeelleth all the riches in the world, — 
And let us take heed of falling into fin. To lie 
under the hidings of God's face is a gre^t afflic- 
tion ; but to lie under a fenfe of his difpleafurc 
is a greater. There is no evil fo great as fin.— 
Let us llee from \rrror and temptation ; avoid il 
company, which will either taint us, or grieve 
us ; be jealous over our own fpirits ; hate pre- 
fumption and carelcfsnefs, and be much in humi* 
ble prayer, and holy fear. I am 

Your fincere Friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 

LETriiR VIL 
To the fame^ 
Loving Chrijlian Friend^ 

YOU complain of that in your letter which 
no creature upon earth is free from. The 
belt chrid jem muft acknowledge that pride dweU 
kth in him. You do weU vo covTi^Xixu c& \^ \V^ 



84 

you muft ftrive againfl it, and fo wc muft all. 
There is fo much of heaven in the foul as there 
is of Humility. Take a true meafure of your 
felf. Confider what you are. Beg of the Lord 
for a humble fpirit. Remember Chrift was 
humble. 

As for your temptations, and Caftings down, 
it is no news to hear of a tempted cbriftian, era 
dejeQcd faint. I cannot fee that any other 
temptation hath taken you than what is common 
to the people of God. Let\not Zion fay^ her 
God hath forfaken her ; her God hath forgotten 
her. Can a mother forget her fucking child ? — 
You may be in the dark awhile, but wait for the 
Lord^ as they that wait for the morning.'^^'^To 
his everladiiig grace and mercy I commend you, 
and remain 

Your faithful Friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 

IW—iM^— ^^ I III M 

LETTER VIIL 

To the fame. 
My dear Friend in our deareji Lord Jefus^ 

THE Lord hath faid, I will never fail you 
nor forfake you. He will not turn away 
from doing you goed : but he mWput his fear in- 
to your inward parts^ that youfhall never depart 
from him. Having thefe promifes let us (land 

fall, holding faith and a good confcience. Let 

us allow Godto beinfinitely wifer than ourfelves, 
and maintain honorable thoughts of his majefty 
and mercy : for as is his majefly, fo is his mer- 
cy. Let us bow to his fovereignty, and believe 
his grace. There are crumbs for dpgs ; gifts 
for rebels; and compaffious for fmneri^— Tbc^ 
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Cord incrcafc our hope, encourage our faith, 
and inflame our love, and {)crre6t that which 

concerns us ! As we have had joint Conir 

munion with our good Cod on earth, I truft it 

fhall be perfefled in glory. To cverlalling 

glory is my dear filler Wyat and my dear broth« 
«• P^ter Holmes lately gone. The Lord, who 
(I truft) had fitted them for hhnfclf, fit us alfo ! 

Ci ! blefl'ed be God, for good hope through 

grace ! Pray for me, that I may (land faft 

in the Lord. With mine and my Wife's kin4 

refpe6l to you, and commending you to infinite 
and eternal mercy in ChriQ, I reft in him. 

Your faithful and a^'tBionaU Friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in Godf 

Trujl in the Lord^ and do good. 

Look unto JfefuSj the author and Jinijher of your 
.faith. ' 

Surely there is an end^ and thine expeBation- 
fhall not be cut off. 

It is but a little whik and he thatfliall comc^ 
will come, and will not tarry. 



LETTER IX, 

. My dearly beloved in the Lord^ 

I HAVE had abundance of comfort whilft 1. 
have been caring for ihy precious foul (the 
Lord is my witnefs !) and I hope we fhall both 
rejoice together in the day of Chrift. 

I received your letter, and read it with a fad 
heart, finding you were troubled. The Lord 
guide you and fettle you I 

H 
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I look upon this as a furc principk— that 
the worfhip of God muu agree with the word of 
God. I judge a form of prayer lajvful, as agree- 
bic to the word of God. The ceremonies are 
no part of God's worfhip, for then they muft be 
matter of neceflity, which we hold them not to 

be-- but matters of decency and order^ as the 

apoRIc faith. Let all things be done decently^ and 
in order. Neither fin nor hoHnefs is to be put 
in them ; hut they arc of the nature of thofc 
meats which (rhe apolUe faiib) i/ xve eat -we are 
Hoc the better ; if we eat not we are not ihe^worfe^ 
I do not know your/particular fcruples, others 
wife I fhould be glad lo offer ^vhat fatislaQion J 
could. I only tell you fomc part of my thoughts, 
I have much chriltian aiTefition for thofe thai are 
plherwife minded ; in cafe they bepurely con- 

i'cientiouv*:, humble^and charitable fouls. The 

Lord keep you through bis name ! — > — I am 
your faithful friend that tenderly loves your foul. 

JOHxV MASON. 

LETTER X. 

jlfr dearly beloved Friends in Chrijl^ 

I REJOICE in God, who haih called you into 
the fellowfliip of his fon, our Lord Jefiis 
Chrift ; and into that grace, wherein you Itand. 
Let us remember.that w<i are, by nature, children 
of wrath,'even as others. We might have bcerj 
caft into hell long ago. Vv''ere w-e not provo- 
king finners ? O how did the Lord call upon 
us, and we regarded Jiim not ?— Rut did the Lprd 
Hand and knock, and call' till he made us anfwcr, 
S/^eai^ Lord^forthy fervants hear ? Did he^ivc 
us cars to hear ? WQu\d Vic uoi\^u^ ^w^^ v\VV 
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he had won our hearts ? O blcfTed be his 

name ! We might have been blafphemcrs, pcrfe- 
cutors, haters and defpifers of that which is good, 
at this day. We might have counted the life of 
religion madnefs; praying, and profeiTing of re- 
ligion, fancy and folly. We might have been 
left to ourfelves ; all our hope might have been 
in this life ; all our comfort in this world ; all 
our confidence in creatures; andall our heaven 
upon earth : Hath the Lord caufed us to know 
Inciter things ? O let us admire his free grace, 
BOW and for ever I 

My Friends^ ConGder how great things the 
Lord hath done for you. Call to mind your 
former experiences, and live as thofe whom the 
Lord hath redeemed by his blood. Now you 
mull look upon yourfelves as the Lord Chrift's, 
and not your own. Confider from what you 
aire called, and to what you are called. 

Would you live holily^ obftrve thcfe Rules. 

1. Live in the eye of God. 2. Obferve the 
example of Chrift. 3. Confider the fruit and 
end of things. The fruit of fin is fhame and for- 
row. Sin is a viper in the end : But the fruit 
of righteoufncfs is peace ; holincfs is eternal life, 
in the end. 4. Bind the commandments upon 
your hearts. 5. Shun the appearances, and the 
lead beginnings of fin. 6. Be frequent and fer- 
vent in fecret prayer. 

My Friends, Would you live comfortably^ talc 
thefe diredions. 

1. Live n^ fo much upon the comforts of 
God, as upon the God of comforts. Be afraid 
of unbelief; that is a great fin. Do not greaten 
your fins above God's faving power. Believe 
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in the word, firmly and conftantly. Truft pcr* 
fe£lly to the grace and mercy of God in Chrift. 
Jwilltrujl in tht mercy of God (faith David) for 
ever andever^ Pfal. lii, 8. 2. Beware of fin, d$» 
pccially of wilful fin : That will bring a cloud, 
and make a breach between God and your foul. 
3. Do not mind earthly things. O take heed of 
unlawful affeQions ; of an unlawful carriage of 
the heart, about lawful things* 4. Examine thd 
\vays of your heart daily : Search yourfelves— • 
What fin have I committed ? What duty have I 
emitted this day ? Every night look back upofl 
the thoughts and att'eftions, and fpeeches of the 
day pall. Confef:> your failings over the head 
of the fcapC'goat. This is another neceflarjr 
means to keep your peace with God, and to 
walk comfortably before him : And I pray db- 
feiveit. 5, Examine your heart farther, and 
confider the gracious aflings and workings of 
God's bleffed fpirlt within you ; what good 
thoughts, what good defircs, aims, refolutions^ 
God hath put into you. Confider what out-go- 
ings of your heart, after God, there have been ^ 
what incomes, and influences of his grace. — - 
Daily examine your hearts for thefe things, and 
give God the glory of all the gracious workings 
of his fpirit in your foul. 6. If you would walk 
comfortably with God, mind not what is forged, 
but what is written. Heed not every fancy the 
devil may dart into you (for then you lie at the 
mercy of your enemy) but keep clofe to the writ- 
ten word of God. Thus it is w^teuj faid our 
faviour to fatar^ the tempter.*— So much f<rf 
comfortable walking. 
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Dear Friends, Would you walk peaceably and 
charitably^ take thefe rules. 

1. Remember God hath called you to peace. 

2. Remember when Chrift was reviled, he reviled 

not again. 3. If others neglefl their duty to 

you, yet do not you negleQi your duty to God, 

nor to them. Let not another's fin caufe you to 

fm : To render railing for railing, is to return fin 

for fin. 4. You mult Ihew your love to God, 

irhom you have not feen, by your love to your 

brother, whom you fee daily. Shew your piety 

by your charity* 5. Confider that an unbridled 

tongue is a fign of an unfanflified heart. They 

that have not a dram of grace to tame their 

tongues, fliall one day want a drop of water to 

cool their tongues. 6. Do good to others. If 

they do not thank you for it, yet God will blefs 

'j'ou for it. The lefs reward you have on earth, 

the greater fb all your reward be in heaven : As 

the lefs wages the fervant takes up within hi» 

"year, the more comes in at the year's end. 

Dear friends ; Would you be conjlant in good 
tuays and purpefes^ take thefe direHions. 

1. Remember you have engaged yourfelves 
to God, and therefore you ^u(l keep yourfelves 
from idols. You have given up your names 
to God, and you muft give up your hearts to 
God. You have made a covenant with God by 
facraments. If Satan or the world are fuitors 
for your hearts, tell them, You are already dif- 
pofedof: you are pre-engaged to God ; you hav,e 
chofen your God^ and you muji not think of chan-- 
ging him. 2. Confider whither would you go 
from Chrift ? Where do you think to find fuch 
anoihcr God as your God : fucb another friend 

H <a 
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as Jefus Chrift ? 3. Remember, if it be goad 
to draw near to God, it is better to draw nearer 
to him : ftill the nearer the better. One may- 
fee an end of earthly perfeftion ; but there is no 
end of the perfe6Hon of Jefus Chrift. 4. Be 
downright for God ; and you ftiall Rnd foul* 
heartning comfort in God, that (liall keep you 
clofe to God. 5. Walk humbly with God ; 
that is the way to walkclofely with God. If a 
chriftian is humble, he is a chridian indeed : God 
will not fufFer fuch a one to be tempted^ above 
his ftrength. 6. Let not opinions fwim in your 
heads ; that will make you fall : but let the great 
things of religion fink into your hearts, and that 
■will make you ftand. Be content, yea, willing 
to fufFer for Chrift ; who did fo contentedly and 
%villii)gly fufFer for you. And if you fufler with 
him, you fhall be glorified together. 

Now, my dear friends^ the Lord be with you 
all ! I befeech him to ftrengthen, ftablilh, con- 
firm and fettle you : and preferve you all to his 
holy and everlafling kingdom, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. In whom I am 
Your Jaiihful friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 

■ I ■ ■ » ■' '■ I '■■■ 

LETTER XI. 
Dear Friend in Chrijl^ 

I LONG to hear of the Itate of your foul. O 
lay hold upon the Lord Jefus Chrift, by a 
true and lively faiths He is an able, willing, on- 
ly faviour : the foul's relting place, tlje foul's 
dwelling-place, the fouVs hidjng-place : O that 
you may be hid in him now, that you may he 
Jo^ndm^ j3Jifl at Uft, Sin mult, drive us to bim| 
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^ot from him. We need him infinitely. Wc 
are like Peter, finking into the waters : fave^ 
Lord ; or wt ptrijh ! Cbrift, or hell, muft be 
our portion forever* Chrift is our only ark, to 
fave ys from perifhing. Every foul will be un- 
cafed ere it be long ; and then it will appear 
whether they ever ferioufly applied themfelves 
to Chriftk There is no condemnation to ikem that 
are in Chriji Jefus. Nothing but condemnation 
to them that are out of him. Faith makes Chrid 
ours. This confifts in felf-denialy and Jel/^re- 
Jignation. We muft fee our fins, fo far as to 
abhor ourfelves ; abhor ourfelves, fo far as to 
deny ourfelves ; deny ourfelves, fo far as to rc- 
fign ourfelves up into the favingarms of an on- 
ly Saviour. They that do this, are pardoned^ 
fariHiJied^ faved forever. 

Now let me imreat you to aflt your own heart 
fome queftions. 

1. Hath Jin been laid to my heart ? Hath it been 
' ^y greatejl burden ? 

2. Have I confejfed my particular Jins^ and the 
Jinfulnefs of my nature^ withforrow ? 

3. Have I been forced to make my appeal to 
Chriji^ knowing that lam lo/l for ever ^ unlefs he 

freely fave me ? Have I cried for a Chrijt^ as a 
condemned man for a pardon ? 

4. Do I believe he iV able and willing to fave 
vie ? Do I believe that he that fpread his arms on 
the crofs to die for me^ fpreads his arms now in 
the gojpelj and in heaven to fave me ? Have I 
f leaded his promifes ? what a precious promifc 
is that^ John vi. 37. Him that cometh unco me, 
I will in no wife cajl out ? 

^. Have I had ^oy and peace in believing? 
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Ilath Chrijtj rtiied on^ calmed and quieted my 
poor troubled^ affUHcd foul ? 

6. Do I love Chrift more than riches^ honors^ 
pleafures ? Do I love all his ordinances ? Do I 
love all his faints ? 

'J. Do I hate Jin in itjelf? Do Ihatefm in my* 
JelJ ? Do I hate every Jin ? every Jalfe way ? 

8, Do lunfeignedly^ entirely yield up viyfelf to 
the fervice of my faviour ? 

If your heart anfwcrs to thefe queftions, hap* 
py^ are you, that ever you were born. 

my Friend^ I commend you to Chrift, 
The Lord follow you with the motions of his 
fpirit ; that you may follow him with continual 
fupplications in the fpirit ! That, of the fuhiefs 
of Chrift, you may receive grace for gracc.--^ 
The peace of God, and the God of Peace be 
with you. With mine and my fifter's love, dc- 
firing your prayers, I reft 

Your affeHionate friend in Cirifl^ 

JOHN mason: 

LETTER XIL 

Water- Stratford, 
My Dear Friend^ 

I HEAR tlie band of the Lord is gone out a- 
gainft you : hear the rod^ and who hath 
appointtd it i turn to him that fmiteth yon ! It 
hath pkafed vhe Lord to take away the earth that 
fey next your root : he hath been digging about 
you ; pray now that you may be fruitful. Now 
fly from the wrath to come, and lay hold on e- 
ternal life. Now let the bufincfe of your foul 
be thebufinefsofyour life. Open your doors 
so Chrik : ifi viie \\%m to dwell among you^ by 
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vorfliipping him in your family. Whilfl: your 
hand is in this world, let your heart be in heaven : 
G lay up for yourfelf a treafure there. What 
is the world! feek things above. If we be not 
fure of Chrift, what are we fure of? If young 
ones die, how long have we to live ? — O ftrive 
to enter^in at the ftraight gate. Search and try 
your w^ays : confider in the Lord's fear, where- 
fore he hath thus contended with you. Repent 
of every fin your confcience fets before you : 
eonfefs fin, and earneftly plead the blood of 
ChrLft. Now the Lord hath a controverfy with 
you, humble yourfelf under bis mighty hand. 
Cry for the blood of fprinkling : never reft till 
your pardon be fealed through the blood of 
Chrift. — Our kind refpefls from hence to you 
and your wife. The Lord pity you in your 
great affliflions, and every way blefs you. 
I am your loving friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 

■I I I »»l ■! ■■ ■ 

LETTER XIII. 

My Reconciled and dear Friend^ 

THESE are to thank you for your pious and 
kind letter ; and to affure you of my hear- 
ty affeftion to you and yours. For why ? Had 
you been a perfefct ftranger to me, if I had but 
beard that there was fuch a one as loved Chrift 
in fincerity, and earneftly defired more commu- 
nion with him, a deeper fenfe ef his love, and 
larger communication of his graces^ I fliould be 
very unworthy to deny my love and refpefcl to 
fuch a worthy objcft. But fince I have had the 
fpiritual benefit and comfort of your acquaint- 
ance for divers years together (wherein we took 
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fwcetcounfel together, and walked to the tioufe 
of God as good friends, where we were iDUtual* 
ly refreQied with the word and bread oflije^ eat- 
ing of the fame fpiritual meat^ and drinking of 
the fame fpiritual drink^and receiving fweet pledg- 
es of our eternal communion with God} God 
forbid I (hould be wanting in any office of Chrif. 
tian love toward you and yours. Nor do I cf- 
teem your jealoujy to be any other than the fruit 
of your abundant love^ which is not utterly lofty 
though I confefs with fliame, I fall fliort of that 
i^eceffary gofpel duty oi brotherly kindne/s, as I 
do of all others, which I befeech God: to coyer 
with his mercy in Chrift. The Lord enable me 
to run with diligence ^nd patience the race tvhkh 
he hath Jet be/ore w^— God be merciful to LiUlc 
Lynford, which is hfiasjheep without ajhephertk 
Built they hunger and thirjl after the word^of 
righteoufnefs they Jhall be filled. I hope when I 
have leifure and opportunity I Chall not be want- 
ing to them. The Lord comfort their hearts, 
I and my wife remember our hearty refpeQs to 
you and yours. God hath been infinitely mer- 
ciful to us, and hath given us a<laughter (now 
called Martha,) I hope he will perfect his mer- 
cy towards us. We are^full of his mercies. O 
that we were full of his praiffes ! — My prayers 
are for you and yours : whom God blefs, pre* 
fcrve and keep. O that all his ways might be 
mercy and truth towards you ! Cafi not4Zway yaur 
confidence, which hathfo great recompence of re^ 
ward. The life of fenle is a troublejome, difqui" 
eting life : for what doth fenfe difcover but van- 
ity and mifery ? But the life of faith is a comfori" 
aMc \xh. Yox faith makes glorious difcovericiJ 
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of God.and Chrlft, faints and angels, reft and 
peace, and life forever. Nothing troubles you 
when you are above. — Keep where you arc 
well. I remain 

Your truly loving Friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 

LETTER XIV. 
Dfar Friendj ' 

THOUGH providence hath feparatcd us, 
yet it refrelheth me to think upon you,and 
that I ara intereftcd in your prayers as you are 
in viine. Well, if we arc met in Chrift, wc 
fhalljcneet upon the bench in the great day of 
fiize, and before a throne of glory in our Fa- 
er's kingdom. In the mean while, our God 
is with us both whilft we are with him. In his 
prefence h fulnefs of joy. - It is not fo much the 
change of place, as the prefence oJ.God^ which 
^makes heaven. There is heaven where God 
Ihines and manifefts himfelf. When a foul can 
fay, / would not go to heaven^ if it were to meet 
God there ; and if I piculd be cafl into the fames 
of hell^ I could not find in mine heart to blafphemc 
,God ; the exercifc of fuch a meditation will migh- 
tily help her againd leniptatiohs. 

Many a good foul doth not know how much 
,ilie loves God ; but when fhe feels that afFe&ion 
ftirri'ftg within her.— O then, flie is in a new fe- 
rcne, comfortable frame! Satan flies. PerfeU 
love ^ajis our fear. Love God^ and praife God^ 
and ail is at peace. Nay, admit the foul hath 
not got full affurancc of her pardon ; yet if (he 
fcts down this refolution — Let God be glorified 
whaUv^r .bccQm,ei of me^ Let tUt Au^tU ^x^ja.^ 
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him ; let the faints praife hiitl ; let the Jews and 
Gcniiles be called in to praife him ; ana if it may 
fleaje his divine majejly^ let my poor unworthy 
joul praife him^ and be a praife to his grace for^ 
ever and ever : If it can fay this, it muft be 
happy with it. That muft needs be a happy foul 
that breathes forth the praifes of God, afcribes 
aJl glory to God, and can fing 

The Glory of my Glory flill fliall bcy 
To give all Glory and myfelfio thee. 
The Lord put and keep your heart in aprai* 
fing frame. O how well doth this angelical and 
evangelical difpofiiion befit and become thofc- 
who offinners are made faints ; ofenemies^hil- 
dren ; of (laves, heirs ; of burning brands, fhi» 
ning ftars ! When we confider fenoufly what 
wc have been, and what we might have been, 
nay, what we mufl have been, if infinite mercy- 
had not prevented ; (as the Lord was feen in the 
Mount, when Ifaac lay bound upon the altar, 
mercy came in between the knife and the facri* 
fice) inftead of being fcourged, how nobly par- 
doned and promoted ! raifed, from devils to an- 
gels company ; from the lowed depth to the grca- 
left hcighth ; this (I fay) if we confider it, is mat- 
ter of admiration, not of exprefEon. If we had 
as many tongues as we have veins or drops of 
blood, they could never utter a thoufandth part 
of the due praifes of divine grace. Let us now 
magnify the Lord^ and exalt his name together.—^ 
O the height, and breadth, and depth, and 
length of the Father's love ! O the infinite 
and unfearchable riches of free grace ! O ! the 
tremendous myftery, and invaluable mercy of 
ibei sLtion of the Son o£ GoA\ Ov\v^^\x. 
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pendous humiliation and condcfcenfion ofeter- 
iial glory and omnipotericy ! O the unparallelled 
love of a dying Saviour ! O the fweet heavenly 

communion of the biefled comforter ! Lord, 

vhat do ihefe. things mean ? Lord, what are 

we? or what is our father's houfe^ that thou haft 
brought us hitherto ? That thou ihoulded make 
thyfelf glorious in our glory, who had made 
ourfelves vile in dilhononng thy name ? — O, let 
us give him our whole fouls, who hath redeem- 
ed them by his blood ! For it is (it he ihould 
have the utmoft of fo dear a purchafe. Fare- 
well, my deareft friend in the Lord, in whom I 
am Your true friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 
Stanton^ OH. 19, 1672. 

LETTER XV. 
My Dear Frknd^ 

THOUGH we be parted on earth, I hope 
we (hall meet in heaven ; tho' our work 
(hould not lie together in ihe Lord's' vineyard, 
yet I hope we (hall fup together with Chrilt ; 
though we do not fojourn together, yet I hope 
we fliall dwell together to all eternity; if we 
fhould never fea{t together any more upon the 
word and facraments, y*et I hope we fliall eat 
that bread and drink that wine which is for ever 
new in our Fathers kingdom. Be of goodcora- 
fon^jijler it is but yet a very little while, and he 
that (hall come, will come, and will not tarry. — 
We (hall be welcome at home however it fares 
with us in our journey. Remember the apoftle 
Paul had no certain dwelling-place ; nay, our 
biefled Saviour had not whtre to lay hii kead^ — 

1 



\Vc may be poured from veflel to veffel, and 
tolled to and fro upon ihis ocean ; it will not be 
long, I hope, ere we be lixed in our harbor. — 
aMy prayers arc and fliall be for thee, that God 
voiiUI uilpore of ihcc td his own glory and thy 
coailbrr. Let not thy heart be troubled, thou 
belicvclt ii? Cod, (^c, I faw your mother yef- 
leiday, and Ihc was in good health, as we aM arc 
here biciicd be ihc Lord. I Ihould be glad to 
hear ol your Welfare. 1 red 

Your Friend in Chrijl. 

JOHN MASON. 
SiizrAoii^ Dec. 8, 1G73. .^ 



LETTER XVI. 
My Dear Friend in Cliriji^ 
n|"^'ilE providence of ihe Lord extends itfelf to 
JL evcjy thing ; but there is a fpecial provi- 
dciicc over the children of God, 1 Fim. iv. 10. 
The providences of God to the child^^n of God 
i'vc Jjurchafcd providences, fanSliJicd providen- 
ces, foul trovidences : They are ordinances to 
tlicm, infiruments of good to their fouls. Again, 
theprovidences of God to his children arc pro- 
miles fuiiillcd, Pfal. xxv. 10, Again, the pro- 
vidences of God to his children are the fruits and 
anfvvers of prayer. Again, the providences of 
the Lord fleer the childrenof God heaven-wards. 
Again, the providences of God combine and 
join their forces for the good of every fincere, 
linglc-hearted believer, Rom. viii. 28. My Friend^ 
this, I trufl, is your happinefs, that you are un- 
der the eve and conduct and tuition of a fatherly 
and fpecial providence. Let us anfwer the call 
o/'pravJdsncc ) which is, to ^N^LVe\^v ^iw^ and 
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believe ; and let us expeft gocd things from a 
good God ; ^nd great things from a great Godj 
through OMx faiikjul and cff^ir mediator, who ever 

lives to make intercrjjion for us. 1 fuppofc 

you may have heard, that our friend Mary Ton- 
kins is gone to her eternal reft: She died trium- 
phantly. O ! (faid fhe upon her death-bcd) 
what things have I feen ? Ann Kemp aCked her, 
Hath the Lord given you a glimpfe of heaven ? I 
cannot tell (faid Xlary) whether it be heaven or nolj 
but joys^ joys^ fiich things as never mortal eye be- 
held. I have fought the good fight. And lb Ihc 
went on in heavenly expreffions. O ! what 
caufe have wc to blefs the Lord, that flie who 
was affliBed and toffed with fo many temptations 
in her life-time, found joy and comfort in a dy- 
ing hour! The Lord was neareft to her when 
fhe needed him moft. My wife remains as for- 
Bineriv ; I hope (thro* the goodnefs of God) not 
worle. I delire the continuance of your pray- 
ers for us. The Lord be with your fpirit. No 
more, but our love. In haftc, I reft 

Your <ijf'eRionate fait! ful friend in Chrifl^ 

JOHN MASON. 

LETTER XVIL 

Dear Friend^ 

THOUGH I am but a weak interpreter of 
the fcriptures, and efpecially oi\ho{tt hard 
^?lac€S which dre liable to fo many diflercnt tranf- 
iations and expolitions, as that is Pfal. xi. 3. — 
Yet that I may not be thought to flight your re- , 
qucft (vvhofe profit I am bound to feek) I wiV 
■tell you what fecms to mc to be the true fenfe o 
that text. Not that David heteAciwVvje:^o\Q>o^ 



xvord, as if it were not a fufficient foundation for 
him to build upon ; (for in this PJalm we find, 
him very much believiiig, and confident in his 
God, from the beginning to the end :) I think 
rather, this was part of the fpeech of his carnal 
counfellors, who had bid h'xmjly as a bird to his 
mountain^ in the firft verfe ; and they gave this 
reafon for it in the fecond verfe, Jor lo^ (fay 
they) the wicked bend their bowy&c. But he 
fcorns their carnal counfel in that word, In the 
Lord put I my trufi. But they continue their 
fpeech in the third verfe. If the foundations be 
deflroyed^ tohat can the righteous do ? As if they 
had faid, Thcforcfts, mountains, and caves, are 
your ftrongeft holds ; keep to thofe foundations ; 
hold you there, or you will pcrifli, though your 
caufe be never fo righteous. Holy David dif. 
dains their carnal advice, as you may read in th, 
next verfe. There is a God in heaven that tak 
notice how things are carried in the world ; that 
will favor the righteous (though he try them for a 
while} but he will utterly dejlroy the wicked^ and 
[hew them no mercy. Which is the meaning of 
the fourth verfe, and of tliofe that follow, to the 
end of the Pfahn. And this is the moft natural 
fenfe, which, upon ferious confideration, I can 
fix upon this portion of fcripture. Not but that 
I am wiUing to be informed by any one-, of a 
better interpretation. My dear friend^ It pi- 
ties me to read your complaints. The good 
Lord (if it be his heavenly will) reftore you the 
joy of his falvation. Self-abafing, and conftant 
waiting upon God in his own bleffed ways, are 
approved means to recover loft comfort. My 
prayers arc, and (hall be for you. With mine 




and my wif^*< hearty lave to you, and all our 
chriftUn friends with you, orinear you, I reft 

Your ajfured Friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 
Walcr-Siralford^ Aug. lo, 1675. 

LETTER XVIII. 
My Dear Friend^ 

CHRIST be your foul's comfort ! — Though 
he hath taken away your hufband, the de- 
fire of your eyes^ -caUh ajlroke^ he hath promifcd 
that his loving' kindncfs he will not take away, — 
The world is full of changes, but our God is un- 
changeable. Common mercies are fwect mer- 
cies, but covenant mercies are fure mercies. — 
Chriftis faithful : He ever lives, and (faith he) 
iecaufe I live hejhall live cJJc. 

The Lord fupport and comfort your heart un- 
der this heavy hand of his which be hath laid 
upon you. O ! that it may bring your foul 
wearer to God, and to Jefus Chrift. O ! that 
^Lhat providence which hath wrought death in 
your hufband, may work life in your heart. — 
Hate fin ; overcome the world; love Chrift; 
tnind heaven and heavenly things, my dear 
chrift ian friend, 

I have great hopes that your foul is fafe, how- 
ever it may pleafe the Lord in his wifdom to 
deal with your body and family. Submit your- 
felf cheerfully to his v/ill and pleafurc ; and fay, 
Lord^ here I avi^ %ere is viy Jamily^ do vjith rnc 
Tvhatjliallfeem good in thine eyes. — The Lord be 
gracious to you. The Lord be gracious 10 
Ilavcrjliam. The Lord awaken the hcaits of 
ihc j)cople, O that they might reuent quickly J 
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Bccaufe wrath is gone out from the Lord. The 
Lord ftay his hand if it be his will. The Lord 
Jefus Hand between the living and the dead.— 
The Lord blefs his word and rod toyourfelf anu 
others. The Lord dwell, and rule, and w^lk in 
the' midft of you. O keep clofe to God ! he, 
vill never fail you nor forfake you. 

My prayers are for you. My kind refpcQs 
to yourfeir, and all our chriftian friends. My 
wife fends her love to you. The Lord be with 
your fpirit. 1 remain 

Your loving Friend in the Lord^ 

JOHN MASON. 
Stratford^ September 25. 

LETTER XIX. 
Dear Friend^ . 

ITtI ANK you for your letter, and am glad to 
hear you are fo well fettled; but efpecially 
of the good frame of yoar mind, which God 
preferve for his glory. I defire you may (till 
cherifh thoughts of your own mortality. All 
our meditations and preparations are little enough 
to fit us for a dying hour. Hold faft what you 
have received; makemuchof your experiences* 
Doth not experience tell you, That the worji of 
the ways ofGod^ are better than the bejl ^Jtht -ways 
of Jin ? When you lee the abundance and glory 
of the world, pray far the U^ht of God's counte-- 
iiance. When the foul faith, the Lord is ny por^ 
tion^ it is fatisfied; whiUl others, who have their 
portion in this world, remain unfatisfied. 

Watch over yoiir Ireart and tongue, and life.. 
Watch againft (in; watch unto duty ; wa^ch for 
i}w coming of Chrift, Seek the Lord^ Jeek his 
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Jlrength^ feek his face evermore. Be not weary 
of 5vell-doing, and waiting upon God. Remem- 
ber what you hear, what you read, what you 
pray for ; and live accordingly. The God of 
peace be with you. 

My wife and I fend our hearty love to you, 
and your brothers, and my coufin Betty. We 
are in good health at prefent, blefled be the name 
of the Lord. I hope your brothers profit in 
learning. The Lord give every one of them a 
portion of grace. Commending you to the pro- 
teQion, direfction, and comforts of the bleffed 

^ God^ I reft 

Your truly loving Friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 
Water-Stratford^ Feb, 23, 1676. 

LETTER XX. 

My dear Chriflian Friend^ and heartily beloved in 
our Lord Jefus Chrifi. 

WHAT a good God have we 1 thatreroem- 
bcrs us in our low eftate, thinks upon us 
when we are poor and needy, and is neareft to 
us when we need him moft ! He is a fun to com- 
fort us, afhield to protefl us ; he gives us grace, 
he gives us glory, he gives us himfelf. O what 
a good God have we ! Why hath he chofen us I 
We did not choofe him, but he hath chofen us. 
He hath loved us firft, and hath loved us freely. 
Behold what manner of love the father hath be^ 
Jlowed upon W5, that wefhould be called the children- 
of God ! Is not his love fweeter than wine ? Is 
it not better than life ? Does it not fwcelen a 
fick-bed ? Does it not fweeten the thoughts of 
death ? When the love of God is flied abroad ia 
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ilie heart, lUcn the blcfled foul cries, Welcome 
dearh^ welcome juJgmenfj loelcome eternity : Come 
fwfct Lord Jfejfu^j come quickly, 

I rejoice to hear of your recovery. And I 
rejoice in the ilioughls of that comfortable enter- 
taininent your Saviour gave you in the lime of 
your fickoefs. When the apoRle Peter was 
upon the water, he faid, Lord^ bid me come to thee. 
And fo maay of Chrift's fricftds have defired him 
to call them. And did vou run to embrace 
Chrift ? Did you rejoice in the thoughts of bis 
coming? And long to depart, that you might be 
with him^ which is befl of all ? O ! Bleiied be 
God for the favour of his fweet ointments, which 
drew out your foulafter him. Lleffed be God 
for his almighty fpirit, which made you fo eager- 
ly and joyfully dcfirous of the coming of jelus 
Chrift. But no\r you muft wait for Chrilt, as 
the people by the fea-fide, Luke viii. 40. He 
will certainly come. He faith, Behold^ I come 
quickly. It is but }et a little xvhilt^ and he that 
Jhall come, will come, and will not tarry. You 
muft wait for him, and watch for him. Trim 
your lamp, i!]at when you licar the joyful found, 
j^ehold your bridegroom coraeth^ you may be rea- 
dy ; and the bride-chamber door xmy fland o- 
pen for you. A good Martyr in Scotland go- 
ing to fufter for Chrift, faid to his wife, / laill 
not hid you good night, for we Jhall meet at Jupper. 
It is not long ere all God's people fiiall be gather- 
ed together to him, and (hall be for ever with 
him. 

Remember my kind love to all my dear frieirfs 
with you, and near you, as duly as if I named 
ihcm ont\^y one. Mine and my wift'^ love to 
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' you. Let us continue to pray for one another. 
The Lord be with your fpirit. I remain 
Your ajjured Friend in the Lord, 

JOHN MASON. 
Water 'Stratford, March 8, 1676. 

LETTER XXL 

Ilonejl and dear Friend, 

GOD Almighty blefs you, and keep you, and 
make bis Face to (hine upon you, and give 
you peace. The Lord lift up the light ojhii 
countenance gpou you, and encourage you be- 
yond all difcouragements. 

I rejoice to hear of your care to keep fab- 
baths ; and your willingnefs rather to fuffer for 
keeping them, than to Tin in breaking them.— - 
Undoubtedly it is, better to fuffer the greateft 
fuffering, than to {in the leaft iin. IJ ^^t keep 
Jabbaths holy, fabbaths will keep us holy. Be much 
in prayer. Be always watching againjl fin, over 
your heart, unto duty, and^br the coming of the 
Lord. Be always in your earthly calling, or hi 
your heavenly calling, or in fome way that may 
fit you for tbefe callings. Be heartily content 
with that condition that divine providence, or 
your good parents, fhall call you to. Adorn e- 
veryjlate by religion, and adorn religion in every 
Jlate. Labor in all things to pleafe God, that 
through you God's name may be honored, and 
his ways the belter thought of. 

I am glad to hear of your willingnefs to de- 
part out of this world. The rule is, vitam in 
patientid, mortem in dejiderio habendum ejL We 
myji be content to live, willing to die. I pray God 
to ufe you whilft you livc^ auduoWox^W^^^^oKw 
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wlien you come to die. I hope you will live la 
glorify him on earth. I befeech God to prc- 
fcrvc your body and fpirit. 

It is Saturday^ and my work is up6n rac, 
which makes me take my leave of youfooner 
than clfc I fliould do. I (hould be glad to hear 
from you. God be vrith your fpirit. I reft 
Yours in Chrijlian AffeBion^ 

JOHN MASON- 
Water^Strat/ordj March 17, 1676. 

LETTER XXII. 
Dear Friend^ 

I RECEIVED yours, and fliould be glad to 
hear where, and in what condition you now 
are. Want of jcaloufy and zeal for the great 
name of God, dcferves to be complained of. I 
am glad it is your burden ; neverthelefs I would 
not have you to be difcouraged. It is a found 
conclufion of divines, That a chrijlian may -be 

'tnore fcnftbly afjcBed with outward things^ which 
touch the Jenfes^ than with fpiritual things ; and 

yet have a more inward^ deep and hearty concern 

Jorjpirituals. He may have a more radicated 
love to God, than to any earthly things ; he may 
have a more judicious hatred of fin than of any 
plague ; he may have a more folid^ profound 
grief for the diihonor of Pod,than for an injury 
done to his earthly relations ; albeit he may be 
under more vehement paflions, and may ihed 
more tears for wrongs done to his friends, or for 
plagues infliflcd upon his body, than he doth 
for fpiritual evils. Befides, I am glad almighty 
God hath fo far enlightened your mind, to fee 

fo much of the evil of fiu as lo be difpleafcd with 
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yoarfelf, for being no more difpleafed at it. It 
is feme argument of foftnefs, when, the ftonc 
grates upon the fleih, and makes it bleed. To 
be fenfible of hardnefs argues that hardnefs doth 
not prevail. — God go on with his work in your 
heart, and make all graces abound in you.— 
Wait continually upon your God. Seek the 
Lord^feek his Jirength^ feek kisface evermore. — 
Above all getting^ get wifdom; get imderjlanding ; 
forget it not. Let me ktiow how it is with you ; 
and whether you have lighted into good compa- 
ny-. With our loves, I reft 

Your loving Friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 
Water- Stratford, April 26, JL677. 



LETTER XXIIL 

My dear Friend^ 

THE Lord love you, and blefs you, and 
keep you, and make his face tojhineupon 
^u. I befeech him to ftablifh your heart with 
grace, and prefcTve you harmlefs and tlamcleli 
unto the coming of Chrift. Cleave unto God 
with full purpofe of heart. Be affured that the 
world is vanity, (in is folly, Chrift is all in alL 
J.ive upon God by faith, live unto him by obedi- 
ence. Watch and pray ^- that you enter not into 
teviptaiion^ Cherifli good motions, quench bad. 
Honor God by a faithful difcharge of duties, per- 
foiial and relative. Be affured your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. Cajt not away your 
confidence^ which hath great recompeUce of re- 
ward. 

I was laft week at MurJIey to fee your mother, 
vfho wasili; but removing 10 Greo^-'BT'v.ORJwv.V 
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fhe found hcrfeir better. I hope Cod wiU reftore 
hrr lo you all, for his glory and your comfort* 
\Vc arc all at prefcnt in good health, through 
(^od*s goodnefs. 

My wiTc and Mrs. W. and all your brothers 
fend their fevcral refpc6ts to you, and fo doth 
Yourjinurc Friend^ 

JOHxN MASON. 
WaUr-Stratford^ May 17, 1677. 

LETTER XXIV. 
My dear Friend^ 

I AM glad to hear of your proficiency in the 
good ways of God. The further you walk 
in them the fwceier you will find then), and the 
better you will like them ; and therefore I be- 
fcech you/or God's fake^ andjor the Lord Jefus 
Chriji'sfake^ not to hearken to the world^ the 
JleJ/ij or the devil^ for they would take you off 
from the pure and pleafant ways of God. Blefled 
is he that watcheth, and happy is the man that 
fcareth always. Commune with your own heart ; 
conjidcr your latter end. Look at things etcrnaL 
What is the world to the foul ? The judge is be- 
fore the door. Pray continually. Own the 
fubllantials of religion. — I told you my mind 
before we parted in the cellar-chamber : and* 
my prayers are for you by name. Heart-work 
is better than head-work. It is a better temper to 
be fervent in charity than in dijputes. Own the 
image of Chrift wherever you fee it ; and beg 
wifdom of God, who will ^tt;^ it you liberally. 
Judge others with a judgment 0/ charity (as the 
Apoltle Paul doth) but judge yourf elf with ajudg- 
mcnt of verity andfevervy* Spare not a corrup- 
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lion. Slack not a duly ; bealways abounding in 
the work of the Lord. 

My dear Friend^ I received your kind fympa-* 
thizing letter, and thank you for it. I lent to 
you an anfwer, but it could not find you out; 
and therefore I fend this by your mother, whonv 
I faw laft week, blefled be God, finely fupport- 
ed, — With mine, my wife's, coufin II — 's, and 
your brothers refpefts to you, I rell ^ 

Your affured Friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 
Water^Stratford^ July 20, 1677. 

LETTER XXV. 
Dear Friend^ 

1 THANK you for your letter. I earneftly 
defire your proficiency and comfort in the 
.good ways of God. A chriftian mufl be humbledy 
but never difcouraged. The firft is a duty ; the 
fecond is a fin. Though the bare talking of the 
Jjps tends only to penury ; yet talking of God, 
and of the things of God, from the heart, is part 
of the Chriftian praflice, cipecially among thofe 
that are endued with a fenfe of religion. Our 
words fnujl befavoury^ feafoncd with fait ; tend- 
ing to edification ; and fuch as may viinifler 
grace to the hearers. 

I commend to you fecret duties, A Chrifiiarv 
is what he is between God and his own foul. Go 
to God for God; go not from God without God; 
feek his face in Chrift. Endeavor for a fenfe of 
his favor, and the fupply of his fpirit. You have 
the blcffed and moft worthy name of Chrift to 
fpeed your requeft* ; therefore let nothing lie 
upon your heart to trouble vo^. Vv \^w^\.^\i^^ 

K 
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a Fuffering but a fin, to let any thing lie upon 
our hearts to trouble us, \vhen 'vc have a God 
that bids us caji <ill our care upon him. God will 
deal farailiaf ly with you ; he will be all things to 
you, if you depend upon him. If your (pirit 
flags or faints, fearch thecaufe of this untoward- 
neis and averfenefe, and conclude it is not well 
with you till you have recovered a cheerful and 
obedient frame of heart, that you can fay from 
vour foul. Lord whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
Whom have I in earth but thee ? 

Two things refolve upon by the grace of God, 
viz, to judge yourfelf ; and to judge nobody elje. 
God requires thefe two things, to be Jevcre to- 
wards your JelJ ; and charitable towards others^ 
This will bring you comfort. Attend to the vi- 
lals and cfTcntials of religion ; they .will nourilh 
the life and power of godlinefs in your heart. 

Three things make a chriftian, viz. repentance 
towards God ; faith in our Lord Jejus Chrijl ; 
andjmcere and univerjal obedience. Mind thcfe 
three things, and the God of peace fhall be with 
you.— Aflure yourfelf, there ii fuch a thing as 
religion in the worlds though fome deride it^ and 
others Jaljdy pretend to it. There is fuch a thing 
as communion with God. — Seek comfort in God 
through Chrift, there it is to be found ; reft not 
till you have found it, and then your foul will 
fay. This is that I would have ; thisfaiisjies and 
refrejhes. If a man hath his cheft full of trea- 
fure, what cares he though he be called a poor 
man; he hugs himfelf, and (^ilh, populusmeji^ 
h/a/^ at mihi plaudo. So if a man be judged a 
bypociiiG it matters not, f6\oT\^^sV^ Wv\v \^^ 
eyjcicme of his fincerity in Wubo^om-, ;xuJlmo 
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ny within that Tie hath phafed God, — In a great 
houTc there are grooms and fcullions, yet we fay 
it is not their houfe^ it is fuch a nobleman's houfe 
he owns it ; fo there is not a chriftian in the 
world but hath vile flaves lodging within him, 
butChrift is Lord of the houfe. Corruption re- 
bels^ hut grace reigns. There are two houfes, 
two parlies, Chrill's Gdp and the devil's ; and a 
conflict between them. If it were not fo ; if k 
were not for this inward conflift, earth wou:J 
be heaven ; for outward oppofition would be 
nothing, if it were not for this inward corruption. 
Well, but Quod non placet, idnon nocet. I/Ji^ 
he our grief and hatred itjhallnot he our ruin. 
Chrift's fide fhall prevail* 

I commend you, my dear friend, to the grace 
of God, whjch is able to illuminate your mind, 
to govern your fplrit, and to preferve you to 
his everlafting kingdom. I reft 

Your Jincere friend, 

JOHN MASON. 
Water-Stratford, Dec. 15, 1677. 

LETTER XX ¥U 

Myindeared Friend, 

IT is the duty of every true Chriftian to give 
God the glory of his grace. We can never 
blefs God enough for his patience, that hath kept 
tis fo long out of hell ; nor for his mercy, that fo 
earneflly invites us to heaven. Is it nothing, that 
the Lord is continually following us with terms 
of peace, and tenders of mercy, and befeeching 

us to be reconciled ? Say not in your heart, 

/ have nothing of Chrijl in me, becaufe you have , j 
not attained to fuch perfe&loiv ^u^;x^\\\^\\^^\'^vi 
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you defire. It wasthe faying of a good chriflian, 
/ blefs God/or a good thought. Blefs God for any 
token of his Jove ; any portion of his fpirit. — ? 
Thou canfl not fay, Thy fins are Jorgivcn thee ;. 
but canft thou not fay, They areconfejl ; thty are 
confejl over the head ofihefcape-goat ? Doft thou 
heartily confefs thy lins unto God, with all thfcif 

aggravations ? O ! it is a great mercy. Thou 

cantt not fay, Thou hajl an mterejl -ifi Chrijl ; 
but hath not Chrid an intereft in thee? Hath he 
not won thine heart and affeftions ? O ! it is a 

great mercy. Thou fayeft poffibly, / am not 

7vorlhy to be called d child of God. But tiolh not 
God receive and treat thee as a Father f The 
prodigal (Luke xv.) acktiowlcdgcd, He was not 
worthy to be called a Jon ; but. yet his father re- 
ceived him. Again, it may h^thou complain^ 

ejl of fin ; but is it with thee as it was formerly ? 
Shouldelt thou not blefs God for fome amend- 
ment? If a fick man be any thing bettered in 
his health (tho' he ftill be very bad, yet) he v^ill 
tell his friends, he is fomtwhat better than he was^ 
and he bleffes God for it. Befides, though fin 
dwells in thee, yet, perhaps, it is the grief of thy 
foul: Thou art its captive^ not its convert. As 
fin is againd thy foul, fo is not thy foul againil 
lin ? If it be thy ^n^ it fhall not be thy ruin. 

Again it may be thine heart is troubled in an 
hour of temptation ; but haft thou not fometimes 
enjoyed fvveet peace with God ? Were not thine 
earthly delights vain ? Canft thou not fay now, 
O quant fuave efi iflis fuavitatibus car ere ? One 
quarter of an hours communion with God is worth 
all the delights in the world ? Canft thou not call 
io wind fome of God*s former loving-kiiidncfles?^ 
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Haft thou not fometimes taded and feen how 

good- the Lord is ? What a mercy is thcU ! 

•^ Again, ihou art not' ajjured of heaven^ and 

thou wantejl an ajfarancc thereof . But thou halt 
fuch hopes of heaven as ihpu wouldeft not ex- 
change for ail the kingdoms of the world; and 
fliouldeft thou not blefs God for that, which is 

more to thee than all the world ? Again, 

Thoujinnefl through miflakeor paffion.^ But canit 
thou find in thine heart to fin againft God ? He 
that is born of God cannot fin ; that is, he cannot 
find in his heart to fin.hejzdiufc he is born of God. 
— — Again, it may be ihou complaincfl of a dead 
heart. But-is there not fomelife in thee ? Dead- 
ncfs Hands in oppofiiion to lioelinefs as well as. 
life. If thou art dead, that is, not lively^ yet blefs 
God that thou art not quite dead in trefpaffcs 

and fins. Again, it may be thou complainefi 

of a hard heart. But thy heart is not fo hard, 
but it feels itshardnefs. Did Pharaoh complain 
of the plague of a hard heart ? He felt it not ; 
he was all (lone. But if thy heart feels its hard- 
nefs, 'tis a fign there is fomething of flefh. Blefs 
God for that covenant-mercy, a heart of fiefli. 

Again, it may be the Lordiarrieth or hideth 

himf elf from thee. But art thou not willing to- 
wait upon him ? Doft thou wait under his table 
for crumbs ? Doft thou wait at his gate for mer- 
cy ? Well, The Lord is good to them that wait for 

birn^ Lam. iii. 25. Again, it may be thou 

complainefti, ihoit^ art often out of frame^ or of an 
uneven temper ; fometimes prayings fomctimes fin- 
ning^ Sec. But though thou art not always the 
fame, yet God is, and Jefus Chrilt is ; and there- 
fore ii is that xve are not confumed.—AgSi'it)^ it 

K2 
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may be thou thinkeft thoujiialt never be ahte td 
fufferfor Chrijl^ihy weak nature Jhrinks and ireni'^ 
bles at the thoughts of it ; thou art afraid thou- 
Jhalt rather deny thy Saviour^ than thy name^ thy 
liberty^ or thy life. It is true, if thou Ihouldft be 
left to ihyfelf, it would be fo ; but God is faith- 
ful^ and he xvill notfajfer thee to be tempted above 
-what thou art able to bear. He will not fend thee 
into a wood to fell an oak with a penknife. — 
When he calls thee to the work thou never didft 
he will give thee the ftrcngih thou never hadft. 

-Again, it may be, thou fear efl thou/fialt fall 

away^ and fh all never hold out to the end. But- 
doth not this fear of thine raihery^CM?-^ thee than 
betray thee ? Does it not quicken thee to duty, 
to watch and pray, i3c. It is a mercy if it be 
fuch a fear and trembling as thou art working 
out thy falvation by. But wherefore dojl thou 
doubt ? Hath God ever failed tbee at thy need i^ 
When the difciples began to be concerned about 
bread; faith oar Saviour, doyenot remember how 
many bajkets full ye took up at fuch a time ? And- 
how many at fuch a lime ? Are your hearts fill 
harjdened ? So fay I, remember how God hath 
comforted you at fuchatime^ or fuch atime^dnid 

be not faithlefs but believing. The Lord in. ■ 

fpire your heart with courage and comfort, that 
you may perfevere in his good ways unto the 
end. The Lord be your keeper, your guide, 
your portion for ever. 

I fliall be glad to hear how it fares with you. 

I hope we are not unmindful of one another, 

though there had been an interruption of epijio- 

lary converfe. I fuppofe you might not receive 

w/ Jait kticr, With mine, my wife*s, Mrs. 
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W — s, your brothers, and Martha's hearty 
loves and refpeQs, and all good wiQies, I reft 

Your affcBionate Friend^ 

JOHN MASON- 

Water 'Stratford^ April \ 6^ 1678. 

LETTER XXVIL 

My very affeElionate and very dear friend^ 

I HOPE there is an indiflbluble knot between 
us that neither filence nor diftance can break 
in pieces; I mean ih^ unity ofihefpirit: which 
will out-ftand all carnal alliances,founded in blood 
or marriage ; and all temporary confederacies 
grounded upon intereft or teii^per. Time often 
breaks the lajt^ and death ever diffolves ^^Jirjl 
of thefe ties and communications. But fpiritu- 
al frieridfhip grows by time, and is pcrfe6led by 
death; it lafts and holds forever. The time 
comes when there will be no friendlhip but fpi- 
ritual friendfliip. WTien Eve awoke out of A- 
dam's fide, how was he joyed In her ? This is 
bone of my bone^ &c. But when they had finned 
he bitterly accufed her at the bar of God. Such 
will the end be of all that jocund friendfliip of all 
un regenerate allies; they will be divided at the 
bar of God, and no otherwife united, than as 
tares are in the fame bundle, whofe ncarnefs 
does but help to confumc one another. 

But, I hope, my dear friend, we are one fpi- 
rit in Chrift forever ; I hope we are met in himi 
through grace; (hall meet with him in the clouds 
and fhall be ever with him in heaven. In the 
meantime I condemn and abhor myfelf, that 
when divine providence gave me a long wifli'd 
for opportunity of feeing your face, I was no 
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more inward wlih you ; and that I fo fooliftiljr 
lc)(l ihc advantage I ihcn had of confaliing and . 
farilicriiig your fpiritual eJlate. 

Sorrv 1 am ihere was fo little of heaven, fo 
much of caithlincfs and carnality in my conver- 
(ation \\i:h you. And ibis I write with grief and 
lhi!mc. How oficnhave ray bowels yearned to- 
wiwosi your foul ! that I have thought, tkai 
%ci: :<.f i'c hi- luar vie^ oj- by vie ! that xvt had but 
tr: 'rj^or^iifii'V cf dijcoiirfnig together ofthingsper^ 
tii:,i*if:^^ fo thf k:::^do7n of God ! — I bad an op- 
ponuniiy ; I fay I had an opportunity. — Butit 
IS KC;iu\ i: i< i^onc ! and ^s heiher I (hall ever 
bawMh-j h::i. a^jain, 1 know not. The Lord for" 
*:i.r }j:i' ! — '1 liv)uj;!il bavcnotbccn iny brother's 
Lttpc:, v^i 1 \m\\\ comu'.it my brother to that 
(Wi(l wh:) is .':blc to keep bimyrow this frcftnt e- 
v.'i ;(\\> ../ ; ;mkI from cvltv evil work, unio life 
tuihii!. — ri;c Lord bv i-is fpirit, breathe into 
ycui l»citcT iiiaiiiiitions tiian I could poffib!)' have 
lj'.'^.'liv\l. I lliCMild have fpokcn ^a you ; but 
\ct 1 i.iay (j.ciik for )ou, arid you for me, to 
iik:; (.;;k! w lui is with us boib at the fame time; 
%iiKl \\lio i\iij li!^ Is us buti'. out ofthe riches of his 
,S»-v\' and -v»odiivis in Jefus Chrifl. In whom 

J)i.:r »l?;r, your iiJ-.-CiiOiictc Friend^ 

'JWi! Ijr^^sjor \ciir cvcrlajliv.g Jiappinefs, 

lOlIN MASON. 
^^<uci.S:),vJor:, Feb. q/i6-g-8o. 

MVITER XXVIIL 

Mv ih\ir I ritK:l^ 

1A M lenbblj ui yovir love to us. You mourn 
with us, and rejoice with us •, -dwi 1 \\c>\v^Nj^\i. 
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pray for us, and praife for us. And therefore 1 
muft needs defire your temporal, and efpeciafly 
your eternal welfare. I rejoice in the hopes of 
your ftedfaftnefs in Chrift. Bleffed be God who 
hath preferved you, and followed you with ihfe 
motions of his good fpirit. The Lord carry on 
his work in our hearts, that we may at laft meet 
in his kingdom. Be encouraged ftill to depend 
-on God. Converfe with him by faith, medita- 
tion, and prayer. If any defpife the good ways 
of God, I truft you can juflify them by your 
©wn experience. God's work is wages, and in 
keeping his coiiimandments there is great reward. 
Go Oh (my dear and faithful friend) go on in the 
ftrength of God. Follow after righteoufnefs^ 
hollnefs^faithj love^ patience^ meeknefs. Labour 
•fier farther m'eafures of grace, and more inti- 
Itiate acquaintance and communion with God. — '- 
The way of the Lord is flreTtgth to the upright. 
The farther a man walks in the good ways of 
God,^the better he will find them. Let us live 
by faith, till wefliall live by fight. Letus breathe 
by prayer, till we breathe out our fouls into 
Chrift's bofom.-^-^-=-Say, we are weak (as it is 
moft true ;) our God will ftrengthen us. A 
chrifttan cannot keep himfelf, but he is kept by 
the power of God^ through faith unto falvation,-^ 
Therefore we muft commit our fouls to God's 
keepirtg, and derive fupplies of ftrength front 
Jefus Chrift. O that we might daily receive of 
his fulnefs^ even grace for grace ! When Satan 
tempts, or the world tempts, fly to Chrift, and he 
will fuccour. If your heart be dead, go tc 
Chrift, and he will quicken it. 
J commend you to Chrift ia vss^i ^ra^^s yi 
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commend Chrift to you in my letters, Chrift is 
all in alt. Bccaufe I live (faith he) ycjhall live 
aljo. . Chrift fweetens life, death, the grave, re- 
furreQion, judgment, heaven, eternity : Chrift 

fweetens all. Do you not love a man whea 

you fee (aliquid Chrijli) fomethingof Chrift in 
him ? Do you not love a book when you read 
fomething of Chrift in it ? Are not the ordinan- 
ces dear to you, becaufe Chrift is to be feen 
through ihefe lattices ? And do you not love 
chriftian aflemblies, becaufe Jefus Chrift walks in 
the mid ft of the golden candle/iicks ? 

My.dear Friend^ I hope you truly belong to 
Chrift, and will one day fee his face with joy. — 
He is our pricft, he is our furety, he is our, ad- 
vocate ^at the right hand of the father. O let us 

prize him, and praife him to eternity. ^To 

the Lord's almighty prote6tion, and moft gra^ 
cious favor, I commit you, remaining 
Yaur affured faithful friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 

Water-Straford^ ISept. 12, 1679, 

LETTER XXIX. 

Dear Friends^ 

AS fweats are good for a man's body, if a 
man come^^ v/ell out of them; foafllittions 
are good for the foul, if a man come well out of 
them. I wifli you may come out of your lick-* 
xiefs, and that you may coW well out of it. It 
is good for you that you have been a£liBcdy if you 
can fay, / blef the Lord^ I fee the vanity of the 
worlds the uncertainty of the tuorld^ and the ap- 
f roach of judgment. It is good for you that you 
have been afHicted, if you have been taught by 
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it, thai Chrijl 25 bejl^ end Jin is worjli. ! far 
the blood oj the everlajling covenant^ io wajh a- 
way my fms^ and to deliver me from the wrath to 
come. You come well out of your affliftions, 
if you are more ferious, more cautious, and more 
circumfpett ; more watchful and prayerful, more 
Ijpiritual and heavenly niinaed. 

Death is a good debt, an^ muft be paid. Tht 
clouds return after the rain. , O prepare care- - 
fully for your latter end. What time you have 
to fpare from your worldly occafions, fpend it 
in your fouTs concernments, Accufto'm your- 
felf to prayer, to good thoughts, to reading of 
good books efpecially God's book. Lqbor to 
' be wlkit all wifh they had been when they come to 
die. Confider, and think of the beft things, and 
keep the bell company — In every thing aim at 
God's glory, and your eternal falvalion.— ^Ag 
wc have lived under one roof together, I defirc 
we may live in our heavenly Father's houfe to- 
gether ; and be forever with the Lord. No more 
but hearty fove from 

Your loving friend^ 

JOHN MASON. 
Murfley^ July ii, 1683. 

LETTER XXX. 
Dear Friend^ 

I DESIRE you happinefs in all refpeQs^ and 
that that God who gives you health and 
llrength for your earthly calling, may enable 
you tor the datics of your heavenly calling; and 
that whiift your hand is in the world, your heart 
may be in heaven. 

I hope vou do confcienuou^Y Q^^^^^^n^ C<^$i% 
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fabbatlis, And delight in liis ordinances^ And 
that you experienccthe fwcetnefs of communion 
with God, .and of his fervice, which is pcrfeft 
freedom. I defire that you may continue in well 
doing, that you may he faithful to the dealh^ihaLt 
you may receive a crown of life.. To keep a 
confcicnce void of offence^ mull be your daily ex- 
crcife, and ii (hall be your daily comfprt. 

I hope you vifit the throne.of grace daily, and 
find prayer to be your chief delight, and the beft 
of your fare, Confefs what you find, ajnife in 
yourfelf. Begpajdon and fan61ification. En-- 

deavor to. walk clofely with God There is 

nothing like clof^communion, and clofe walking 

with God 1 (hould be glad to hear of your 

foul's profperity. Tho' I feldom write to you', 
you arc not out of my heart, nor out of my pray- 
ers. My fervice to your good brother William^ 
of whofe- recovery I long to hear, and to your 
brother Samuel^ to whom I thought to write, but 
at prefent want opportunity. The Lord Jefus 
be with you. In him I am 

Your faithful Friend^ 

JOHN MASON, ^* 

December 7. .^ • ' 



THE END. 
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ELINA, Countcfs of Huntingdon, 
was the daughter of Waftiington, Earl of Ferres : 
She was born Auguft 24, 17075 and on Jnne 3, 
1728, was married to Theophilus, late of Hunt- 
ingdon, 

At an early period of life, having attained to 
her 9th year, the fight of a corpfe about her own 
age, as it was carried to the grave, engaged her 
to attend the funeral ; there the firft impreflions 
of deep fcrioufnefs about the eternal viroild laid 
hold on her confcience, and with many tears (he 
cried earneftly to God that when he was pleafed 
to call her from time, he would deliver her from 
thefe fears and give her an happy departure. — 
She often vifited the grave afterwards, and al- 
ways preferved a lively fenfe of the affeQing* 
fcenel Though no clear difcoveries of divine 
truth were yet obtained, (he frequently retired to 
her clofet and poured out her heart to the Lord. 

A dangerous illnefs having foon after this bro't 
her to tbic brink of the grave, death appeared 
unfpeakably awful to her view, and her confci- 
ence became greatly diftreffed : Under thefe af- 
feSing circumftances (he felt an earned defire to 
renounce all other hopes and caft herfelf wholly 
on Chrift ; (he lifted up her foul to Jefus the 
Saviour by prayer, and was ^filled with joy and 
feace in believing. Her diforder foon took a 
favorable tyrn^ and (he was not only reftorcd tcv 



perfeft health, but what was infinitely better, td 
newnefs of life ; fhe determined henceforth to 
live for Jehovah, and therefore prefented herfelf 
to God as a living facrifice, holy and acctptable^ 
'which^Jhe now believed^ was her rcajonable jcrvice. 
The change which divine grace efFeQually 
wrought upon her ladyfhip foon become obfer- 
vable to all around her, in the open profeffion of 
her faith, and by her zealous fupport of religion, 
amidflrthe keen reproach of an ungodly world ; 
Ihe nobly fet her face as a flint, and was not a- 
fhamed ^iiher of Chrift or his croft. During 
Lord Huntingdon's life (he openly profefFcd and 
warmly fupported the caufe of God, although 
her means of ufcfulnefs were much circumfcrib- 
edj and her* family concerns occupied a great 
Ihare of her time and attention. When, by her* 
hufband's deceafe, (he became more completely 
her own miftrefs, flic refolved to devote herfelf 
exclufively to the fervice of Chrift^ and the edi- 
fication of fouls redeemed by his blood. Her 
zealous heart embraced cordially all whom flie 
confidered as real followers of the Lamb, but was 
cfpecially attached to thofe minifters who pro- 
feffed the Calviniftic fentiments. With the de- 
fign of affording them a moreextenfive fceneof 
ufefulnefs, fhe opened her houfe in Park-ftreet 
for the preaching of the gofpel, and gave a gene- 
ral invitation for her neighbors to attend. Her 
zeal in this refpeCl was crowned with abundant 
fuccefs. On the week-days her kitchen was 
crowded with the poor of the flock, for whom 
inftruftion was provided ; and on the Lord's 
dity the great and noble were invited to fpcnd the 
-'cuing in her drawing-room^ y^VicU various mi- 



niftcrs of the gofpel imparted the word of h'fc^ 
and were heard with apparently profound and 
ferious attention. 

A gentlewoman, who lived in the vicinity of 
Brighthelmftone, dreamed that a lady, whofe 
drefs (he particularly noticed, would fhortly vific 
' that town, and be an eminent inftrument of 
f good. About three years afterwards tady Hunt- 
ingdon came down, and the gentlewoman above 
mentioned, meeting her in the ftreet, fuddenly 
exclaimed, '* O ! madam, you are come.'* La- 
r dy Huntingdon ftartled by an addrefs fo unex- 
. peQed from an utter ftranger, and fuppofing that 
the woman was deranged, " What do you kfiow 
of me ?" faid the Countefs. " Madam," replied 
the other perfon, " I faw you in a dream three 
i years ago, dreffefl precifely as you now appear )" 
and then proceeded to give her a relation of the 
dream. The acquaintance formed between them 
on this occafion, was attended with confequen- 
ces the moil happy to that individual and to the 
fettlement. Lady Huntingdon was r.endered the 
inftrument of converfion to this woman, who " 
died a year afterwards in the full triumph of faith ; 
{he eretied a chapel in that town where the gofpel 
*^has fince been effettualto the falvationof many. 
Her a6live fpirit was ftill devifing generous 
: plans for the difFuGon of the gofpel, efpecially 
in places where " Satan had his feat/* fhe ereft- 
ed, in the year 1769, another chapel at Tun- 
bridge Wells, a place much frequented by the gay 
and the great «f the metropolis. She often in- 
volved herfelf in expences by eftablifhing church- 
es, which fhe found it difiBcuh to difcharge ; but 
] the Lord brought her honorably throu^K allVv^ 
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engagements, and provided a fupply from other 
quarters when her own refources wereexhaufted, 
— During forty-fivc years of widowhood, (he de- 
voted her time, talents and worldly fubffance to 
the fupport of the gofpel at home, and its diffu* 
fion through diftant, defolate parts of the worldr 
When advanced to the period of fourfcore years, 
{he maintjiined all the vigour of youth, and, a- 
roidft the outward decays of nature, her mind, 
animated and ennobled by every principle of 
chriftianity, was contemplating the wider fprcad 
of pure and undefiled religion ^ Her moll dif- 
tinguifhing excellence was a fervent zeal to make 
known the gofpel of the grace of^ God ; a zeal 
which no difappointment quenched, no labors 
relaxed, no oppofition difcouraged, no progreft 
of years abated. This heavenl)j flame appearecf 
to brighten as nature declined. Thoufands and 
tens of thoufands will have reafon, in time and 
eternity, to blefs her memory, as being th^ hap. 
py inftrument of their tranflation from darknefs 
to light ; and multitudes faved by her means 
have already met her in ihe region, of glory, to 
rejoice together in the prefence of God and of 
the Lamb. 

In the month of November, 1790, Lady Hunt- 
ingdon broke a blood veffel, at which time her 
laft illnefs commenced. Being afked by a friend 
" how (he was ;" Ihc inftantly rtplied, " I am 
well ; all is well ; well for ever/* Wherever I 
turn my eyes, whether living or dyrng, I fee no- 
thing but viBory," As death approached, flic 
was frequently heard to exclaim, with great ern- 
phafis, *^ The coming of the Lord draws nigh ; 
O Lady Ann/' (a young lady that lived with her) 



** the coming of the Lord draws nigh, and the 
thought fills my foul with joy unfpeakable." At 
another time (heobfcrved, ''AH the little ruffles 
and difficulties which furround me ; all the pains 
with which I am exercifed in this poor body, thro* 
mercy, afFeft not the fettled peace and joy of my 
foul. 

To a friend who vifited her a few days before 
her dcceafe,(h€ faid, ''I fee rayfelf a poor worm, 
drawing near to Jefus ; What hope could I en- 
tertain if I did not fee the efficacy of his blood, 
and turn asaprifoner of hope to thisftrong hold ? 
How little could any thing of mine give a mo- 
ment's reft to a departing foul ? So much fin 
and felf-mixed with the beft and always fo fhgrt * 
of what we owe ? 'Tis well for us that he can pi- 
ty and pardon; and.we have confidence that he 
will do fo. I confefs, my dear friend, I have no 
hope but what infpired the dying malefaSor, at 
the fide of my Lord, and I muft be faved in the 
fame way, as freely, as fully, or not at all/' 

He replied,' " Madam, I cordially join with 
you, that though our lives may be devoted to 
the work of Jefus, it is not to fuch a facrifice we 
ihould look for comfort in a dying hour.'l She 
replied, " No verily ;" then enlarging on that 
mixture of infirmity and corruption, which tarn- 
ifhed our beft fervices, fhe added, '' that a finner 
could only reft fatisfa£lorily on one foundation, 
and would find nothing in the beft works of his 
beft days that he dare produce before God for 
its own fake ; fufliciently bleffed and fecure, if 
he could but cry, God be merciful to me ajinner^ 
and let mt be found in the beloved and compleatin 
him.'' 

B 
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During the whole of her illnefs her pains never 
made her impatient, but (he feemed more con- 
cerned about thofe who attended than about her-, 
felf. A few days previous to her departure^ (he 
faid to an acquaintance, *' I cannot tell you in 
what light I now fee thefe words, IJ a man love 
me he will keep my wot dsj and ir^\ Father will love 
hi'm and we xaill come unto hii/i and make our tf- 
lode with him. To have in this room fuch com- 
pany and to 'have fuch an eternal profpeft ; I 
fee this fubjeQ now in a light which cannot be 
defcribed. I know my capacity will then be 
enlarged, but I am now as fenfible of the' pre-, 
fence of God as I am of the prefence of thofe I 
have with me." 

On the day of her diflbluiion flie converfed? 
about fending miffionaries to Otahite. She often 
mentioned that from the time God fet her foul at 
liberty (he felt fuch a defire for the falvation of 
fouls that fhe could compare herfelf to a (hip in 
full fail before the wind, and that flie was impel- 
led by an influence too powerful to be defcribed. 

That divine declaration, Them that honor me I 
tuill honory was literally and eminently realifed in 
the death of this illuftrious Perfonage. Suitably . 
to a hfe fo ardently and difintereftedly devoted 
to the fervice of her Redeemer and her genera- 
tion, {he had an abundant entrance into ike ever^ 
■lajling kingdom of our Lord Jefus Cbrijl. The 
following were among the laft words which fhe 
was heard to utter, '^ My work is done ; I have 
nothing to do but to go to my Father." She 
died at her own houfe in the Spa-fields, next 
door to the Chapel, June 17, 1792, in the 84th 
yearofhtx age. 
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^ Safe landed on that peaceful sbore^ 
Where pilgrims meet to part no more. 
She ranges now the heavenly plains. 
And sings in sweet heart-melting strains ;. 
And now her soul begins to prove 
The heights and depths^ of Jesus' love. 
He cheers her with eternal smile. 
She 3ings "Hos^anna all the while , 
Or, overwhelm- with rapture sweety 
Sinks down adoring at his feet* 



A PLEASANT INSTANCE OF CONVERSION;. 



A MAJOR A. ^vho was in the continental 
rvice during the American war, went withfome 
her officers, one Sunday, on purpofe to get a^ 
ugh at a negro's preaching ; but fo far was he 
om laughing at the negro after he arrived, that 
: ftood'for fome time amazed, at hearing him 
enouncing God's fevere judgments againft the 
ipenitent, efpecially thofe who came to mock. 

God's word,, begging of them* in the moft 
rncft manner, to think upon what they had 
ard, and to read their bibles as foon as they 
^nt home, &c. In ftiort. Major A. from that, 
ry hour, began to think that furely there was 
reality in religion, that there Was a God who 
warded the righteous, and punifhed.the wick- 
, (for until that very day, he was one of thofe 
dIs mentioned by the Pfalmift, Pfalm liii.) He 
mediately forfook his former companions in 
quiiy, and appHed himfelf .diligently to the 
idy of his Bible. He fliewed his faith by his 
)rks ; for at the conclufion of the war, he gave 

bis flaves their liberty, although only eleven 
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out of thirty-two (which was the number that he 
had) would accept of it, the reft chufing rather 
to have their ears bored through by fo good a 
matter, than to have their freedom. He turned 
a preacher himfelf, and fpared neither labor nor 
pains that he might be of ufe to fouls ; and, if 
alive, I fuppofe is ftill continuing to preach near 
Norfolk in Virginia, where I left bim a few 
years ago. 



No. 1. 

A WORD TO MOTHERS ON THE RELIGIOUS 
INSTRUCTION OF THEIR CHILDREN. 

Pfintcdby Dodd ifRuMSEY, forthe " Feniale Societi/ 
in Salem, for promoting Religious Knowledge." 

(6 r I '1 

A RAIN up a child in thcxcay he 
Jhouligo^^ is the divine command, and the pro- 
mife runs, " v)htn he is old he will not depart 
from it.*' Examine, my dear reader, whether 
you have felt the authority of this awful injunc- 
tion and diligently aimed at obeying it ? You arc 
in a certain (enfe the author of exiftence.to your 
children ; you have travailed in birth bringing 
them into the natural world ; do you know what 
it is to travail in birth for their fpiritual beings 
frequently and fervently wreftling with the re- 
deeming Angel for his bleffing upon them. Like 
the woman mentioned in the gofpel have you of- 
ten come to the compafEonate Saviour, expof- 
tulating, Lord^ have mercy on my daughter for 
Jhe is grievQitfly vexed^ have pity on ray fon, 
my daughter, for they ^zr^ ^mi;oi{/Zy vexed^\hty 
are born under ihe curfe of a broken covenant 
and arc heirs oi wrath by nature^ have mercy up- 
on them in pardoning their fins; let thy preci- 
ous blood, dear Redeemer, be fprinkled upon 
the:/ confciences purging the;fi from dead works ; 
may they become alive to God, through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

You have fpent many painful, anxious hours 
in providing for their bodies, fecuring meat and 
drink and whatever was neceflary for ihe prefent 
life: What hours have yoii fpent about their 
precious fouls and evcrlaft\ng cowc^icwi"^ ^NV^^ 



cliu you fpcnd an hour in prayer with IfraeVs 
iiod for their converfion and falvatjon ? The 
iiDticnt patriarch earneftly fupplicat^s, O that 
J/hmad might live before thee ; have you been fre- 
quently fupplicating^O that Timothy, that Jobn^ 
that James, that Mary, that Martha might live 
before thee, that the incorruptible feed might 
early take root in their hearts and fpring up, 
bearing fruit in their lives, producing loye to 
Go J, love to their parents and charity to men ? 
What hours have you fpent with your childrea 
teaching them from the word of God their dan- 
ger by nature, recommending Jefus as their on- 
ly portion and entreating them in his name to be 
reconciled to God ? What hours have you fpent 
covenanting with Jehovah in their behalf, faying 
*' Lord, here am I and the children wKomihou 
haft given me ; they are thine by creation and I 
now relign them wholly to thy gracious difpofal 
both for time and eternity ; I dclire not great 
things for them in this world, but, O may their 
fouls be faved in the glory of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; I care little what toil, or poverty, or re- 
proach may j^efall them in the prefent life, but 
I cannot endure the thought that any of them 
ihould be outcafts from heaven at laft or puhifh- 
cd with everlafting deftrufcHon from thy prcfence. 
Thdu haft dirctitd^fnffer ike Utile children to come 
\nnto me for of fitch is the kingdom oj Gcrd ; atthv 
command I now luring them and caft them up- 
on thy free, fovereign mercy ) there I will leave 
them at all hazards, 1 cannot talce them away 
without thy bleifing ?" 

But does not the confcience of fomc mother 
i^^r witnefs^ while flie reads iVvefc ^^^^^^ vWt 



file is an uUcr ftranger to fuch cxefcifes ? Shcf 
has perhaps fcarcely fpent a thought about their 
fpiritual and immortal intercfts ; fhe can fufFcr 
days and weeks to pafs without repeating a pro- 
mife to them, or without offering up a prayer 
for them. Is this your kindnefs to your off- 
fpring ? Is not the great God who created the 
world and your children a proper judge of the 
value of both^ and he has declared, a man is not 
profited ifhejkould gain the whole world a?id loft 
hisfouL What profit is it therefore to your 
children fhould you acquire for them all rich* 
cs and honors if you negle£t their immortal fouls 
and fuffer them toperifli forever ? Suppofethat 
one of thefe little ones whom, you* tenderly re- 
gard, who often captivates your hearts with a 
thoufand expreffions of love ; in whofe forrows 
you now fympathize, in whofe health and hap* 
pinefs you rejoice, fuppofe one of thefe little 
ones {hould meet you at the left hand of the judge 
andaddrefs you in the following language,^." O 
cruel, accurfed mother^ inftrument of my exift- 
ence, and through your neglcft, inftrument of 
my damnation, * Behold my dreadful condition, 
doomed here to the left hand of the judge as a 
mark of his indignation; as unfit for the focicty of 
good angels or men ; beliold the dreadful profpeft 
which now Kes before me, the Judge is leady to 
frown me from his prefence, holy angels rca(iy 
to bind me hand and foot and the devouring 
flame ready, to receive me ; fee on yonder right 
hand of the Judge a companion of my childhood 
and youth, one that was born in the fame fettle- 
mem, that was taught in the fame fchool ftandi^ 
now cM with the rightooufnefs of Jefus, fhining 



in all the beauties of holinefs, bul I muft be an 
eternal cajl axvay^ the abhorrence of God, the 
fcorn of angels, the fport of devils, and a prey 
to unquenchable fire; O that I had been born a 
brute or an ideot fincemy underftanding was ne- 
ver dirc61cd to the knowledge of Jefus,and its real 
intercfts, or that I had periflied m the womb and 
never faw the fun. True it is, you was diligent 
in proiDoting my outward welfare ; you fed 
me when hungry, you cloathed me when naked, 
you fhcltered me in the hour of danger, you 
Sympathized with me in diftrefs, but you never 
told me that / wasJJiapcn injiuy and thus a ckild 
of wrath by nature ; you never told mc that there 
was pardon in the blood of Jefus, nor urged me 
by all the value of my foul to flee from the wrath 
to come ; now I muft take an eternal ferewell o£ 
all thofe little pleafures which I enjoyed on earth 
and be forever, and ever, and ever finking deep, 
cr and deeper in yonder burning lake. I there- 
fore in the prefence of the aflembled univerfe 
now charge, and will to all eternity charge my 
damnation to your indolence and negleCl." 

Surely no mother, who feels the bowels of com- 
paflTion to her ofFspring,could endure fuch a fight 
or falutation. Surely if flie was an heir of glo- 
ry herfelf, it muft, I had almoft faid, embitter 
heaven to think that flie had brought a child in- 
to the world and then left it to perifti eternally or 
if flie was a caft away, its prefence in hell muft 
greatly aggravate her mifery. 

My dear female readers, do not pronpunce 
thejc hard fay ings; the Lord God, in whofe 
prefence I write, is my witnefs that I aft the part 
o! a friend to you and your children, and that I 
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could cheerfully part with my own temporal cafe 
to iave both of you from eternal torment. The 
redemption of the foul is preciouf ;' my pen, the 
pen of an archangel could not defcribe the ten 
ihoufandth, thoufandth part of its value. I am 
fully perfuaded that could I be the inftrument 
underGod of awakening you to refleft on their 
worth, on the valtnefs of eternity, on the hap- 
pinefs of heaven, on the miferics of hell, that 
their inftruftion would become your chief em- 
ployment,and their falvation your chief concern. 
What is a man profited^ Jliould he gain the whole 
world and lofe his foul ; what will a man give 
in exchange for his foul ? 

I will now conclude this fiiort and familiar ad- 
drefs by noticing two or three things to encourage 
you refpc6iing the fpiritual interells of you chil- 
dren and give you freedom in brihging them 
to Jefus the Saviour. 

1. The plain tnd repeated promifes of God, 
/ loill be your God and the God of your feed ;■ I 
will circumcife thine heart and the heart of thy feed 
to love the Lord thy God. Myfpirit which I havt 
given you and my word which I have put in thy 
mouth fliall not depart ovJ; of thy mouthy nor out 
of the mouth of thy feed^ nor out of the mouth of thy 
feed's feed fromhenceforth^ven forever. Takethefc 
promifes and prdfent them with your children, 
one by one, pleading, Lord do as thou hafi faid^ 

2/ Remember that our Lord Jefus when on 
earth always expreffed a peculiar afFeftion and 
concern for the young. When the fcribes and 
the pharifees rebuked the little children cryiog 
Hofanna in the temple, did the faviour unite with 
them in damping their riling ardour ; yi breaking 



the bniifed reed or quenching the fmoking flaxf 
No, Jefus encouraged thein, and faid, haveyt 
never read, out of tire mouth of b€kbt$ anifuck-* 
iings thou hajl perftlled praife ? 

3. When the I'dviour was on earth, Htlle cbij- 
drcn were frequently brou-ght to hi«i ; parents 
came with their offspring, makers with their fer* 
vants and all that came were wetcomcv; trhcre is 
not an inflancc in all the hillory of kis life, thac 
one was iejefcled \ he took them up in his arms 
And put his hands upon them and blejjfed them. 
The Lord Jefus vi as gracious now as he was in 
the days of his flefh ; he is as able and wiUing to 
fave to the very uttermoft now as he ever was ^ 
and has left it for the encouragement of all foU 
lowing generations, Him that cometh to me^ I 
will in no -wife cajl off. 

4. Remember that the Lord God will feav^ a 
feed to ferve him while fuu and moon endure* 
and why not your feed ? Menjhall be bltffed in 
him and all nations JJiall call him bleffedy and why 
may not the offspring of your loins be partakers 
©f ihefe bleiBngs ?.He has proraifcd to take the 
children injiead 0/ the fathers and make them no^ 
ble princes in all the earthy and why not your 
little ones be fliarers of thefe honors ? From all 
thefe confiderations, in the iufiruQion of your 
children, be encouraged to fow in hope of reap- 
ing ; While you teach and admonifti and entreaty 
the fire may begin to burn in thci^p little bof<)ms, 
even love to a bleeding faviour^. that fpark of' 
grace may be enkindled by the Holy Ghoft which 
will (liine brighter and brighter until it blaze un- 
clouded in the region of glory/ Theuhow great 
beyond cxpreffion would be your honour? You 



ivould receive the heavenly plaudit. Well doni 
good and faithful fervani^ ikou hafl been faithful 
over a few things^ and I toill make thee tider over 
many things^ tnter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 
You would be admitted to a feat with thofe who, 
iurning-many to righteoi^nefs^/hine as theflarsfor^^ 
ever and iver. How great beyond exprelfion 
Avould be your happinefs ? By being inttrunien- 
tal in rendering thefe children pious towards God, 
you u'ould render them affefciionate and obedi- 
ent to yourfelves; your crown in profpcrity and 
confolation in advcrfity. Whan called to clofe 
your eyes in death you could leave them with, 
their God and your God in the confidence that 
he is al)le to keep ihem from falling, and prefent 
them faultlefs before the prefence of his glory 
with exceeding joy. What tranfports of blifs 
would mutually fill your bofoms when 
ineeting together with all theraiifomed at the righc 
hand of the judge; how would they be conftrain- 
cd to blefs Jehovah fouriucha mother, for one 
that taught them the truth in Jefusand you, in 
return , muft raife the Jlidut of praife to him who 
countenanced the word of his handmaid, and 
rendered it effe£luaJ to their falvation. thai, 
men would praife the Lord for his goodnefs and 
for his wonderful works uuLo the children of men. 
And let themfacrifcethefacrifceofthankfgiving^ 
Mud declare his works with rejoicing^ Amen, 



LIFE THE ONLY ACCEPTED TIME, 



*** "TXTHILE life prolongs its precious light, 
W Mercy is found, and peace is given ; 
But foon, ah foon ! approaching night 
Shall blgt out every hope of heaven. 

2. While God invites, how blefs'd the day ! 
How fweet the go fpel's charming found? 

'' Come iinners, hafte, oh hafte away. 
While yet a pardoning God he's found.*' 

3. ^^ Soon, borne on time's mod rapid wing. 
Shall death command you to the grave. 
Before his bar your fpirits bring, 

And none be found to hear or fave." . 

4. " In that long land of deep defpair. 
No Sabbath's heavenly light (hall rife ; 
No God regard youi bitter prayer. 
Nor faviour call you to the fkics." 

5. No wonders to the dead are fhown, 
(The wonders of redeeming love ;) 

No voice his glorious truth makes known 
Nor fings the blifs of climes above. 

6. Silence, and folitude, and gloom,- 
In thefe forgetful realms appear. 
Deep forrows fill the difmal tomb, 
And hope (hall never enter there. 



No. SO. 
ANECDOTES AND HINfS. 

RELATIVE TO A 

PREVAILING BUT INDEFENSIBLE PRACFICE. , 

It diills my bloocl, to hear the bleft Supreme 
Ruclely ap|X:ard to on each trifling iheme ! 
Maifitain your rank; vugarity defpife; 
To S. E \ , is uj^ither bvave, polite, nor \v1fe5 
You would no' iSvear upon the bed of death ; 
Reheat I your Maker now could flop ypur bieath. 

'F^HE excellent Mr. Howe being at dinner with 
Jl^ fome peiT(Mis of fafhion, a "gentleman expa« 
liat-d largely in prai'e of King Ckarles I. introducing 
bme harfh refleclions upon others. Mr. Howe^.ob- 
.urving that the gentleman raixed many oaths with his 
difcourfe, told him thaN in his humble opinion, he 
had omitted a Hngular excellence ia the chara<Sler of. 
that prince. The gentleman eagerly dcfired him to 
men ion it, and feemed all impatience to know what 
it was. ' It was thls^ Sir,* laid Mr. Howe, * H-e 
was never heard to fwcaran oath in common con verfa- 
tion.' The hint was as p ^i'ltely received as given ;. 
and the gentleman proniilcd to break off the praftice, 
T'he fame Mr. Howe, once converfing with a 
nobleiran in St. James's Park, whc fwore profanely 
in his convcrfation, exprelTed great fatlsfaftion in 
, the thought that lh?ie is a God, who governs ttut 
world, who will finally make retribution to all ac- 
cording totheir wo:ks; and' who, My Lord,' add- 
ed he, ' will in?.ke a difl'ercnce between him that 
fweareth, and him that feartth an oath.*' His Lord- 
fliip innvrdiate'y anfwerei, * I thank you, Sir, for 
your freedom ; I take your meaning, and fhall en- 
deavour to niake a ^ood ufe o^ it.' Mr. H. replied; 
*1 have reafoii to thank your IcrJfhipfi.r favinif rr^the 
mcO: ciffieul: part of a di'c )urfe, which i^ the appli" 
cation. 
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Another rime, pafBng two perfons of quality, wh« 
tir^re talking \\ ith great eagerne(s, and damned each 
other repeatedly; Mr. H. fa'd to theinf talcing off 
hi^ hat in a refpe^lful manner—' I pray God save you 
both ;' for which handfbme reproof they immediately 
returned him thanks. 

The truly honourable Mr. Boyle, as eminent for 
philofo) hy as for morality, was fo careful to avoid 
this profane cufiom, that he never mentioned the name 
of God in hisconverfation, without makfng an obferv- 
able paufe before it, that fo he might both feel anJ 
dilFnfe among the company, the veneration due to 
the facred Majcfty of the univerfe. 

The brave Colonel Gardiner took pains to prevent 
fwearing in his regiment, at the head of which he would 
publicly declare his abhorrence of it^ urging all his 
officers to avoidgiving, by their example, any fandlion 
to a crime, which it was their duty to punifh. A num- 
ber of military gentlemen once dined with him at his 
own houfe, when he addrelfed them with much refped, 
and begged leave to lemind them« that as he was a juf- 
tice of the peace in that diftrid, he was bound by oath 
to put the laws againft fwearing into execution ; and 
therefore intreated them to be upon their guard. Only 
one of the gentlemen oiFended on that day, who im:r e* 
diately paid the penalty, which was given to the poor, 
with the univerfal approbation of the company. 

A moment's calm cbnfidcration will convince any 
rational perfon of the impropriety of ths cui^om, which 
is inexcufable, irrational, vulgar, and profane. 

It is inexcusable. There is Itfs temptation to this 
vice than to any other. Some vices aie excufed bycaU 
Jing them conftitutional ; but, as Archbifhop Tillotfon 
pbferves, no man is born with a swearing conlHrution. 
It cannot procure -credit to an alknion, becaufe it is 
oftener ufe<l to confirm a raih or doubtful fa) ing, than 
a plain truth. The man who fwears, feems to doubt 
his own veracity, and well Fray other fufpcdt it; for 
how can we b^-lieve he will be iru« to man, whoisfalfc 
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to God ? Befides^ the cuftom to f^earing to truths may 
infcnfibly lead a man to fwear falfehoods. Perfoas ad- 
dicted to this pra6lire fcarcely know when they fwear, 
and fome, when reproved of ir, have fwofn that they 
did not fwear. 

It is irrationah What greater proofof ftupid ignr- 
ranee can be given than to ufe words without mean- 
ing ? You call upon God f (hoclving to repeat) to damti 
your eyes^^your blood-^-your souls. But have you 
confidered what damnation is ? Ic is a word of diead- 
fiil meaning. It is to be pronounced accurfed of God 
in the day of judgment. It is to hear Jefus fay, • De- 
part frofii me, ye curfed, into cverlailing fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels.' But furely you do nut 
mean ihis. 

It is vulgar. That fome Gentlemen fwear, is toa 
true ; but it can never be deemed the mark of a gentle- 
man ; for it is a vice common to the vileft cbaraflcrsin 
the lowed ranks offociety. It produces the mofl: dif- 
graceful equality — it puts the honourable, the learned, 
the polifhed, and the delicate, upon a level with the 
moft ignorant and depraved. 

It is profane. Do you believe there is a God? Have 
you heard that be is the high and lofty One that inha- 
biteth eternity, before whom angtls veil their faces — 
whofe exiftcnce and terrible Majcfty even the devils 
believe, trembling? Go, profane finner, hide thjfelfia 
the duft whence thou waft originally taken. Who art 
thou— impioufly daring to fct thy mouth againft the 
heavens ? You would not fwear in the prefencc of the 
king of Great Britain ; and will you treat the King of 
Kings, the God of the whole earth, with lefs refpeft? 
You would perhaps refrain from fwearing many hours 
together, if it were to exempt you from fome tempo- 
ral lofs, or to procure fome temporal gain. And da 
you treat the commands, the piomifcs, and thethreat- 
teningsof the moft H gh God, ^s if they wereunwor 
thy of your notice? The fove reign command of the 
G vernor ofthe univerfe is, Swear not, at all. He 
who faid, ' Thou (bait do no luurdcr^ haihaifo iaid^ 
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'Thou (halt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain' — und th'^ awful Ti -^ftinn of this command is, •for^ 
the I.ord 'h) God will not hold him guiltlefs, that talc- 
cih \\s name 'n vain:' that is, he will punifli him with 
fignal vcugeancc — he will make him feel the thunder 
Ot*hi<^ irrcfiftil)!e and deftrtiftivc power. 

Is the reader alarmed by the tenible fanftlon of the 
precept here ctcd ? He ha$ reafnn to be alarmed — yet 
let him nor fink in^o defpair, * Let the wicked forfake 
his wav, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return un>iS the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our Ciod, for he will abundantly 
pardon/ Ifa. Iv. 7. * Chrift died for the ungodly/ 
Rom. -v. 6. Pray earneftly for pirdt»ning mercy 
through his mediation, and thou fhalt find that he^ who - 
had compafTion on Peter, wili kavecompitiion on thee ; 
but it is proper, that if thou halt polluted thy life ia 
time patt with oaths and curfes, thou Ihouldeil bow, 
like him, weep bitterly,. 

Hitherto thy tongue has been thy fhame, but from 
this time, let it become thy glory. Let it be ufed to the 
honour of him, whofe vord fays, *B]efs and curfe not*/ 
— and again, ' Let no corrupt communication pro- 
ceed out of your mouth / but * that which is go-od to 
theufeof edifying, that it may minifter grace unto 
tihe hearers.' 

Befides thofe horrid oaths v.*hieh fhock every 
decent eai, there is a vicirus h .bit mdulged by many 
perfons, oiherwife moral, vind aoiong thefie, «.ven ladies 
themfelVes, of a thought xls p'ofafvation of tht'ir Mak- 
er*> name, on cKcafions.the mort trivial, fifch ras Good 
God! God forbid I God bVf* us ! O Lord, &cf. &c. 
Such langua:j:e proc**eds from want '^f reverence to the 
belt of Beings, . nd is asdirf6l a viokition of r.h^.t com- 
mand, -^ Thou flialt not t. kothe uartie lyf thc^ Lor«l,thy 
God in vain " i- the mc,i\ vtj|y:tr and pi»)fane oaths. 
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ADVICE TO PARENTS. 



GOD has given you children. Did jou e^er eonfi- 
der that they have immortal fouls ? You &nd ft 
neceflary to employ much time, and care, and labour, in 
order to provide for their bodies, and to rear them to 
maturity. But their fouls iland in need of (till greater 
attention ^ that they may be inflriifted in the knowledge 
of God^ and of his Son Jefus Chrift, the Saviour of fin- 
ners. You fee with your eyes, that one generation paf* 
feth away, and another cometb : you cannot but knovr 
that God will bring you to death, and to the houfe ap- 
pointed for all living ; and you are fenfible that when 
your children have lived three orfourfcore years at moil, 
they alfo (hall die, and their bodies return to dud. 

But their fouls never die. When feparated froiR 
th^ body, they will enter into an eternal ftate. The 
facred Scripture informs us, that in this eternal flate 
there are two different abodes for fouls, heaven and be/L 
The former is a place of perfe6i happinefs, in the pre- 
fente and enjoyment of God for ever ; .the latter is a 
place of the mod dreadful and eternal mifery, ** inhere 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.^* 
Ibto heaven ihali be admitted all the difciples of Jefus 
Cbrift i that is, all \who- know him, and believe in his 
name, and as the fruit of faith, love him, and hate eve- 
ry iiu, and live devoted to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, in heart and life. Into hell all the wicked (hall 
be call down ; that is, all p^fons who have not loved 
God with their whole foul } who have defpifed Jefus 
Cbrifl) and the holy Scriptures ) apd who have fpent 
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tbeir dajf in mindiog this world onl^r, and io the love 
-offln. 

Natural a£Fe£lion mnft make you (hudder at the 
thoughts of your children being call into* cndlcfs mifery, 
and will doubtlefs lead you earnedly to wi(h that thej 
may <be fwrtakers of eadlefs 'felicity. But in or^erto 
thiSylt'is ahfolutely neccilary that they (hould be inn 
itmded in the principles of the ChriPiian religion^ by 
which alone they can attain the knowledge of the way 
which leads to'ev«riaUiag life, it is'of the greated im- 
portance that this (hould be done in the days of their 
youth, before their hearts are hardened through the de- 
ceitfulnefs of fin : '* IVain up a child in the way he ' 
ihould go^** fays SoIookh^ ** and when be ^is old he will 
not depart from it.^' 

Natural affe&ion (hould Simulate you Io this; and 
the love you haye for your dear Hule ones fliould -eon- 
drain you to employ every method in your powtir to 
promote their higbeft happineft. But if natural afibe- 
lion have no influence, remember there is fomethin|r to 
oblige you, which is (till more powerful ^ and that is the 
command of God, the great and glorious JftHovjuf, who 
made you, who preferves and does you good, wbom 
you are bound to obey, and before whofe judgment ieat 
you mod ere long appear, to give an account of the 
deeds done in the body, and to anfwer for the pains you 
took for the falvation of your children. In the Old 
Teftament, God fpeaks thus to parents : Deut. vi. ^.6. 
7. " Thou (halt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy might i 
and thefe words which I command thee fliall be in thy 
heatt ; and thou flialt teach them dsligently unto^hy 
children, and thou (halt talk of themwhenthou iitteil in 
thine houie, and when thou walkeil by the way, and 
when thou lieil down, and when thou rifell up.^* You 
. will find the fame thiqg inculcated by* divine <authof Ity 
in the New Te (lament : God thus addreficsf tthert-and 
mothers who profefs the ChriAi.in religion : Eph. vi. 4. 
** Bring up .your children in the -nurture and adroonitioa ' 
of the Lord." You find'ic e^ery day neceifary to giw 
them food for their bodies : in lik^ tnunner, God here 
enjoins you to feed their fouls >^. that^is, to te^h then 
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tli€ iafin't:^ love of God ia fendiog hi»owti Sen into Ac 
world to fave Unaers ; and what Jefu^ Cbrift hai dono 
and fuiFered foi their falvation ; aiid bow they are to be 
made pHFtBkers of the bleffings wbichi he has purftbafed- 
by bis obedteecc. aod death ^ aod the way to which theyt 
ftiould w:)]k fo, as to plftafe God. While you.teath 
them thefe things, it is incunobent onyott to iet befene 
them the'exampleof a Chrifiiaa life, to pr*y with them^ 
and for them) to read the Scriptures, to fan£tify the 
Lord^sday, to carry them wbeco the gofpel is preach- 
ed » and to difplay before tbeit ty«% k your convcria-. 
tion vnd condttd^ the botioefs, bttmUtty, meeknefa aad 
benevoleiMie of a difeipie of Chvift. 

Have you done fo ? aod when .yon ftand at die tribnv 
nal of the great Jodge^ ( which may fcjon be the cWe,> 
can j^u, fay^ '* Lord thoa knoweft it has beep our cob* 
flant endeavour ta deny 0Ul^^el▼e8, to take up. the crofii> 
aad follow Chrift ^ and that we hate been conqjomed for 
the falvation of ovv childreoi foully as well as ^or the 
health and wcflfarei of thek bodiefk Thou hafl bcea 
witnefs to our prayers and tears, while we were fuppit* 
cpting oiercy for them, and eadrnefll(^intf eating dut they 
may obtata thy favour mid blcffing.*' Hdppy vt thofis 
parents who cair lay ibeir battdi on their h e am , and ttt>^ 
Ur tbeTe words, . 

But while fom^ can fpoak thus, maay of yon cannot : 
and your own confcieooes, imleft ther be feared, muft 
accufe you of a dreadful ntgled ox duty. You are 
compelled by truth to fiiyi "We haveaot attcsded to- 
the lalvation of our own fools : and our cbikhreoi have 
been Itkewife negleded. If we could provide for their bo« 
dies, we thought we bad done all thBt<L.wai required* 
They are living in ignorance and fin ^ and, alas \ they 
fee nothins; in us but the example of a .worldly and wic- 
ked life : the reading of the Atored fcrtpturcS) and pray- 
er, and pious couxrerGitioa, they feldom or never hear 
from us.*' Your condition is unfpeakabiy dread&il, and 
how will yon be able to anfwer for your conduct at the 
judgmentJeat of Chrift ? O that God may have pity on 
you and bring yon to lepcntaqce, before the tlungs that 
belong to your peace are for ever hid from ynnr eyas L 
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^me rnny faf , ** Alss ! we our fe Ives are ignorant, ' 
and how can we teach our children ^ We know nothing 
about the gofpel, and the way of a finner^s faivation : 
and it is entirely out of our power to give them religi« 
ous inftrudion. Will God require fuch a thing from 
poor people, that are no fcholars !" My heart bleeds 
for your unhappy ftate. Your ignorance will be no ex- 
cufe before God ^ for had you diligently fought hina, 
and improved the opportunities of inilruflioD which 
were in your power, you might have known his ways* 
Do not flatter yourfelves ^ your ignorance will prove de« 
Aiudive to the fouls both of yourfelves and yourchiU 
dren. Hear what God fays in his holy word to fuch at 
you, Ifa. xxvii. ii. '* It is a people of no underftanding ^ 
therefore he that made them will not have mercy oa 
them, and he that formed them will (hew them no fa- 
vour/' Hofea iv. 6. ^* My people are deftroyed for lack 
of knowledge )*'— and 2 Theff. i. 8, 9. ** They that 
know not God fliail be puniOied with everUfting deftrue- 
tion from the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power.*' 
■ *' Woe unto us/' may fome of you fay, '* what (hall 
become of us and our poor children^ for we are all un« 
rhzi^ !" Wkh rcfpcd to yourfelves, I intreat you to 
attend diligently on the preaching of the gofpel when- 
ever you can find an opportunity. I f the minifter preach 
ialvation by grace, through £uth in the atonement of 
Jeftts Chrift, and the neceuity of being bom again, and 
being made a new creature, before a perfon can enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven, and a holy life as only flow- 
ing from thefe principles, receive him as fpeakingthe 
truth ^'for he is declaring to you the dodrine of Chrift. . 
See. John iii. But if you never hear thefe thinga firoiA 
his lips -, and if he be not very often telling you how 
periihing iianers may be reconciled to God, and extol- 
ling the love of the Lord Jefus Chrift in coming down 
froai heaven to earth, and dying upon the crofs, and pur*, 
chaiing eteirnal fkilvation for them ; and fpeaking much 
and often of the grace of the Holy Spirit, in regenera- 
* ting, fandifying, dire^ling^ aud comforting the fouls of 
men, flee from him as a deceiver^ he is not a minifter 
•f Chrid } it is the blind leading the blind, and both 
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Will fail into the ditcH, and perilfa at laft in their iniqui- 
ties. But I do not wi(h you to take thefe things upon 
my word ^ examine the facred fcriptures, and I am con- 
fident you will find it juil as I have reprefented. Be- 
fides, if you have any neighbours -w'ho every day read 
their Bible, and pray with their families, and talk much 
about divine things, converfe with them-; for you will 
find their difcourfe very inftrud^ive, and let them be 
your chofen companions. Search alfo the Bible for 
yourfelves, and befecch the Lord to open your under- 
{landings^ that you may underftand the Scriptures, 
which are able to make men wife unto falvatiort. By 
reading them, as we would do any other book, wc may 
indeed attain to a natural knowledge of their meaning ; 
but it is Gof} only who can teach us favingly to know 
the truth ^ and will he not give his Holy Spirit for this 
purpofe, tathofe who aik ham ? 

As for your children, teach them as far as you are a- 
ble ; and beg the favour of any pious people you kndw, 
to affift you in this very important work ; and by cale* 
chifms and dificourfe', make them acquainted with the 
firfl principles of the* oracles of God. It has pleafed 
God to put It into the hearts of fome zealous Chriftiant 
to go into the villages to inftrud children how to lore 
Jefus Cfarift, and to ferve God. The things they teach 
are not the peculiar tenets of any one fed or denomina- 
tion, but the common principles held by all the true dif« 
ciples of Jefus, which are abfolutely oeceflGuy to be 
known in order to falvation. If there be any in your 
neighbourhood, beg the favour of them (for tt is a great 
favour) to teach your children and to enlighten their 
darkened minds with the knowledge of divine truth : 
for by reafon of a thorough acquaintance with the doc- 
trines of the gofpel, they are better qualified for the 
work than you can poflibly be. Perhapt fome of your 
neighbours may perfuade you not to do it. But do not 
lilUn to them, It is Satan, who wiflies your children 
to live in wickedoefs and ignorance, that they may be 
his (laves forever, who puts that counfel into their mouths 
to prejudice you againft them. Whoever they are 
that would prevent this, although they may profefi much 
friendfhip and affedion, they are your and your chtL 
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drtm woiil cnrasics. Reaember, God kat comrnaad- 
cd tbat vour clnldreo tbonld be taaivkt to koow and tm 
fear baa. As, from ^our ovo i^nonnice of niif|ioo» 
yja caiioot do it af it ou;;ht to be done; beie are perfima 
deSroiu to %&A tou, vho uke tke trauMe not horn thm 
(.rsipccl cf lay wofidiy gvio* bot only for the love oC 
Cbriil, mnd of iuaonal Cauls. But if Toa will sot ai* 
lew ^our ciruldrcii to £0 t9 tbem, yoa wiU- be inescafia- 
b)e in cbat awful dtT wbea you aaa tbcy liba)l appear b*» 
fore tiic judomeBt fsac ot CbriA. TbcT, evea your oara 
children, will tbeo upbraid you witb yoor Begtignira» 
aad bria^ tbc wmA bkuc accniatiaai •ffil^ J^i^ 
** Tb^'* . will ihcT &T to the Jnd|(e,^ ace oar auA 
paraatf, wlo did m>t tcack ns tbe kaowledKa of QfiA 
aad the Rcd^eoMr : and whssotHen woold baveaaagliK 
Of they woald not alUw them.'' — "Ye vaoatoral |ao»- 
fters, for we may juitly caU yon fo^ tboogb ye be oar im>^ 
tbeii and oiolbcrs, ye nuned our fiaols, aad biiaigln tt* 
into tbia coadeaioatioa ; and we Ibdi bave icafiaa 
tbiaogb eternity f o curfe tbe £tber wbo bcpjat «a aad 
tHc mother wbo iMou^^bt us foctb, and tbe day aa wbkJi 
we were born.'* How will y<ia be able to bear inb «a- 
piotcbea ? Yon cm urji^ aocbing io yoor daJPime^: ynt 
maft be fpeecbfeft aad felf-coodeoHied. Wbat bovroc 
aad as^iih will fiU your Weacta, wbea yoa bear Jefiw 
Cbiia addreft yoatboa: "Ye wicked ferraata^ koav 
could ye be fb crael as not oaly to roia yoar awa Iboli^ 
bs2t dfo to flHMrder tbe fimh of your cbiklrea^ and re&ife 
to lettheaareoerreiaftrodiooV Ye thoagbt it aot ait 
naa^b to lead a wicked life yourielvea ^ bat ye bfoaf{bfc 
op yoor cbildreo to bo ignorant and wicked alio : Da* 
part^ accarfcdi into crcrlafiiag ire, prepared for tba d^ 
▼il and kia angels*** 

That you anay efcape tbia dreadful dooia, flee witIi-» 
oat delay to Jefus for divine teacbiug aad paidoaiag 
mercy^ and fandiifytog grace for your own fouls. Can-' 
vtaced of tbe importance of religious ioftrudion fbv 
yourfelresy you will alfb be convinced of the neceflicy 
of ioAruding your children. You will immediately be- 
gin to teacb them what you yonrfelf know \ and you 
will with tbankfulnefs embrace the help of otbera wbO' 
are frilling to inftrud tbem. You will al£o attendi to* 
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gt(h«r with your children, and endeairouT to affift tbeii 
in recoUeding the truths they ha^e heard. Kwmembery 
O'parecus, ^hat the time is Jhort, and that the fafliion'of 
tbiti world paffeth away. Soon mnft yon he called to«a 
eternftl.ftate, and your clukiren -aiiiift quickly follow. 
Negkd not, therdiore, the |p%at Salvation xevealed in 
the gofpeL While you attend to the falvation of yoco: 
own fouk, God may probahly hoMmryoo as the mewB 
of converting your chaldrea. 



1 
The importance of tlie foregoing advices may be con- 
Tirmed by the following narrativei, the truth of which 
may be depended on. 

A hufband and his wife wcf^, a few years ago, brought 
to the faving knowledge of the truth. They had for* . 
merly fuiiained a decent chara^er in life, and pafled for 
very good Chiillians among tbofe who coneeive a regu- 
;lar deportment to be all that is aecefTary to conAitute a 
Chriliian. Providence bad committed to their charge 
a large family of children. While the parents wei'e ig- 
norant of Jefus Chrifl, they inilruded their family in 
thofe things only of which they themfclvcs ^ere inform- 
ed. As yet they knew not. that *^ this life etein3l, to 
know the cnly true God. and Jefus Chrill, whom he 
hath-fent.'^ But when ^Mt.pkafed God to reveal his 
Son in them,^^ they anxioufly endeavoured to commufii- 
t ate to their children ** the words of this life." Nor 
was their labour in vain. They had the uofpeakable 
comfort of gaining to the Saviour one of their children, 
a boy, about twelve year4 of age. 

This boy, as might be e&pedled, proved the comfort 
of his parents. Some time ago, hb mother was viiixed 
with bodily diflrefs. which conSned her to her room for . 
feveral months. Calling for her one day, (he thus ad- 
drefftrd the writer of this anecdote. *' I cnnnot exprefs, 
Sir, (faid flie) the comfort I have in my Son. He is the 
means, ia a -great meafure, of alleviating my afiU6iion. 
He watches over me with £114, wiih Chridian attention. 



i 



C 8 ] 

He footbes mj forrows, by reminding me of the confola- 
tions of the gofpel. He pours out his little heart in 
prayer with mcy while the reft of the fsmily are afleep« 
He weeps with me, while I weep ^ and fhares my joys, 
when I am enabled to lift up my head, in the hope that 
the day of my redemption draweth nigh. It would 
melt ybur heait ((he continued) to obferve his affection- 
ate concern for the falvation of his brothers and fifters. 
Nor is his religion the tranfient emotion of an hour. His 
walk is Ready, and humble, and upright. He is adldu- 
cus in attaining the knowledge of the fcriptures. He 
is patient and meek under oppolition and reproach. In 
(hort, faid the happy mother of fo wife a fon,he is raifed 
up to confole my heart under accumulated diiltefs and 
increafing infirmity.^* 

Wouldeft thou wifh, O parent, to enjoy the higheft 
felicity that can be attained in this world, feek ''the 
•* knowledge of the truth as it is in Jefus." Having 
yourfelves ** learned Chrifl," addrefs your family, hi the 
language of the pious Pfairoiil, *' Come, ye children, 
hearken unto me j 1 will teach you the fear of the Lord." 
God may honour you, not merely as the inftrumcnt 
of their natural life, but as the fpiritual father of your 
offspring. Everlafliug confolations (hall even in this 
world poffefs your heart. You may have the unfpeaka- 
ble happinefs of beholding your children walking in the 
truth. And when you finlfh your courfe, and appear 
in the prefence of God, yon (hall then be able to fay, 
* Here am I^ and the children whom thou haft given 
me !" .^ 

But if you remain carelefs and indifferent after this 
warning, perhaps it may be the laft you ftiall receive. 
What anguifli muft feize your hearts, if you die in your 
fins ! , And how will you be able to bear the upbraid- 
ing of your children, if they fallow you to the place of 
tormeat !— May the Lord make you wife to falvation ! 
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